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THE applauie which my diicourie oa 
the diiafters of St. Domingo obtained 
m the aflembly did not prevent its dif- 
pleafing the partifans of the liberty of the 
blacks, particularly Brifibt and Condcn'cet, 
vrhofe opinions, without naming the men, 
t had refuted in fuch a manner as to 
VOL. II. > make 



sd by Google 



a PRIVATE MEMOIRS, 

make their abfurdity evident to the • ma- 
jority of the aiTcmbly, This was a flight 
revenge for the farcafms which daily ap- 
peared agadnft me in both their Journals : 
but I irritated my accufers ftill more, by 
the obfervation which terminated my dlf- 
courfe, which was an attack To diretfl, as to 
fix all eyes upon them. 

The day ^ter I had pronounced that dif- 
courfe, which had in fome degree re-efta- 
blifhed my credit, a perfon, who would not 
tell his nam'e, demanded a fliort audience of 
me, " to communicate things of the ut- 
. moft importance." As my prefent fitua- 
tion exafted of me to be upon my giiard 
againft fuch vifits, I did not choofe to re- 
ceive him in myclofet, and I wentinto my 
faloon, that I might fie nearer the anti- 
chamber where my dcaneftics were. I 
found a Httle man, ill drelTed, and of ho 
very a^eeable countenance. Advancing 
towards him, " Is it you, fir," faid I, " who . 
had things of importance to communicate 
to nle?" 

" Yes, fir, it U me." 
. . - «WelI, 
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" Well, upon what fubjea ?" iaid I. 
*' To Tender you the greateft poffible fer- 
vice," returned he ; " for yoif will furcly 
confider as iuch my indicating to you the 
only means of re-eftabliihing good order 
and peace in St. Domingo?" 
" Yes, certainly " faid I. 
" Well, fir, I bring you thefe means," 
returned he. 

*' If they are as certain as you £ay — " 
** Jj^'they are as certain !" continued he. 
** Do , you think that if they were not, I 
■would have quitted my coimtry refidence 
to come and lofe my time here, in conver- 
lation with you, and make you lofe your's 
alfo ? Yes, fir, the means I have to pro- 
pofe are certain, and very certain. I do 
njot prete:(id to inform you, fir," continuetj 
he, " that it is to the weaknefs of M. 
Blanchelande that ^1 the evil h to be attri- 
buted. You would not, perhaps, acknow- 
ledge this, becaufe you are a minifter, con* 
fequendy may think yourfelf entitled to 
diiTemble, and to hold a language contrary 
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to your t£al lentlments : but it is fufiicient 
for me that I know what muft be your 
opinion of M. Blanchelande. I am con- 
vinced, that if you could at this moment 
lay your hands upon a man of a fuperior 
character," added he, with exultation, ". one 
already known at St. Domingo, for his 
energy, his firmneis, and his juftice, gene- 
rally efteemed, refpefted, and feared by the 
blacks, the whites, and men of all colours, 
capable of oyerawing by his prefence alone; 
if you knew of fuch a man, I repeat it, 
would you not be happy to be enabled to 
fend him immediately to that iflaud ? Well, 
iir, it is this very man whom I come to 
offer you. I do not mean myfelf, but my 
fecond felf, M. Duchilleau, my intimate 
friend. He is at this moment about a hun- 
dred leagues from Paris, and certainly h^ 
no idea that I am fpealdng to you of him. 
I have not yet wrote to him upon the fub- 
jeft. Your difcourfc in the aflembly yef- 
terday fuggeftcd the idea. I am even not 
very certain that he would accept the Htua- 
tion. 
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*Ion, unlefs I ufe all my influence to deter- 
mine him, and alio promire to accompany 
hun." . 

My aftoniffiment prevented my inter- 
rupting the man*3 volubility. At laft, hav- 
ing a little recovered myfelf, I alked him, 
** Pray, fir, in what quality do you propofe 
to accompany M. Duchilleau ? As his aid- 
de-camp ?" 

** His aid-de-camp !" replied he. " You 
may fee, fir, that I am neither of an age, 
nor have I the appearance, furely, of an aid- 
de-camp. Befides, it is not my line. But 
here is the point : Duchilleau, who is per- 
haps the beft governor for the colonies that 
we have had for a long time, perfeftly un- 
derftands all which concerns the military 
department : but. he underftands nothing of 
the civil adminiftration ; and it is that which 
I Ihall take upon myfelf." 

*' Very well," fwd I, fmiling ; " but it is 
neceflary that I fliould know your name," 

" For what purpofe ? Is not my pro- 
pofal good enough for ray name to be dii- 
penfed with V* 

B 3 • I ^<* 
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" I do not fay the contrary,*' refumed I : 
** but do you think that I can propofe to the 
king to fend an anonymous perfon to die 
jntendance of St. Domingo i" 

*' Well, fir, my name is Linguet." 

** 0, M. Linguet, I am very happy to feo 
you.'* 

" But, my propofal," refumed he; " what 
think you of it ? You feem to laugh." 

** That does not prevent me," anfwered 
I, " from giving it juft weight. I promife 
you to lay it before the king, who knows 
M. Duchilleau a great deal better than I 
do," 

** But if you laugB," faid he, " when you 
mention it to the king, ho will laugh alfo ; 
and j-oa/- affair will faiL I call it j-oar af- 
fair, and not M. DuchiUeau's gnd mine, foy 
-on our part it is a facrifice.** 

I wi£hed him good morning, and aflured 
him th^-t I would fpeak to the king with aH 
the ferioufnefs that the caf? required, 

I received, the fame day, a note from 

Madame Duchilleau, requefting a rendez- 

' vqus for next day, which I gave her. I 

fuppofed 
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fuppc&d that Linguet had given her aa 
account erf' our converfation, and that what 
flie had to fay^ras in confequence of it. 
She was very exafl: in coming at the hour 
I had appeinted. She told me that fhe was 
■infoitned of her hufband's having been 
thought of for the government of St. Do- 
mingo ; and as he was not then in Paris, (he 
came, in his name, to talk with me upon 
the fubjed, knowing perfectly well tTie 
only conditions ^on which he would ac- 
cept of that fituation. I anfwered, " that 
I did not know of M. Duchilleau*8 having 
been thought of for the government of St. 
Domingo ; that it was true Linguet had 
mentioned it to me the preceding morn- 
ing, but that the king had neyer faid a 
■word upon the fubjefl. . However, (I 
added,) as his majefty may poflibly have 
an eye to M. Duchilleau, ihe might, if Ihe 
pleafed, inform me of the conditions upon 
which he would accept of it." She then 
drew out of her pocket a memorandum of' 
four pages,* which fhe read, and left with 
me. The principal conditione were, Firft, 
The payment of debts contraded by M. 
B 4. Duchilleau, 
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DuchiUeau, in confequence of the lofles he 
had fuftained by being fuddenly difmiiTed 
from that govemmcnt; Thefc were efti- 
mated at 300,000 Uvres. Sefondly, The 
cxpence of his voyage ai^d eftabliibnient, 
300,000. Thirdly, Annual falary as go- 
vernor, 300,000. Fourthly, The cordon 
rouge. Fifthly, The power of changing and 
replacing all civil and military officers. 
SbEthly, Carte blanche with regard to his 
maniieF of cgndiidiqg his fidniiniftfation, 
&c. &c, 

However valuable the fervices of M. Du- 
chiUeau might be, the new regulations did 
not permit their being purchafed at the 
high price that his wife fet upon them ; 
4nd fhe afliired me that (he pofitively would 
not make the leaft abatement in her de- 
manda. Therefore the account I gave qf 
thefe conditions to the council ferved only 
to fhew thft high opinion fhe entertained of 
her hulband's merit, againft which I am 
far from raifingaay doubt. I was not ac- 
quainted with M. Ducl^illeau \ was but 
imperfe^ly informed of the fituation in 
which the ifland was, whcii he ^as at St. 
Pomingoi 
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Domingo ; and I was entirely ignorant of 
the motives of his recall, 

Linguet was enraged at the had fucceis of 
!iis propofals, and endeavoured to revenge 
himfelf, by taking upon him to bring for- 
ward a moft indecent and ridiculous accu- 
fation againft me in the affembly. Two of 
the keepers of the magazines at Trinco- 
male in the £aft Indies, having been con- 
vided of embezzlement to the value ofmoic 
than a million of livres, were ordered to be 
a^refted, and fent for trial to France. The 
documents relating to this afiur had beeii 
tranfmitted to the minifler of the marine; 
and there was a paper amongft them, writ- 
ten and Hgned by both of the accufers, in 
which they confefled that they were guilty 
of embezzlement to a certain extent, butthat 
. the value of the effe(3s which they had em- 
bezzled did not amount to more than 300,000 
livres. Thefe two men, whofe names were 
Labadie and Gallet, on their arrival in 
France^ had been lodged in the prifon at 
^rcft, at the beginning of the revolution ; 
^d th$ mor^ impprt^nt affairs with which 
th<5 
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the minlfters were at that time occupied 
had, very fortunately for the criminals, 
prevented the profccution of th«r trial. As 
they were convinced that they could not 
■efcape a capital condemnation, they took 
care not to complain of the flownefs of the 
firoceedings. Upon the fuppreffion of the 
ancient courts of juftice, and the eftabllih- 
ment of nfew judges, this afeir was earned 
before the tribunal of the diftria of Quim- 
per. By means of money and intrigue the 
prifoners contrived to bring on their trials 
in 1791, without the knowledge of govern- 
ment ; confequently the papers which were 
jn my office, relative to this aSair, were not 
produced againft them ; and the court, find- 
ing no proof of thar guilt, entirely ac- 
quitted them. 

The prifoners being thus fet at liberty,^ 
kept themfelves very quiet, and never 
fought to take advantage of their acquittal 
until the afiembly took under their pro- 
tection about twenty feditious fellows, 
Tfhom M. de Frefnc, governor of Pondi- 
■ cherry, had fent back to France. A decree 
6 was 
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was pronounced in juftificatlon of thofe 
twenty perfons, attributing their conduit 
to the zeal of patriotifui ; and an order was 
given that they might be tranfmittcd back 
to India at the public txpence. 

The keepers of the magazine of Trinco- 
male imagined that this decree might pof- 
fibly include thera^ and came to me, repre- 
fenting themfelves as vidlims erf" defpotifm ; 
and not only demanded to participate in 
the benefits of the decree, but alfo cliumed 
the fum of 150,000 livres, as an indemnifi- 
cation for their long and unjuft detention, 
'The firft time they came to my levee, to 
prefent their memorial, I was ignorant of 
the bufinefs : but I told them, " that I 
.could not take upon me to comprehend 
them in the decree, as the perfons in whofe 
favour It was ifliied were particularly 
named ; and that there were no fuch names 
as Labadie or Gallet in the lift. That with 
refpe£t to the indemnification they claimed, 
I would examine their right to it, and do 
them juftice," 

They 

Do,T«jhyGoogle 
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They returned in about a week after j 
and though they had been informed, in my 
office, that the papers containing the proofs 
againft them were under my examination, 
they had the efirontery ftiU to claim an in- 
demnification. 

** Are you in your fenfcs ?" faid I, with 
indignation, and loud enough to be heard 
by all the people who bad come to my 
levee. 

" Yes, fir," fiud they, rather embarralTed 
by my queftion. 

" And do you imagine," refumed I, 
•* that I am fo little in poffcffion of mine, 
as to grant fifty thoularid crowns of indem- 
nification to people who have only been 
done injuflice to in not having been hanged 
according to their deferts ?'* 

** How, fir ! Were we n'ot acquitted ?"• 

" You were fo," replied I, '* but only 
becaufe the papers of which I am in poi^ 
fefljon, containing the proofs againft you, 
were not produced. But here they are ; 
and you may depend upon i,t I ihall order 
the matter to be revifed, and we fliall then 
fee 
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lee what is due to you for having ftole from 
government, according to your own con- 
feflion, to the amount of 300,000 livres." ' 

This Ipeech rather confounded them. 
They retired, threatening to complun to 
the alTembly of my minifterial defpotifm, 
of my harfhnefs, &c. The firft ftep they 
look was to confult Linguet, who, with 
the utmoft alacrity, undertook their de- 
fence. He prepared a lo&g difcouHe, in 
the form of a petition, which was an- 
nounced to the aflembly as a capital accufa- 
tion againft me. This was fufiicient to 
obtain him permiflion to fpeak as foon as 
he prefented himfelf at the bar, and to gain 
him the fupport of all my enemies in the 
aflembly. 

Having fixed, with Linguet, on the day 
on which he was to bring his accufation, 
they advifed him not to appear until the 
evening meeting, becaufe it was generally 
lefs pun&ually attended than thofe of the 
inoming ; and it would therefc»e be ^er 
to bring a majority. According to this 
arrangement, languet appeared in the af- 
ftmbly 
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fembly at the evening fitting, and took hij 
place at the bar betwixt his two clients. 
Having obtained pernuffion to fpeak, he 
began his difcourfe with a very long and 
circumftantial account of our firft fettle- 
ments in India. He enlarged, with great 
emphafis and gefUcuJation, upon the vices 
of their adminiftration, upon the incapacity 
and defpotifm of tlic agents of government, 
&c. The aflcmbly Shewed fymptoms of 
impatience at an harangue fo little to the 
point. Linguet continued, without inercy. 
At laft, they were fo worn out, that they 
uttered deep groans; fome yawned aloud; 
one called out, " atf delttge avecat */" others, 
** to the point ; for heaven's lake, to the 
point." Linguet, irritated at this infult, 
only anfwered by looks of indignation, 
-which he darted on all fides againft the ex- 
claimers. The prcfident's bell at laft re- 
eflablifiied fiJence, «nd Linguet again took 
up the thread of his di&ourfe j but at fo 
early a period of our liettlement, that the 

* Vide La PlMdtun, a comedy of Racine. 

patience 
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ps^ience of the members being exhaufted, 
the cry " att deluge avocat' au delageC* wa» 
renewed with fuch vehemence, that the 
fffcfident thought proper to requeft of M. 
Linguet to adhere to the matter contained in 
his petition, 

" I know better than any one " anfwered 
M. Linguet, with a very itately air, " upon 
what the intereA of my clients exa^ that 
I Qiould ipeak, and on what I ought to bft 
Jilent. You {hall hear dl or nothing.*' 

** Nothing, nothing, nothing," was 
echoed from all fides. It was evident that 
the nothings had it. The prefident granted 
to the petitioners the honours of xhtjeance^ 
and told them to leave their petition at the 
bar. 

" No, M. le Prefident," anfwered Lin- 
guet, in rage; " I fliall cany oiF my diC 
courfe, fince the aflembly will not liften*to 
it ; and as for the honours of the fitting, I 
thank you, but I have fometbing elfc to do." 

Saying this, he retreated in a fury, tear- 
ing his papers to pieces, to the great mirth 
of the audience, 

When 
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When I came to the coundl, I wai 
informed of every circumfiance of tlua 
fcene, which I related to the king, who 
was the more pleafed with the ludicrous ca- 
taftrophe, becaufe he had been apprehenfiTC 
of fome troubleibme confequence to mc ' 
&om this mancEUvre. 

In tlus fame council we were witneO*e$ 
to a fcene of a very different naturej much 
too interefting to be pafTed over in filence. 
M. Cahier de Gerville read aloud the fketch 
or rough draught of a proclamation he pro- 
p«fed, relative to the affalEnation, pillaging, 
and other zSta of ^olence, at that time 
very frequent ; particularly againft the no- 
bility, on the pretext of ariHocracy, &c. 
In the propofed proclamation was the fol- 
lowing fentence, ** TIbo/i diforders internet 
the bi^nefs we at prefent enjoy^* He had 
no fooner pronounced it than the king laid^ 
•* That fentence muft be altered." 

M. de Gerville hanng read the expreC- 
iion again, replied, " I percdve nothing 
that requires to be altdred, lire." 

«Do 
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*' Bo not make me fpeak of iny happi'* 
tiefs," r^fumed his majeft)', with eihotloil. 
•* I cannot authorize fuch a falfehood. 
How can I be happy, M. de Gerville, at a 
time when nobody is happy in France? 
No, fir, the French ate nbt happy t 1 fee it 
but too well. They will be fo, I hope ; 
and I wilh it very ardently. When that 
time arrives, I alfo ihall be happy, and 
fhall then be able, with truth, to declare 
it" 

Thefe words, which the king utteted 
with a faulterjng voice, made a lively inl- 
prellion upoii us, and was followed by a 
general filence, which prevailed fomc mi- 
nutes; His majefty being apprehenfive 
thatthofe marks of fenfibility, which he 
had not been able to teprefs, would raife a * 
fulpicibn againft his attachment to the con- 
ftitution, feized an opportunity^ which M, 
de Gerville afforded him a few minutes 
after, of {bowing that he was determined 
to ai&ere very fcrupuloufly to his engage- 
ments in fupport of it j for in ati affair re- 
ported by M. do^QerviUe, he pronounced 

VOL. II. C ao 
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an opinion more ftiidly ^oDformable to the 
letter of the coniUtutipn than that of the 
jQUnifter himfel£ The particulars of this I 
need not give at prefeat, as they mufl; .ap- 
pear hereafter, in the account; of my. admi- 
niftration which I laid before the afTemUyv 
upon my difnujlion. 

As M. de Genrille was more enthufiall- 
ically fond of the conlUtution than any one 
of the council, he was confounded and 
rather abalhed to find that the king was in- 
clined to adhere to it more icnipuloufly 
than himfelf. 

The folemnity of this meeting was ibme- 
what interrupted by a little incident, of 
which I ihould have taken no notice, had 
it not been for thepleafantry,oryf«</f wo// 
it occalidned from M. de Narbcume. 

While the king was raifing himlelf from 
his chair, and reaching acrofs the table for » 
pen, a npife of an eqiiirocal naiture, pro* 
bably proceeding fiom the movement of 
ihe chair, was &> diAin£tly heard as to dif> 
concert a little every perfon prefent, who^ 
jfter ftaring, with an aixof fuiprize, in ojic 
another's 
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ftnother*8 fa(%Si m if tliey bad meant to 
plead not guiUy, refumed the coofideration 
of the bufinefs before them. The council 
being over, the mizufters went to the room 
in the palace appointed for their committees. 
The feeling manner In which the king had 
expreifed his own unhappinefs, and his am* 
cem for that of the. nation, had made £0 
deep an imprcl^on, that we could fpeak of 
nothing but of his virtues. M. de Narbonne, 
fpeaklng in his turn, faid, with the moft f&' 
rious air Imaginable, " Gentlemen, I par- 
take very fincerely your refpc^ and ad- 
miration of the king*s good qualities : but 
neyerthelefs, as we are not the only perfona 
hia majefty confults,* it will be prudent in 
us to be on our guard, more efpecially after 
what we have jiift heard in the council ; and 
refle^ing on the whole with cocJnefs, it 
may naturally be fufpe£ied that the king is 
more ready than ever de nous peter dans le 
maiti *. , -, 

* A tomraon French plirafe, ufed whrti a peribn withw 
to deceive yoa. or efcape from yim j hut the deuUe meam- 
iBjr ii entirdy \o& ia tht tnjdk^oo. ^ 

C 2 This 
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This excited fo much mirth in the com- 
mittee,, that it was impoffible to thiak of 
any bufinefs that day. 

It was a remarkable feature in the king's 
char%£ler, which particularly ihowed the 
turn of his mind, that his natural dmjdity, 
and the difficulty he found in exprefling 
his ideas, never appeared when religion, 
the relief of the people, or the happinefs of 
France, were in queftion. Uponthefe oc- 
cafions he always delivered himfelf with an 
energy and facility which never failed to 
aftonifti the new rainillers, who were pre- 
poflTefled with the prevailing opinion of the 
king's narrow capacity. I do not pretend 
to aflert that Lewis the Sixteenth was a 
great genius ; but of this I am certain, that 
his natural capacity was very far above me- 
diocrity ; and that had it been cultivated 
by an education well calculated for his fu- 
ture rank in life, he would have been clafled. 
among the beft and ableft of our kings. 
We had daily opportunities of feeing him 
give what has been generally confidered as 
proofs of an active and comprehenfive 
mind. 
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mind. While he was reading letters, or 
memorials, or newTpapers, he could, at the 
lame time, attend to the difcuflions of 
the council with fuch diftindnefs and dif- 
crimination as enabled him to underftand 
the whole j as itfterwards appeared, by the 
account he gave of what, he, read and had 
heard. A ftriking inftance of this occurred 
one day, on which he had read feveral me- 
morials, and letters, and journals, while the 
miiiiflers were making reports on the affairs 
of their departments, and particularly while 
M. Cahier de Gerville made one, on a queC- 
tion of fome delicacy, after which the de- 
cifion was poftponed for eight days : but 
when that minifler, in making his fecond 
report. Happened to omit an effential cir- 
cumilance which had been in the iirA, the 
lung diredlly put him in mind of it, to the 
aftonifliment of us all, who had believed 
that he had been too much occupied with 
the memorials and letters, becaufe he had, 
at the time, made pertinent obferrations on 
them. What is certain is, that none of us 
could contend with the king in point of 
C 3 memory j 
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memory ; and his judgment was no lefft 
excellent. 

This I can affirm with truth, that during 
all the time that I was in adminiftration, 
every paper of importence, of whatever' 
kind, that vras fubmitted to the king's cxa-* 
minatibn, after it had been difcufled in tha 
council, was improved by the alterations Ws 
majcfty fug£;cfted. 
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^eqfures taken by the minifters to gain over 
the principal youmalifts of Paris. — J^. df 
Narbonne takes upon him to treat with 
Brijfot and Condor cet.'-^onfequences of 
this negotiation.^^— Atrocious imputations 
agaiafi the king By BriJJbt^ in the paper <^ 
the tBtk pf yatmary, — / denounce tint 
paper in the councily and^propofe that the 
author Jbould be profecuted by the AccuCi- 
teur Public. — 7be other millers think if 
is better to deJP^e this tn/ulf.-^I write to 
the king upon thisfubjeSt. — Appearance of 
rt^ure with Algiers, — Rapid fucc^s ^ 
the mea/iiret employed upon ^bis oceaJion.-^~ 
Bemarhdde offer of the Hey to the King.—r 
Secret menage of Tippoo Saih, — Hit pre* 
fenttt~~'A?onverJatiou with the queen. 

TBI great Influence which the Jounuds 
had on the public opinioa made the 
nuQiJilen thmk it of impertanoe to in&re 

c 4 their 
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their filence, if they could not acquire their 
praife. This queftion was thoroughly ditt 
cuiTed in a committee of miniflers, which 
was held at M. Cahier de Gcrville's. M. de 
Karbonne took it upon him to negotiate 
with Briflpt, author of the pa,per intitled 
JLe Fatrioie Fran^ois^ and with Coitdorcet, 
author of La Chroniqtte de Paris. The re- 
fult of this negotiation was, that the two 
Journalifts praifed M. de Narbonne, and 
attacked M. de Leffart and me with more 
virulence than ever. We remarked this to 
Mt de Narbonne, who anfwercd, that he 
had exprefled his difpleafure at their con- 
dud, and that they daily gave him the 
moft pofitiye aflbrances that they would 
change their flyle j and he promlfed to 
- fpeak to them again. He did fo, without 
doubt, but with fo little effed, that Briffot^ 
not contented with attacking the minifters 
In whom the king placed the greateft con- 
fidence, even pulhed his audacity the 
length of publiihing the moft atrocious ca^ 
Jumnies againft his maje^, in his paper of 
the zSth of January, I denounced this 
papcp 
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paper .to the council, as an attempt of a 
criminal nature, which deferved exemplary 
punKhment: but the more antient mini- 
fiers, and the king himfelf, accuftomed to 
^fpife pamphlets, put lefs importance upon 
it They did not refled, that aldiough in 
times of tranquillity, and. under a well-re- 
gulated goverumeilt, the infolence of a 
JDijrij^Iift: may be fiifely dcfpifed, yet in the 
prefent fituation of France, fpch an incen- 
diary publication kept up the ferment that 
already exift^jl in the minds of the popu- 
lace, and tended to excite them to infur- 
redion, pillage, and murder ; and the mode 
fo long adopted, of d^pifmg the infults of 
the journ^lifts, only rendered them more 
^aogeTQus ; and ib multlpUed them, that 
their punilhment became Impofljble. I 
.^dded, that with regard to his majefty, if )ie 
perfever? d in thipking it beneath his dig* 
nity to take any notice of fuch cslunmiea, 
} had nothing more to fay ; but as for my* 
felf, although I was willing, while the jour* 
jialills confined th^mfelves to general abufe, 
to overlook and defpife it, yet when partv* 
cu^ar 
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cutar and specific fa^ were mentionedj if 
my nnfc as tninifter prevented me from the 
nght of diTproving them, I fhould dedre 
teiive of the king to reJiga my iituation, . 
and fubmit the cale to a court oi julUce, 
Aat the fal&hood of the accufations might 
bemade manifeft. The minifters admitted 
the force of this reafoning mth refpeA to 
me>, but £iid it could not be ^qpplied to at- 
tacks made on the king, becauie the confti* 
tntion was completely filent as to any me- 
thod t>f proceeding agiunft joumallfts who 
jhould ventre t& pubUQi calumnies agalnft 
litiil, 

** No expre& law," anfwered I, ** exift- 
ed in ancient Rome againft the crime of 
parridde, becaufe it had not entered into 
the mind of the legiflature that fuch a crimd 
wotild-becomipitted; but afluredly it waft* 
liCTer_ meant by the Romans, that a foa 
who murdered his father fliould pafs un- 
piiniflied. In niy opinion, the filence ot 
the ccmftttution on the crime of calumni- 
ating the l^ng,' cannot be Aought more fa- 
voui^ivtidc to BriBbtt" . 

/ • 6 Nevpr- 
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Neverthelefs, upon account of the d^- 
cate circumftances in which the king was 
placed, it was thought prudent to deliberate 
upon the moft proper manner of managing 
^is affair, and therefore the minifters agree4 
to take it into conlideration at a &ituie 
dieetihg. 

The king was endowed with a very jnft 
ju^m«U, but unhappily of fo timid a dif^ 
poiition, and fo Idiftnififul 0|f himfdf, thac 
he was apt to preftr the (pinions of weak^ 
people to his own, and always adopted di^t 
of the maj<mty of bis council : but as i ha4 
' more confidence in the king's j tidgment diaQ 
in that of my colleagues, I ncvpr propofed 
any thing of Importance^ either in a com-* 
xn'ittee of the miniftets, or in council, iirith- 
out hanng firft fubmitted it to his majefty't 
examination, "niit I did upon the preieoC 
occafion, jis spears fix)m the fub&quent 
)ett>er, v^faich { wrote th« following day «« 
Iiis n^jeflyt 

" Jmauf ^i, lyjfi, 

" I have the hoirour to fubmit to yoiu- 
tojeftjr tbc coJrtWte of a letter to the 

wUooai , 
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national affembly, refpefting the execrable 
paper the PatrioU, which appeared oa 
Sunday. 

** After mature confider^tion on the moft 
proper Aeps to be taken, I am of opinion, 
tiiat a denunciation made to the Accuf<aeur 
Pubtit by the minifters, either as agents of 
the executive power, or as citizeiia, might 
equally be confidered as irregular, becati& 
tiie .manner of proceeding is not clearly in- 
dicated in the CQtiftitution : but it evidently 
lays the king under the obligation of em- 
ploying the power delegated to him for the 
saaintenance of the conftitution, and in fup- 
port of the laws. This obligation ccsn- 
prehends that of making the conftituted 
powers be refpeflied, and of requiring the 
«xecution of the fevefiteenth article of the 
fifth chapter of the conftitution. Tliis ar- 
ticle neceffarily applifes to the, offence com- 
l&itted by the author and printer of the 
paper intitled If Patriate Frangoit ; the 
king then may order the AccUfateur Public 
to give them up to juft^ce.; It naay even.be 
maintained, with reafon, that hia majef^y'a 
oath 
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ciath to the conflitutioa imports that very 
obligation ; and as the motives which de* 
tennifie Tuch a ftep are of confiderable im- 
portance, it would be proper for the king 
to inform the affembly, bya letterexprcfled 
in fuch a manner as woidd make a favour- 
able imprcfEo'n. I prefume that the letter, 
a copy of which I have the honour to trant 
mit to your majefty, will anfwer the pur- 
poie. Your majefty will pleafe to let me 
know whether it has your approbation : if 
it has, 'I fhall lay it this evening before the 
committee." 

. His majefty fent me the following an- 
fwer : 

" Your advice feems to me good ; and 
the letter alfo, excepting feme words, which 
■muft be changed. But as this afiair, which 
appears to me of a delicate nature, is not in 
your department, and as the order and the 
letter which you propofe muft be countcr- 
figned by the minifter of juftice, I fhall 
wmt the determination of the committee *." 
-In 

* " Votre avis me paroit bon ; et lalettreau]Ii,faufquclqu«* 
TDOts a changer. Mail conune cette sSme, que Je trouve d^ 
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In this commitCK the minifters agreed 
thlt the form which I propofed was not 
contrary to the conftitutioD ; but they 
thought that fo ftrong a mcafurt would be 
the meanft of informing France, and all £u- * 
rope, of a fa^ now known only to BriC- 
fot's fubfcribera, and would give a kind of 
celebrity to that joumalift, TTiis was pot- 
Gble ; but it was much mOre certain, that 
entirely overlooking his conduit would 
Tender Um more audacious, and enoourag^ 
others to imitate his exa&i|de. This h:ip- 
pened accordingly; for from that period 
the king was infulted in the moft revolting 
manner, by innumerable pamphlets, of 
which the people became the echo, and, by 
degrees, were emboldened to that degree, 
that crowds aflembled under the windows 
of the ThuiUeries almoft every evening, 
and poured forth the grofleft abufe againft 
the king and royal family. 

xatt, n'ell pas Ae Totre departementi et. que I'ordre et la kttrc 
que T0U3 propofes doivent Stre contrefi^fe par le nuniftre d« 
iaju{Uce,j'aneildraiIcrefuItat ducomit^." 

At 
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■ At tMti period France was menaced with 
ft rupture with the-regency of Alpere. All 
the French who happened to be thcic were 
cftAreyed back to Marfe'tUes; and by the 
&me tranfport, an order was ient to the Al- 
gmnes to quit France immediately. The 
French conful at Alters was confined to his 
houie by the Dey's orders, and cxpe£led 
every moment to be conduced to the 
galHea. The motiTc of tliis rupture was the 
pretended negligence of France^ in fulfilfing 
a promife whicb had been made to the 
Dcy, of lending him a frigate for the pur- 
pofe of tranfporting his ambalTador to Coa-< 
ftantinople. Some agents of the court of 
Spain had excited this ftorm' at Algiers. 
They perfuaded the Dey that the French 
revolution having annihilated the king's au<^ 
ihority, it was no longer in his power to 
fulfil his engagements ; that the aifemHy, 
which reigned in his place, refpeScd none j 
that the regency would have no fuch pro- 
Qcedinga to apprehend on (he part of die 
court of Spain ; and in order to convince 
the Dey, he was offered, in the name of his 
Catholic 
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Catholic majefty, a vety fine Spanifh frigate 
and a corvette, which had juft then arrived at 
Algiers, with which he might, if he pleafed, 
convey his ambaflkdor to Conllantlnople ; 
and in the mean time they begged that he 
would accept of a corvette as a prefent. 
Thefe offers, which the Dey readily accept- 
ed, determined him to break openly with 
France, imagining that he could brave its 
refentment with impunity *. 

I was informed of thefe circumftances 
by a : courier extraordinary, fent by the 
African Company of Marfeilles, who were 
greatly alarmed. I gave an account of them 
to the aiTembly, as alfo the amicable means 
adopted by the king to obtain fatisfa£lion, 
and the vigorous meafures preparing, in c^e 
it was refufed. 

The frigate promifed to the Dey had 
been long ready in the port of Toulon, aa^ 
its departure was only retarded in confe- 

rice of his own requeft that the com- 
d ffiould be g^ven to Captain Dou- 

* This was the account tiaa&utted to me bytlie Frenck 
conful at Algiers. 

mergu^. 
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mergue, a inan oii^nally fro^' fValbce, but 
who had beea long feftled in Algiers, 
and was firongly protedied by the Dey* 
who had an intereft in moft of his com-^ 
tnerclal fchemes. That he might turn liich 
an opportunity to the greateft profit, D»u- 
merguc had come to Trance to provide" an 
advantageous cai^o ; and die tiine neceiTary 
for this was the Tole cauie of the frigate's 
beio^ fo loi^ detained. But it was now 
fent off with ^e utmoft difpatch, under the 
command of an intelligent officer, who had 
inftruflions to explain the vrhde a^r- to 
the Dey, and to require fatisfiuSion for thtf 
in^t which the French conful had receiv- 
ed. Captain Doumeigue was fent with him, 
is an inconteftible witnefs of the truth of 
tfaefe £i€t8* The winds being iavourable, 
the voyage was fliort : but on their arrival 
tefore Algiers, the frigate was refiifed en- 
trance hito the harbour, by the exprefs 
command of the regency. Captain Dou- 
mergue was then fent afliore in a boat. He 
waited upon the Dey, had the order r&' 
yoked, and in lefs than two hours the 
VOL, II. D frigate 
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frigate failed into the harbour. Ilie officef 
who commanded it fodn obt^ned ia audi- 
ence of the Dey, whowasperfedlyfatisfied 
with the explanation he received, aiid ac- 
ktiowlec^ed he had been deceiTcdj but 
threw the whole blame upon the French 
conful, who had allowed him to remain in 
error ; and lie demanded that he {hould be 
recalled. On the following day the com- 
mander of the frigate was admitted to a 
fecond audience, and was received with 
diftinguiflied refpeft. The Dey made him 
fit down by him, contrary to the ufual cuf- 
tom, and talked of the affairs of France, 
particularly of the fituation of the king, 
with the moft lively intereft. He told him 
that he had given orders for fix Arabian 
horfes to be conveyed on board his (hip, as 
ft prefent for his majefty ; and that it was 
his intention to adhere to the treaty be- 
twixt France and Algiers ; and in order to 
do hon)our to this miflion, he confented 
that the trade of France fhould this year 
draw from Algiers three veflels of grain 
over and above the number fixed by the 
iaft 
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laft treaty. Next day the commander of 
the frigate took his leave, and the Dey 
gave him a letter for the king. This of- 
ficer fet fail for Toulon, where he arrived ia 
a ihort time, as he had taken In the cfofling 
betwixt Toulon and Alters, fo that his 
miffion was fulfilled in lefs than eight days; 
and 1 had the fatisi^^on of announcing to 
the aflembly the iffue, three weeks after I 
had announced the rupture with Algiers. 

The rapidity and fuccefs of this negoci- 
ation excited fo great a furprife, that my 
enemies affeded to believe the whole a&lr 
to be a romance, fabricated for the.purpofe. 
of diverting their attention from the de- 
nunciation againft me. And this opinion 
would probably have prevailed, if the 
Arabian horfes had not arrived, and if the 
deputies of the Boucbes du Rhone had not 
been informed of the truth by their corre- 
fpondents. 

In the Dey*8 letterto his majefty, among 

many expreffions of friendftiip and good 

will, he offerfed to affift the king to reduce 

D 2 bis 



D,o,i..(i by Google 



5$ PRIVATE MEMOIRSi 

his rebellious fubje^, ia order to reftord 
him to the pofle^ion of hi^ juft amhority. 
It will ^afily be b$H$ve4> th^t in the tranf* 
latioa of this letter, which I laid before the 
aBembly, I took cvt^ to fopprefa this ieii** 
tente, which I ihoald have biieh fufpe^led 
of having fuggefted } and it woiiid certainly 
have been cited in the Joiim^s ai a proof 
of the exigence of a horrible plot agwift 
the liberty of the nation. 
. During the'ncgociation with Algiers, a fe- 
cret meOage was fent to the king froOi Tip- 
poo Saeb, who demanded of the Hng 6000 
French troops, ofieiing to pay their trah^' 
portation, cloathihg, and maintdpance. He 
was convinced, that with this affiftance he 
could deftroy the Englidk army and fetlle- 
ments in India, and enfuFC the pelTefiteii to 
France. That nothing might trani^ipe of 
this affair, Tippoo had not mentioned It in 
.his council, and had fecretly negociated the 
bufmefs with M. de Frefne, governor of 
Pondicherry, through the means of M. Lo- 
ger, adminifiratfiur dvit. of France, in India* 
who 
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who uhdefftood the Pcrfun language, and 
who wrote the diipatches dilated by Tip- 
Jxx) relative to this embafly. M. Lcger 
himfelf came from India to France with 
^thi$ meflage; and in order to conceal the 
real obje£t of'his voyage, feme time before 
he iet out he had declared that his private 
a^TS would oblige him to return immedi- 
ately to France. 

As M. Leger was direfled to the minifter 
of marine, I informed the king of Tlppoo 
SaeVs propofal :'but notwithftanding ita ad- 
vantages, and although the infurredion of 
the negroes of St. Domingo rendered it ne- 
ceflQiry to fend a cOnfiderable force there, - 
under the pretence of which it would have 
been cafy to have fent to the Eaft ladles 
the 60O0 men demanded by Tippoo, with- 
out raifing the fufpicion of the Englifh 
gDvefiliii«m ; the natural probity of the 
king's fiiirtd would not permit him to adopt 
this meafure. ** This rcfembles," faid he, 
" the afiaif of America, which I never 
think of ^without regret. My youth was 
taken advantage of at that time, and we - 
D 3 fuffer 
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fuffer for it now. The leflbn U too feverc 

to be forgotten *.'* 

The mcflage of Tippoo Saeb was accom- 
panied with prefents for the king and 
queen. Thofe deftined for the Hng con- 
fifted of an aflbrtment of gold gauze, crim- 
fon filk ftpffs flowered with gold, painted 
linen for three Perfian drefles, twelve pieces 
of white linen, of the fineft quality, an ai^- 
grette of bad diamonds, flat and yellow and 
ill fet, y;ith a claip ornamented in the fame 
tafte. The prefents for the queen were 
ftill lefe valuable, confifting merely of three 
iipttles half full of Indian eflences, of a very 
inferior quality, and a box of perfumed 
powder balls and fcented matches. When 
I prefented the ilufT^ and diamonds to the 
king, he faid to me, laughing, " What can 
I do with all this trumpery ? It feems only 
proper to drefs up dolls. But^o« have little 
girls J they may be pleafed with them. 
Give the whole to them." 

* " Ceci reflembleroit beaucoup (di't )1) a I'aflkire d'A- 
ninique, a la quelle je ne penfe janjaja fans regret. On a uif 
peu abufe de ma jeunefle dans ce temps la ; nous ai.^itgt)s 
{a peine aujoiudbui. I^a lejon cA trop forte pour I'oublicr." 

"But 
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" But the diamonds, fire," iaid I. 

** O, they are mighty fine, to be fure," 
added he, fmiling. " Perhaps you would 
have them placed among the jewels of the 
crown. Pray take them alfo, and wear 
them in your hat, if you pleafe.** 

The queen would receive only one bot- 
tle of the eflence of rofes. She made taeat 
prefent of the reft, faying, that ihe valued 
nothing which came from India, except the 
beautiful {inen.. I then begged Gxt would 
pennit me to prefent her with that which 
the king gave me the preceding day. 

** Willingly," iiud the queen : " but I 
won't take it all. How mmy pieces are 
there?" 

** Twelve, madam," anfwered I, 

« Well," faid ihe, " bring me, at firft, 
two pieces, and I vrill fee whether they fuit 
me. Befides, you will by this means have 
an apparent motive of feeing me oftener, 
without rdfing fufpidon that you come to 
the pretended Auftrian committee," 

She then expreffed how much the king 

h^ been hurt by that atrocious calumny, 

O 4 wbicb, 
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which they daily endeavoured to conftrfn 
ia the public papers by the moft abfurd 
. falfehoods. 

During this. conTerfatioB, the little Dau- 
phin, beautiiiil as an angel, wftB finging and 
.Ikipping about in the queen's apartment, 
vrith a Imall wooden fabre and fliield in his 
hand,^hich had been given him that day. 
They came to take him away to fupper, 
and in two bounds he wais at the door. 

" How now, my fon !'* faid the queen ; 
** you arc going without making a bow to 
M. Bertrand." 

" O, mamma," fiiid he, fmlting, and con- 
tinuing to jump, " i» not M. Bertrand one 
of our fHends? Good night, M. Ber- 
trand!" So iaying, he bounded out of the 
room. 

*' Is he not very pretty ?'* feid the qoeen,* 
when he was gone. ** He is happyalib in 
being fo young ; for," added fhe, with a 
figh, ** he does not feel our forrows, and his 
gaiety doas us good." 

'Unable to fpeak, I wiped my eyes, and 

her majefty refumed, " They hara& /«* 

alfo, 
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alfo, M. Bertrand: but you pay no regard 
to them, for they do not know the coniti- 
tation fo well as you* do. Are you not 
a&aid, however, that thofe permiflions of 
abfence to navy officere, which you a!re ac- 
cufed of having granted in fuch profufion, 
will turn out ill ? The king,'* continued 
fhe, " is really uneafy on that head." 

" I am, afluredly, infinitely honoured,'* 
replied I, " and grateful for the intereft 
which the Idng and your majefly take in 
that accufation, which, however, is too ill- 
founded to give me any uneafineis." 

" But, after all," refumed the queen, 
" how many have you granted ?" .^ 

•* I cannot exaflly tell," anfwered Ij 
** but I fliould think about a hundred. 
This, however, I do know for certain, that 
■of all 1 have granted, there is not a fingle 
one which I would not grant again to- 
morrow i becaufe, in fpite of all the noife 
raifed by my accufer«, every one of thofe 
permiSons have been granted conformably J 
to the exifting laws." 

•* lam 
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•* I am happy," anfwered ihc, " to fee 
you in this perfe^ fecurity: hut be upon 
your guard ag^nft their fecret malice, for 
your innocence will be no fecurity agunft 
that," 
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CHAP. XVII. 

Jnjulting letter from the prefident of the of- 
femhly to the k'tng^ 'vob'tcb b'ts majejiy fendt 
to the minijierial, committee.— Letter wn/- 
ten bymcy upon this occafion, to tbeking.-^ 
Important meafures are taken to form a 
royaliji party in the ajjembly^ ivbicbfml^ 
through the indifcretion of M. de Nar^ 
honne.^A divijion in the council,~-Itt 
confequences, 

TH E affembly, feeing how much the 
mmillers had loft credit by their coii- 
dufl: and by their want of unanimity, be- 
came eyery day more enterprifing. Con- 
dorcet being named prefident about the be- 
ginning of Februjuy, was ordered by the 
affembly to write a letter to the Idng : but 
as the form in which the prefident was to 
addrefs letters to the king had not been re- 
gulated by the conftitution, after fomedifc, 
culfionf 
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cuflioD, it was decreed that the prefident of 
the national aflembly, in writing to the 
king, fhould lay afidc the term. Sire, 
and direOly begin with the fnbje^t of the 
letter ; and afterwards £ni{h and Cga it 
without any of the accuftomed e^preflions 
of refpeft. 

Condorcet wrote the letter according to 
the form prefcribed, wBch, after being fub- 
mitted to the aflembly, was fent by one of 
the hxufiiers to the king. I was with him 
Sn hi^ . apartment when the letter was de- 
fivered. He appeared to be greatly fliocked 
Ob reading it. 

" Is it poffiblQ to carry infolence fa- 
ther ?" faid he, prefenting the letter to me. 
•' It U fromCondorcet." 

After having read it, I obferred, that if 
the letter had been addre0ed to a clerk of 
the affembly, it cotild not have been written 
in a Icfs refpeSful ftile *. 

** I hope," added I, " that 'your majefty 
will not allow this infolence to pafs ua- 
noticed." . . 

* Fi(k the Appendizj No. I. 
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** It b iftthor too much to be entiTdy 
overlooked," anfwered the king. " Bu; 
what meaTure is to be taken ?** 

** In your majcfty'a place, I would im- 
mediately fend back th4 letter to the afTem- 
biy. But I will not take upcm me to ^ta 
you this ftdvice until I have xefleQed &r« 
ther upon it." 

** Is not there to be a mlmfterJal comn 
xnittee thif evening ?" refumed the king^ 
" Go you to Af. U Gardt des Sceaax, and I 
{hsJl food htm the letter." 

** I immeduUely wentto the houie of the 
Garde 4«f Sctaux, and informed him and 
my cojl^aguee, who were already there, of 
what had pa:9ed. Soon after, the king fenc 
Condorcet'a letter ; aad they vrere all & 
much revolted upon reading it»lhat I eiqie^ 
^ they would advife the king t<j repd thtf 
iiifult intheftrongefttenw: but U{H)(i f«- 
amining the.difierent ^cles of the confti- 
tudoQ, they found that the cafe in queftion- 
faad not been forefeen, an^ they 'therefojte 
coacluded that it would be moft prudent 
for the Jdng to m^e no aafwer to the tetter,' 
vfhich 
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which would fufficiendy mark his dtf- 
plealure. 

On the contrary, my opinion was, that 
the filence of the con{Utution, on this head, 
only proved that it had never been doubted 
but that the refpefl, which had ever been 
confidered as due to the king, was to be 
continued. But if they fuppofed that thh 
filence authorized the flighteft deviation 
from refped to his majefty, they might alfo 
fiippofe that it authorifed the greateft enor- 
mities ; for nothing was fud in the confti- 
tution againll infulting or even murdering 
die king. That befides, the form of corre- 
fpondence betwixt the king and the afiem- 
bly b«ng already fixed, namely, by pre- 
&nting their decrees, or fending verbal 
mefiages by a deputation of the members, 
he had a right not,to admit of any innova- 
tion which diipleafcd him. That if they 
Imagined there was any energy in' the 
meafure of not anfwering Condorcet's let- 
tea, they muft acknowledge that it was ati 
QQergy of a paflive nature ; and that in the 
lung's fituation, fuch a kind of energy 
would 



nio,i7PcihyGt.)t>'^le 



PRIVATE MEIVtOlRS. 47 
would prove as hurtful as real veaknefs, as 
it tended to ihew that he was hurt, without 
having power to refent the injury. 

Thefe refleftiOns determined me to write 
the following letter to the king, on the 8th 
of February 1792 : 

** Your majedy has been advifed to take 
ho notice of the {axfideut of the aflembly's 
letter. I, on the contrary, think, that to- 
lerating this infult will draw on many 
others, much more ferious in their confe- 
qucnces. It appears to me of the higheft 
Importance for your majeAy to write imme- 
diately to the alTembly. I fend the copy of 
a letter ; and if your majefly approves of 
it, the minifters may be inftantly fummon- 
edj and the letter communicated to them, 
in yoxir own hand-writing. Mine ought 
ziQt to appear." 

Co^y of the Utter to the Ajfmbly. 

" Gentlemen, 

*' When the nation acknowledged me 

fisr its king, I was entrufted with the na- 

tioaal dignity, which I cannot^ in any cir- 

cutnftance. 
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cumftance, allow to be atGiekcd. I there* 
fore return pie letter which the prefideat 
fent me yefUrday by an hui^kr. The con- 
j^ution has fixed the form of correfpoiid- ' 
ence betwixt the national afinnbly and tho 
king. I ought not and I ^11 not corre* 
fpond with it in any other manner than'by 
that form; namely, by meflages. As f« 
that refped; which u due to me, I will rely 
on the fentiments which the French have 
always had for their kings *." 

This meafure appeared to his majefty 
too ftrcmg, and the negative enei^ of 
filence was preferred. ; cimfeqaently no an- 
fwer was given to the letter of the prefident* 

To augment the king's popularity was at 
all ^es the objed: of the mimfters^ but 
sabre particularly on tbofe occafioni when 
the aiTembly treated him with infolence; 
and the letter of Condorcet was the greateff 
outrage which his majefty had as yet re- 
ceived. He was advifed to make a tour 
round the fuburbs on horfeback, to cOn- 
verfe affably with the people, to vifrt the 
* ^idt the Appendix, No. II. 
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ho^itals, and dUhibute aims. Thefe a^ - 
of humanity, fo much tn umfon with his 
diara^er, gained him the ap[^T^e of fome 
pec^Ie ia the ftreet, who cried Five U • 
rot ! but no other advantage enfued. 

The formation of their majefties' houfe- 
hold, which the mimfters had hitherto ne- 
gle6:ed, was now regarded as a meafure of 
the utmoft importance, particularly as they 
flattered themielves that the king would be 
prevailed upon only to admit perfons of ac- 
knowledged patriodfm \ therefore the com- 
mittee of mimfters again took up this a&ir, 
and fome of them propoied plans, and gave 
in lifts of thofe whom they wi0icd to have 
recdyed into the houfehold. 

I Informed the Idng, by the following 
letter, that the mimfters were occupied on 
tbis fubjed : 

*' In the committee of yefterday, your 
m:gefty's houfehold was one fubjed of dif- 
culCoQ. A lift has been made of thirty 
perfons wbo. are to be propofed. The far- 
ther confide'ration is deferred till Tuefday. 
The ancient almanjKk of Verfailles, and 

VOL. II. E ^«t 
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that of the court of LdadoD,'aie to be con^ 
fulted. f 

. ** Asmy defiieistopiSefentyour majefty 
with a {dan for diat {HErpofe, and iiidi a lift 
as will be agreeable to ymi, I take the li-^ 
borty of requeuing that t°^ majefty will 
let me know your wi£b£S on both thefe 
points, and I iball ule every means, in the 
committee, to promote them. This I will 
endeavour to dq in fuch a maimer as to 
prevent all fuTpicion^ my having received 
fuch a mark of confidence i having ta> view 
but that of giving to your^iaajefty a frelh 
p;-oof of my refpedt aod u^liiiuted attach- 
4ncqt*." ■ . ■ . 

The king feat me po.(i^^erto this leir ■ 
ter: but when I Vjfent.to t^e levee, the 
lame day, he approached the window where 
I was ftanding, and while he feemed to be 
looking at what was pairing In the court of 
Ac palace, he faid, in ji. low voice, "Ire- 
ceived.,your letter. , tet tl^eni take their 
own cpprfe,". 

I was at this time. occupied vrith the 
.Garde des. Scemx and.M. de Le6art, in a 

^ . '" • ;^«fr the Appendix, No. ilL 
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meafure of far greater importance. Wc 
were endeavouring to form, fecretly, a roy- 
alift party in the afTembly-, and had already 
gained over eight or ten members of great 
influence it. the cote droit ; that is to fay^ 
among the moderate party i and it was only 
neceflary to give them the means of influ- 
encing that party diftinguiflied by the tltlis 
of the IndependantSf or the undecided, who 
voted fometimes with the Moderh^ and, 
fometime with the EnmgeSf fomc of whom 
were fuppofed to have no other reafon but 
to announce that they were to be bought, 
and would join the party who offered them 
the bcft terms. It was very :weU known, 
from the manner in which this affcmbly was 
compofed, that there were few of the mem- 
bers who were not to be gained either by 
money, or the promife of places for their 
relations and- friends. AS the power of no- 
minating to places belonged to each mini- 
fter for Us own department only, it was 
heceflary to acquaint them ' all with this 
plan, in order that they might all concur in 
its execution. For this purpofe, ^ve allaf- 
E 2 fembled 
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iembled at the houfe of M. de Narboane, 
who gave us a dinner, along with a certuQ. 
perfon who was to be a principal agent in 
this buTinefs, as being intimately acquaint- 
ed .with many members of the affembly. 
That this dinner might be the more fecret, 
we met at the petite mat/on of M. de Nar- 
boane. After dinner, this perfon prefented 
to us the propofals of the principal deputies, 
with whom he had already begun to treat, 
and the following articles were agreed 
upon: 

Firft, That none of the ' faid deputies 
were to have any perfonal communication 
with the minifters, but were only to nego- 
tiate with them through the above-men- 
tioned agent. 

Secondly, That they muft never be re^ 
quired to propofe or fupp<»t any motion 
contrary to the conftitution. 

Thirdly, That as often as the king and 
council wifhed for their fupport for any 
particular meafure, the faid deputies mufl 
be informed twenty-fbur hours beforehand 
by the agent, through whom they would 
ififtrua 
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inftrufl: the minifters with their obje£iions, 
if they had any, and receive their anfwers. 

Fourthly, That the means to be ufed for 
iDfluencing the afTembly muft be left en- 
' tirely to them i that their demand as to 
this article admitted of no reftri£tion. 

The fund from which this expence was 
to be drawn, was, Firft, The fum of 
1 ,500,000 Hvres, belonging to the depart- 
ment of foreign aifairs, for fecret e^pences, 
of which the minifter for that department 
was not obliged to give an account to any 
body but to' the king. 

Secondly, From the free fund which cer- 
tain minlllers had at their difpofal. 

And, thirdly. From the civil lift. 

The conference broke up at ten o'clock 
at night. The minifters agreed, at parting, 
on the neceffity of keeping this affair pro^ 
foundly ftcret. Indeed the very nature 
of the cafe' implied as much. Unfortu- 
nately, M, de Narbonne, juft as he went 
from this meeting, met with Mathieu de 
Montmorenci, and a member of the aflem- 
bly, who waited for him, as he entered the 
E 3 Hotft 
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Hotel lie la CuerrCf and informed them of 
what had pafled. At half paft eleven that 
fame night, the news had ipcead in the of- 
fcmhiy, which was ftill fitting. It was 
loudly complained of; the members coa-* 
cerned were enraged; and thus the affair 
completely failed. 

The mimfters were in the utmoft furprijfe 
^d conftemation next day, on hearing this 
account. They were eager to have an 
explanation with M. de Narbomie, but he 
took care to avoid it that day, by not com- 
ing to the council till after it was begun, 
and hurrying out the inftant it was over. 
However, he came to t^? committee of mi- 
niflers next day, and upon being reproach- 
ed for having divulged what had pa0ed at 
the conference, he at firlt fud that he did 
not remember having mentioned it : but 
when Mathieu de Montmorenci and the 
other member of the affembly were named 
to him, ** MatUeu de Montm9renci," iaid 
he, " is my frioid i and I am certain that be 
would not fpeak of it to any body. With 
regard to the member of the alTembly, he is 
- «f 
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of oiff part^, and cbAfequeotly equally in'^ 
terdl^ed with us in keeping: the'fecret." 

- ** It 18 of very, little conTeqneiice,*' an^ 
{wttcd ihe Gardt ikt Sceauxy ^* which of 
them drrulged it : but what cannot be de- 
nied is, that we alt folemnly pronufed to 
mention it to nabody." 

« That is trwe>" i«turned M. de Nar- 
bonne; " ami I was wrong. But in 
ihort, gsitlemen, I have long perceived that 
we casmot siQt together ; and I will even 
own to you, that if I knew of five perfons 
prefer to be propoftd to the king in your 
Peaces, 1 ihouM immediately jdo it, and re- 
m^n myfelf ; becaufe I think it would be 
'of effential benefit tcr his majefty's fervice 
that I continued in adminiftration. But as 
't cannot make' this change, I am determined 
to refign."-' ' ' ' 

^ ** Your refignationv or oursj is not the 
affair in queftiou," faid the Garde des 
Sceaux. ** We arc perhaps as little attached 
to our places as yon' can be : but we are 
fenfible, that, in theprefertt circumftances, 
ihe leaft' change in the council might be 
£ 4, fatal 
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&tal to the king. We therefore ^fh to 
continue to a£t with you ; and notlung 
will be ealier, if you will fairly com« to an 
undeiftandirig with us, and then adhere, 
without deviation, to what we have once 
agreed upop." 

" No," replied M. dc Narbonne, ^* that . 
18 impoffible'} bccaufe there are feme mem- 
bers in the council with whom I cau never . 
agree : for inftance, M. de Bertrand.'* 

" Mc, Sir !" cried I, greatly aftoniihed> 
" And ppon what account ? Wh»t has 
happened to alter your ofnuion, fiace 
you made me fo many protefiatioos of, , 
cfteem ? Is it my fault diat you haye beep 
gmlty of an indifcr^pp, which has been at- 
tended with very bad confequences ?'* 

•* That is put of the queftion," , faid hc. 
" But I fte very well that we do not gp 
upon the fame plan. Ypu refu&d me a 
frigate^" 

" I refufe ypu a frigate! When did yotj 
a£k for one?" ^nfwered I. 

** Don't you remeqiber," replied he, 

** ^at you declared in the councilj when J 

piciitionedi 
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mentioned the poffibility of our having oc- 
cafi(»i for one^ when we had under conHder- 
ation the aflair of M. de la Jaille, at Breftf' ^ 
' *' Was I to confider", laid I, "an acci- 
dental obfervation, made hj you at the 
time of that iAfurre^ion, as the ofilcud de^ 
mand of a frigate ? You appeared to have 
ao other intention, in the qucilion you then 
put to me, than to know if I would arm a 
frigate, to cniife along ourcoaft, in the caie 
of our apprehending hoflile intentions in 
any of the maritime powers ; and I an- 
fwered, that I did not then know an officer 
to whom I would give fuch a command. 
If you had dire£lly afked a frigate for 
yourfelf, I fiiould have acquunted the Mng, 
and Kave done as he fliould have ordered.** 
This converfation was followed by fome 
obferrations from the Garde des SceauXy ' 
upon the necelllty of maintaining, at leaft, 
the appearance of unanimity In the coun- 
cil:' but the committee broke up, without 
M. de Narbonne having Hiewn any difpo- 
fition to reconciliation, or to 9& in a 
^ndly maAner with the other minifters ; 
and 
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and the public were foon informed of the 
divifions in the council, which encouraged 
tlfe malecontents to attack us } and no time 
■was loft. The Garde des Sceaux was ' de- 
nounced in the aifembly. Another denun- 
elatioa was announced againft M. de Lef- 
fert ; and the memorial of complaint againft 
me, which ^pearcd to have been forgot- 
ten, being again revived, was given in to 
the king. 
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CHAP. xvm. 

Generals Rothambeau, la FayettCy and Lui;if 
ner arrive at Paris. — Tbeir converfation 
sviiif the king. — The^ are mtro^ced iaio 
the council. — M. de Narbonne abfents 
bmfilffrom tbs minifterial committees. — 
M. de la Fayette comes to the coTomttee,-^ 
Speaks of the ill confe^uiaces whtcb mufi 
attend the mifunderflandit^ among ibe mi- 
n'ijlerj. — He propofes tbat JJbould retire 
Jrom tbs adminifiraHoa. — My letter to 
' . M. de, Narbonne r^eSing an article im 
Briffbt's Journal. — A letter from each of 
the three generals to M. de Narbonne, 

MDE 'Narbonne had fummoned ihtr 
• three generals Rochambeau, Luck- 
ner, and la Fayette to Paris, upon pre- 
tence of making them give an account of 
the ftate of the armies, and of the plan of 
operations. They were introduced by M. 
tie Narbonne into the council, on Friday 
the 
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the 2d of March, in fpite of the repug- 
nance which the king had to fo unufual a 
meafure. Before the council opened, his 
majefly afked them feveral quelUons upon 
the ftate of the armies. M. de Rocham- 
Beau, who was firft interrogated, anfwered, 
" that his army was in a very bad conditida 
with refpe^ both to clothing and arnls ; 
and as for difcipltne, it was almoft entirely 
overthrown, and out of his power, in the 
prefent ctrcumftances, to re-eftablifh it ; of 
courfe, that with fuch troops, all nulitary 
operations muft be of a defenfive nature 
only." 

General Luckner, who had probably 
drank a little freely at dinner, faw things in 
a. much pleafant'er point of view than his 
colleague. ' 

*' Je dis pas voire majefie" faid the 
general, addreffing the king in his Ger- 
man French," " qa'il y a pas aujft qtielquc 
petit chqfe i dire fur man armee, quil manque 
pas aujji quelque petits obcbets ttarmement 
ou d'equipement; le dtfcipUtte il tt^eft pas non, 
plus trop pan ; mais ceft ecal; . quand je 
commandc 
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commande its troupesy ilt on$ beaacoup ^ar~ 
deufy Us me fuivront partout comme je veux, 
mdi je fuis pour le guerre ^enfify cefi Vof- 
fenjif qi^ilfaut pour let Frangaisy ils/ontpat 
pour le deffenjify toffenjify voire ntajefii^ Vof- 
fenfipr 

M. de la Fayette being interrogated in 
his turn, anfwered in a few words j he con- 
tradided neither of \^% colleagues ; and, 
aithough their opinions were quite oppo- 
fite, he contrived to accommodate what he 
faid to both : after which, the king imagin- 
ing that they would immediately rehire, 
feemed pleafed with the thought, that the 
impropriety of their fitting in the council 
was thus avoided ; but when he bowed, in 
cxpe^tion of their withdrawing, they re- 
queued his permifGon to read a memorial^ 

* I do not pretend to deny that foinctfe'n|r of tbe lame 
nature may not be laid of my army, which are alfo in Irant 
ef certain little articles refpe^ting arms aod clothing ; nd 
the difcipline, to be -fure, is not very ftrid ; but that is of 
little confequence, for, when I command, the troepi alwa]a 
diiplay ardour, they fbUovr me always as I wtih ; but I am 
for offenCve war ; the French troops excel in the attack ( 
they are not At for the defenfive. OffenJm wati plea& yovr 
majefty, ofienfive war for ever. 

which 
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which apjjcaring to be too long to be heard 
fianding, his majefly Teated himfelf, and 
defired the generals to do the fame. 

The memorial was of little or no confe- 
qumce ; and, when it was finished, he told 
the generals, that he would confider upoa 
it, and they retired. 

Next day M. de Narbonne did not ap^ 
^pear in the committee of mimfters ; but 
his friend M. de la Fayette came in his 
place, and fpoke much of the bad effect 
which the diffenfions in the miniftry had 
on the public itiind, and of the fatal coofe- 
qiiences they might produce to the king, 
&c. &c 

*' You preach repentance,'* anfwered on6 
of the minifters j " but is your friend M. d6 
Narbonne of the fame opinion ?" 
. " Yes, undoubtedly he is." 

" Why then does not he join his col- 
leagues, jtfter the defire. which they fliewed 
to be reconciled to him P* 

** This was what I wiihed," returned M. 

tie la Fayette ; " but after what he informed 

me concerning what pafled between him, 

' and 
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and M. Bertrand, at the Uft committee, it 
ieems almoft impoflible that one or other 
ihonid not quit the miniftry; and Mi 
Bertraiid muft pardon me, if truth forces 
me to fay,'ttut however efiimable his con** 
dud may be, his retreat, in the ptefent cir-^ 
cumftances, would be as ufeful to the 
king, as that of M. de Narbonne would be 
fatal." 

•' Were I of that opinion," fud I, " I 
ihotild moft certainly refign without hefi^i 
tation ; but I can with difficulty bdieve, 
that it would be advantageous to the king 
to be abandoned by one of his miniften, 
merely becanfe fome bafe calumniators 
have made complaints againft him that are 
abfurd, and without the fmalleft foimda^ 
tion. "With regard to the attack which M, dt 
Narbpnne direded againil me, In order to 
extricate himfelf, furely that does not en- 
title him to require my retreat; and, aU 
though I have a better right to infill ob 
his, fo hr am I from making any fuch re- 
queft, that I now join my colleagues in in- 
viting him to a reconciliation ; this ought 
6 to 
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to fatisfy faim. You may aflure him, at 
the iame time. Sir," added I, "that not- 
withftanding his popularity, the term of 
my miniftry ihall never depend upon his 
caprice. I have long fiiice acquainted bis 
majefty^with the particular time when I 
thought It would be necefiary for me to 
quit lus ferrice — the period is at no great 
diftance; but moft afluredly I fhall not 
haften it a moment to pleaTe M. dc Nar- 
bonne." 

The other mimfters approved of what I ' 
had faid, and fupported me in it ; and M. 
de la Fayette retired, much difiatisfied at 
the bad fuccefs of his embaffy. 

The next day, being the 4th of March, 
1792, the following article appeared in 
Bri0bt*s Journal : 

•* The reports which have been for fome 
time drculating, of diirenfions in the ca- 
binet council, are well foimded — a mifim- 
derAanding fubfiAs betwixt the miniiler of 
war and the minifter of marine : the firft, 
whofe attachment to the conflitution is 
well known, employs every meims of exe- 
cuting 
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ing Its laws, fo as to render it fucceff- 
ful ; while the fecond endeavours to exe- 
cute them la fuch a manner as to over- 
turn it." 

As foon as I faw this paragraph, I wrote 
the following letter to M. de Narbonne : 

« Sir, 
" I have juft read a paragraph id the 
Patriote Fran^ais, which I make no doubt 
has Shocked you as much as it has done 
me. Being convinced you had no Ihare 
in it, I prefume you are fenfible of the 
propriety of immediately requiring that iht 
paragraph may be retraced ; which it will 
be eafy for you to obtain." 

Af. de Narbonne^ s Anfwer, 

** I felt as much uneafinefs as you could 
oq reading the paragraph you mention : ia 
the inferting of wMch I certainly had no 
hand; but, as I am convinced, that the 
affertions it contains ate true, I can neither 
contradiifit. them, nor require that they 
fliould be retraced. - 

vo;,. 11. . V "I greatly 
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- " I greatly eftecni youif talents and nx- 
(aes ; at the fame time, I have had occa' 
iion to obferve, that our ideas are not the 
fame refpefting the conftituUon ; and it 
appears to me, that our different method 
of executing its laws, in fuch critical cir- 
cumflances, muft be as hurtful to public 
afiairs as to the king's intercft.** 

Notvithftanding this extraordinary an* 
fwer, I wiflied to try every m^ans of being 
reconciled with M. de Narbonne. Hi» 
difmiffion would ^have been the coftfe-' 
quence of an opeA rupture i and, as he 
was then the moft popular minifler, thi» 
would have been hurtful to the king. The 
fame day, therefore, on which I received 
this letter, fining myfelf feated next him 
at the council, I wrote the fubfeqnent note, 
and fhowed it "to M. de Narbonne. 

*' If M. de Narbonne has, as I wifli, 
reflefted more maturely upon the letter I 
fent him this morning, it depends upon 
hiihfdf to re^eftablfft perfe<3: unanimity In. 
the council : he has only to complain of 
the article in the Patriofe Fran^dis ; to ex-- 
- - 5 '■ ■ prefs 
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prefs before the council his furprife and 
uneafinefs on account of its inrertion^ and 
to declare that he will immediately write to 
the editor to delire it may be retraced. 
I have not communicated the fubjeS of this 
note to any of my colleagues ; and I give 
my word of honour that I never will, in 
the hopes that the ftq) which I recom- 
mend, may be regarded by them as the 
fpontaneous effeiEis of M. dc Narbonne's 
candour, vrfilch will certainly recondle 
them all to him." 

M. de Narbonne, after reading this note,, 
wrote the following anfwer under it: 

** I perfift in the fame opinion, which I 
fent M. Bertrand this morning. He is at 
liberty to lay open immediately, before the 
king, all the circumftances regarding Bri£> 
fot*8 paragraph. I am ready to explaiti 
myieif upon that article." 

I wrote back upon the fame paper : 
*' Don't you think it would be more 
expedient to difcufs this affair in the com* 
mittee, after the council, befor^ it is men" 
tioned to the king f" 

Fj2 M. de 
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JM. de Narbonne anfwercd, by the fingte 
word, " willingly.'' 

After the council, we went to the apart- 
ment ia the palace appropriated for the 
committee. I gare an account of my let- 
ter, and M. de Narboone's anfweir, con- 
cenuDg the paragraph loferted in Briflbt*s 
Journal,, with which all the mimfters had 
been very much offended. Then addref- 
^fing rayfeif to M. dc Narbonne, I iaid, 

" I now requeft. Sir, that you will 
frankly explain, before our colleagues, 
what you mean by the difference of opi- 
nion which, you fay, fubfifts betwixt us 
concerning the conftitutjon, and of our 
difierent mode of executing it. I ought, 
and I am conyiflced I do underftand the 
coailitution better than you do; becaule 
my department not bring fo much over- 
charged as y cur's, I have had more.leifure 
to ftudy it ; I never take- a ftep without 
confulting it ; and I am very fure that it is 
not iii your power to give afingle inftance 
-wherein I have deviated from what the 
conftitution prefcribes." 

" i con- 
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** I conteft nothing of all that,'' replied 
M. de Narbonnc ; " but you ought, with 
the iame franknefs on your part, to 
acknowledge that you do not Hke the con-. 
ftitution ; that you do riot appro'ue ef it.*' 

" No Sir," refumed I, " that is what I will 
not acknowledge ; 1 will only declare that 
I do not allow myfelf to decide on the me- 
rits or dements of the conftitution. I fball 
, defer pailing my judgment until that of 
the nation is manifeiled, after having expe- 
rienced the' efieds which will refult from its 
execution. Neither you nor I have fworn 
to love it ; at all ev'ents, we have only 
taken an oath to execute it faithfully, and 
to enforce it by all the means in our 
power : let us content ourfelves with being 
iaithful to our oath," 

** Yes," replied he ; ** but while I ufe 
every nieans of making the conftitutiotL 
fucceed, you endeavour to have it exe- 
cuted, in fuch a manner, as may prove to 
the nation that it never can go on," 

" That is to fay," returned I, " jaafti^ofi 

jlhis to be my intention j for you certainly 

F 3 liavc 
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have not the fmalleft proof of it ; and I never 
made fuch a declai'ation to you, nor to aAy 
liody elfe. Your fuppofuion would be moro 
plaufibie if I adhered \nth lefs Ib-i^acfs to 
the conftitution ; but it is ftrange to con-* 
<Iude, from my fcrupulous obfervance of 
it, that my defign is to (hew the public 
that it cannot be executed : thus. Sir, tt la 
impofllbte for me to e£:ape your ceofure, 
let me afl, as I will. May I affc by what 
right. yon aflert that I have a defign fo 
f ontradi£tory to my condu^ ; and can 
, yoy ferioyfly found your quarrel with mo 
«fi fu<;h vague and inconliftent fuppofi- 

. ** I don't mean to quarrel with you," 
he aofwered ;^ " but you defired roe to ex- 
plain myfelf openly : then I muft plainly 
teU you, that I form my opinion in confe- 
qucace of what I fee : your department 
does not gO on.'' 

" My department does not go on ! what 
do you know, Sir, upon the fubjeG ? what 
do you find deficient i" 

' "This, 
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," This, Sir ; that you have not com- 
menced the new organization of the navy;: 
you have tiat an officer ; not a captaiA of 
a frigate, vrhile the land iEbrce i« complete.*' 
, *' It M true, Sir, that th^ new organitadOn 
of the navy ia not fiir advanced ; but it cer- 
tainly is. not my faiJit, as the affembly has 
not yet paffed one of the decrees neceflary 
to rc^^te this organization, although I have 
repeatedly demanded them ; and as I have 
no right to iffiie fiich decrees, nor the power 
of Qxeeuting them before they exift, I deferve 
no blame on that fa«ad: indeed I have never 
b«eo blamed o^ that account by the aflem-* 
bly, notwithftanding the prevailing preju- 
dice againft me. If I had been as fortu- 
nate as you were," continued I, ** in hav- 
ing all my decrees immediately pafled, 
perhaps I fhould have been as far ad- 
vanced ; particularly if I had fupplied the 
place of. oificers by pilots and failors, as 
you fupplied th?^ officers who were miffing 
by ferjeants anid common foldiers ; perhaps 
I might have alfo had mjf Lucknei- to 
boaft. of J fer the famous corf^re Paul 
P 4 Jones 
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Jones prefeflted himfelf twice at my levee 

to demand the rank of Admiral." 

« Well, well," faid M. de Narbonne, 
*' you fee what a footing you are on with 
.the . affembly : you can obtain nothing, 
while nothing 1 alk is refiifed me: It is 
true, thJ^t I frequently attend the iUTembly, 
and go almoft every day' to the commit- 
teesi! If. you had purfued the fame plan, 
you would undoubfBdlyhave had the iame 
fuccefs ; but you never . Would have any 
conununicatipn with th^ committees : this 
fingularity gave .oflfence; and I am not 
furprifed that it has raxfed you many ene- 
mies in the aifemhly." . . 

" I am not furprifed at it neitho*," faid 
I ; " but notwithftanding the iiiccefs which 
you o^e to your communication with the 
committee?, I perfift in the opinion, that 
thcfe comniiunications are much more dau-r 
gerous th^n ufeful. But, in fliort. Sir, this 
is foreign to the queftion ; for certMuly it 
is not for my perfiljing, ifi communicating 
with the affembly only, and refefing to at- 
tend the committees, that you fuppofe we 
to 
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to have an intention of fubvertmg that 
very conftitution which orders us to com- 
Ujunicate directly with the affembly, and 
fays nothing of committees." 

" In fliort, it is to no purpofe," refumed 
he, " to prolong this difpi^te, as we may go 
on till to-morrow without coming to any 
agreement. What has pafled, onlyjwovet 
that our principles are too oppofite ever to be 
reconciled ; and this confideration would 
have determined me to retire from admlni- 
ftration, as I informed you at the houle of 
the Garde des Sctaux^ if I had not been re- 
firained by the intredties of the generals.** 

'* You will aft aa you pleafe, Sir," re- 
plied I; 

All the minlfterB were ftruck with 
the futility of M. de Narbonne's objefl- 
ions, and the force of my anfwers. They 
expoftulated with M. de Narbonne, and 
endeavoured to bring about a reconci- 
liation J but all in v^n.. He ftood out 
with the obftinacy of a perfon who had a 
fixed plan, from which he was determined 
act to recede. This conduct of M. de 
Narbonne, 
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Narbonne, at firft speared ineonfiftcnt •with 
the iiitentton be had announced, of giving 
in his reHgnation, but it became a little 
more intelligibie three days after, by the 
extraordinafy meafure he adopted of pub- 
liihiag in the newfpapers three letters h^ 
bad received from the generals Rocbam- 
^Kau, Luckner, and h Fayette, vrith his vw 
fwers. 

Thofe letters had been written at the 
requ^ of M. de Narbopne himfelf ; they 
were all th^ree to the fame cfi*e£t, and Very 
nearly in the fame words. The fubftancis 
wa», as follows : 
. ** That the report of his retreat gave 
them the greateil uneafinefs: that it was 
his duty to xem^n in adminiftration, as his 
talentSf adivity, and refource^ were fo ufe* 
ful to his country. That their confidence 
in him, and the certitude of obtainmg, 
through his diligencej all nece0ary fuc-^ 
cour, had been their only motive for re-. 
tfti^ing the command of the armies ; but 
that, if he perfifted in his determination to 
retire, they muft ^ve up a iituation, the 
duties 
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duties of which^ they would no longer hav^ 
the power properly to difchargc," 

M. de NarboDoe's anfwer was conccivad 
in nearly the fubfequent terms : 

" It is true, my dear general, that the 
difierence of opioion which fubfi^ be- 
twixt M. Bertr£,nd and me, refpeftii^ tho 
conftitmion, bad determined me to givQ 
in my reHgnation ; but the value you at* 
^h to ray fervicee, and your eameft de^ 
fire for my continuance in adminiftration, 
make me epnfider it as a duty to remain aa 
long as the king honours me with his con- 
fidence," 

The publication of thefe letters, opened 
the eyes of the three generals, who had 
probably written them -unknown to each 
other ; and each in the hope, that his per-i 
fonal' approbation would have fufficient 
weight with the king, to fix M. de Nar. 
bonne in admtnlftration. They now be- 
gan to fufpe^ that he had fummoned them 
to Paris, and loaded them with civilities, . 
merely with a view to induce them to tak^ 
this ftep ; which was the more remarkable, 
a« 
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as at that time attempts were made to turn ' 
him into ridicule by numerous pamphlets 
and caricatures, in which he was diftin- 
guiflicd by the nick name of Miniftre 
JJnott *. 

M. de Nartionae had flattered himf^lf, 
that the publication of this correfpondence 
would confirm his credit in the aflembly, 
and put the king under the neceffity of re- 
taining him In the adminiftration, left 
his retiring fhould occalion that of all the 
three generals ; but the event did not an- 
fwer his expeftation ; for thofe gentlemen 
were fo much offended at the publication of 
their letters, that they complained of it to 
his majefty ; and retrafted their-declaration 
of having a defign to retire upon his re-* 
fignatibn. 

• Limet. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

The mimfiers ajfemhle io examine the condaSt 
of M, de Narbonne. — They unanimoujly 
agree never more to Jit in the council with 
him. — My reftgnation. — Letter from M, 
de Lejfart to the king. — My converfalioit 
with, bis majejly. — Difmij^on of M. de 
Narbonne. — Violent difcontenti in the af" 
femhly. — Decree againft M. de LeJfart,-~- 
Death of the Emperor. — The Chevalier df 
Graves appointed minifter ofwar. 

THE conduA of M. de Narbonne raifed 
the indignation of all the minifters ; 
and the day on which his correfpondence 
unth the three generals was 'znade public, 
they met ta ccHTomittee to deliberate on the 
part to be taken reipedihg him. It was 
unaaimoufly decided, in the firft place, 
that none of the minifters fhould any 
longer do bufmcfs with M. de Narbonne, 
and therefore it became neceflary that th^ 
king 
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king Aiould immediately decide betwixt 
him, and us. But as the difmiiEon of M. 
de Narbonne, in confcquence of a quarrel, 
which fcemed to have arifen from his zeal 
for the conflltution^ might fet the king a^d 
council in an unfavourable light JQ the 
eyes of the public, we confidered every 
peffible means of obviating this inconveni- 
ency, and my reHgnation was confidered 
as the moft eligible. I oppofed this de- 
cifion, for two reafons. The firfl was, that 
I thought it difgracefiil for me to retire, 
before his majefty had given any anfwer to 
the alTembly refpefting the memorial ad- 
drelTed to him ag^nft me, becaufe my re- 
treat might be conftrued into a tacit ac* 
knowledgement of the ju(Hce of the impu- 
tations it cont^ned. In the fecond place, I 
eameftly wiflied to continue in adminiftra- 
tion till the 15th of March, becaufe that 
day was fixed upon for the review of the 
new corfs de la marine^ or rather for the diC- 
organization of the former corps, and 
therefore I had fixed upon it as the termi- 
nation of my adminiflratton ; and I urged 
that 
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ihat the king could not in jufticej nor the 
• coUntil in honour^ haftea it a day fooner, 
fis it Would be giviag M. de Narbonnc the 
iktisfaftion of including me in his fall, and 
expofe me to a mortification I had not 
merited. 

' Thefe ccmfidenttions made no impreflioa 
on M. Gayer de Gerrille. He had firft 
propofed myefignation, and he obfUnately 
iniiiled upon it; and declared vith great 
violence, that he would give in his the very 
next day if I did not give in mine. Thi« 
meoRce frightened the Garde des Sceaux, . 
who had, till then, warmly efpoufed my 
caufe ; and I alfo became fenfible, that at 
an inilant fo critical, the popularity of M. 
Cayer dc Gerville would render hi» retreat 
more prejudicial to the king than mine. I 
thereforfr no longer infifted, but confentei 
to g^ve.in my refignation, provided it wa» 
fiot made public till after the king fent att 
anfwer to the memorial which the aflem^ 
biy had drawn up a|;ainfi me^ which could 
be done early next morning, if the Garde 
dcsSceaim^ when he wutod upon his ma'^ 
V. jefty 
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jefty with the requeft of the committee, 
would beg of him to let me have the me- 
monal immediately, in order that I mighc 
d»aw up the Ikctch of an anfwer before the 
opening of the aflembly. 

This condefcendance obviated all djflBcul- 
ties, and gave fuch fatisfadion to M. Cayer' 
de Gerville, that he fuggefted to propofe to 
the king that I {hould continue in o£E,ce 
after giving in my refignation, until -my 
fuccefTor was appointed. By this means all 
my views were anrwered. I was certain 
that the king would make no objedioh. I 
accordingly wrote my refignation, while 
my colleagues were employed in drawing 
up the anfwer which the king was to make 
me; and they endeavoured to render it as 
honourable for ^e as poffible. Itwas agreed 
upon that the Garde des Sceaux ihould next 
morning, prefent my refignation, uid th^ 
form of the anfwer, as drawn up by the mi- 
uillers for his majefty. It was agreed alfo 
that M. de Leffart fliould that evcnbg, after 
the committee, wnte to him an account df 
what hud p^ifed. Hie following is a cc^y 
■ 6 of 
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<t^ that interefting letter, whicU readers ie 
fuperfluous fc^ me to^ve i circumftaddal 
detaii of what pati&d at the coflitnictee/ ef' 
pectally as the teftimony of a third peribft 
will have more weight than my own. 

" I went this evening, betwixt ten and 
«leven o'clock, to the houfe of the miniftet 
of juftice, which I informed your majeftjr 
was my iatentioa, and there I not only 
found M, Bertranid and M. Tarbe, but alfo 
M. Gayer j and foon after M. de la Fayette . 
arrived, whom the Garde des Sceaux had 
already feen in the courfe of the day. 

"M.de la. Fayette told us that he had 
been very defirous of bringing about a re;- 
conciliatioH amongft the minifterS; that 
this had at all times appeared difficult to 
him, upon account of the diS*erence fub- ■ 
filling betwixt M. de Narbonne and M. 
Bertraod ; but that now things had come 
to that point, that he could no longer in- 
terfere : . he gave as his reafon the publica- 
tion of ^the three letters from the generals, 
and, above all, the anfwer which M. de 
Narbonne had ^vea to him. He declared 
vou It. a '^*t 
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that he iiad oerer confented to the pubUciT 
tioQ, nor had he any idea of fuch a thing 
till he faw the letters in the newspapers. 
After this explanation, which was cold and 
laconic, he retired. The momeat he went 
out, M. Caycr vented his indignation at 
the condud of M. dc Narhonne, in the 
ftrongeft exprellions ; and he €nded by 
faying that he muft never more fet his foot 
in the counciL But at the fame time he 
added,, that the difmiffion of M. de Nar- 
bonne might produce very bad confe- 
quences, unlefs the voluntary refignation of 
M. Bertrand followed foon after. 

" M. Bertrand faid that he could not, at 
that moment, give in his refiguation, but 
that he would do it moft willingly after the 
15th of March ; that fuch had always been 
his fixed intention. 

*' The Carde des Sceaux fupported M. 
Bertrand, and faid that it would be beneath 
the king's dignity, and the credit of thp 
minillry, to yield upon fuch an occafion. 

" M. de Cayer infifted, with force, upon 

jVf. Bertrand's immediate refignation. He 

founded 
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founded -bis opinion upon the prefent dif- 
pofition of the people, the public inteitcft*' 
and that of the king^ 

** He was feconded by M. Tarbe irl fueh 
a manner, that M. Bertrand condefcended 
fo far as to promife to give in his difmiffion 
as foon as the king ihould have anfwered 
the memorial of the national aflembly. 

" M. Cayer infifted on his former opi* 
nion with great vehemence, declaring, that 
if M. Bertrand did not give in his refigtia-> 
tion immediately after the king had de- 
manded that of M. de Narbonne, he 
himfelf would refign, the very next 
morning. 

" I had, till then, taken little part in the 
debate^ beings at bottom, entirely of the 
opinion of M, Gayer de GefviUe, which I 
had hitherto concealed, out of delicacy to 
M. Bertrand, whofe fituation was extreme^ 
ly cruel : but feeing things fo far advanced, 
I at laft remarked to M. Bertrand, that its 
-he was refdlved upon the facrifice, he ought 
to make it in the manner molt advan- 
tageous for the king, in the preTent ftatc 
o a - of 
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c^ public afiitirs ; and that it appeared 
highly expedient that he Oiould give in his 
refignation next day, in order to dtminilh 
Ihe efFe^ which M. de Narbonne's difmif- 
iion might produce. 

*' M. le Garde des Sceaux, •who had been' 
greatly ftruck with the decifive declaratidn 
of M. de Gerville, being fenfiWe of tfae im- 
portance of preventing his refignation oh 
the fame day wirfi M. de Narbonne, ranged 
himfelf on the fame fide. 

" M. Berttand confented^ and we 
drew up the letter which is propofed for 
your majefty to fend in anfwer to hia letter 
©f refignation. 

<* This long and important di&nfEoR 
paETed without acrimony, and in a laanneF 
lecominjg perfon« who have fentiments (^ 
mutual efteem. Your majefly's iaoereft 
and the public good were all vre bad in 
view. 

" In the propt^ed anfwer from your 

Hiajefty to M. Bertrand, you will require 

of him to remd^n in his departxaent ^ a 

iucceSbr is appointed. . - " 

5 «WUb 
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" With rclped to M, de Narbonne, we 
think he ought immediatdy to be re«- 
piaced ; and that it is even of confequence 
that his fucceifor take his place in council 
this very evening. Upon mature confidep? 
ation, it appeared to us that the Chevalier 
de Graves i« the moft proper perfon to re- 
place him ; and on the prefumption that he 
would be agreeable to your majefty, the 
Garde des Sceaux founded him yefterday ; 
and during the committee, he went again to 
his houfe at one o'clock in the morning, 
with the lame intention ; but not finding 
him at home, left a note, defiring to fee him 
^ early as poffible. 

" We alfo think it very necefla^ that your 
majefly ihould immediately fend for thie 
three generals, in order to prevent them 
from giving in their refignation, which they 
will moft certainly be cxcjted to do by every 
poffible means. Your majefly will not 
fail in perfualive arguments. On their 
part, it would certainly be a failure in their 
duty, uid even A breach of their oath, cq 
refigaat fuch a conjun£ture. But as this 
03 i» ' 
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is a point of the utmoft importance, your 
jpajcfty will perhaps think it expedient that 
the queen flipuld be prefent at this inter- 
view, tluit every circumftance may concur 
to enfure fuccefe. 
' " There are alfo precautions to be t^ken 
relative to the national guards, as it is very 
poilible that feditious people may take ad- 
vantage of the prefent circumflances to ex- 
cite diforder. 

** It K faid that M. de Boiflieu is not at 
Paris. By whom is h? replaced ? Might 
he not be feat for f 

** Your majefty will be informed of thefc 
particulars, in the morning, -by the CarJi: 
des Sfeaux, It appeared to us proper to 
give him the preference upon thi?. occa- 
fion, as being the moft ancient niinifter, 
and in fome refpet^s the chief <}f the 
council, 

** Ypur ipajefty piay then fend for M. 
Cayer de Gerville, to inform him that you 
have adopted his oplpion ; and at the lame 
time to requeil him to continue in admi- 
\piAratiQa beyond the time he h^ ^xed, 
6 which 
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ivhich is the 15th of this month. It U to 
be wiihed that his refiguation cduM be de- 
ferred at leaft eight days beyond that pe- 
riod. It would be well if the queen would 
join her invitation to M. de Gerville to 
that of your majtfty, by which means fuc- 
cefs would be more certain; 

•* Your majefty and the queen ought to 
Ihew every mart of favour and regard to 
M> Bertrand, fo unjuftly Sacrificed ; and 
who, in yielding to the force of circum- 
ftances, gives the llrongefl proof of attach- 
ment and duty. He Is a man of merit, 
who miift not be looked upon as^ entirely 
loft to your majefty's fervice. 

" I fhall end by obferving, that the con- 
duft of M. de Narbonne is fp ferioufly re- 
prehenfible, that his difminjoa feems abfo- 
lutely neceflary, unlefs your majefty prefers 
^ving him your entire confidence. But 
in cafe you flioutd adopt the firft of thele 
mcafures, no time is to be loft. All expla- 
nation will be fuperfiuous, and -derc^te 
from your dignity. It is evett of confe- 
quence to prevent M. de Narbonne from 
"^'04 coming 
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comiag to tbe ccHUtcil tliis cTening^ as he 
■sriU not fail to bring a very patriotic i\£^ 
courfe, which he will prt^pofe that yoinr ipa- 
jefty fliould addrefe to th? national affem- 
^ly ; apd, if he receives his difmiflioa next 
day, he yrill lay that it is upon account of thi^ 
difcourfe that he has fallen ixAo difgrace. 
. ** I take the liberty to remind your ma- 
jefty of -the three generals. It appears to 
jne th^t you fliould fee them: that you 
fhould receive them all three- together; 
. and, if poffible, before any of them have 
been tampered with. In talking of their 
letters, your majefty, without informing 
them of your intentions, may afk tbemi 
If, after fprearing to be faithful to the pa- 
tion and the king, they qan ferioufly, de- 
termine to ferve no longer, than M.' de 
I<}arbonne remains in adnainiftration J 
Your majefty may add, that eyen fuppofr 
iBg that '&une alteration .ihpuld be made ii^ 
the mJniftry^ jou will .(^rtdnly cbooi^e 
lione t^t men 4i|^Dg}#Ted for patuotifia 
And ;^iU$ie«. , ,-', 

** Friday monung, J o'clock *." 

"' t /T^ Appendix, No. Iv. '* 

Oa 
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■ - On leaving the committee, (about tlweB 
in the morning,) I immediately fent a copy 
itrf" my Tefignation to the editor of the 
yotitnal de Paris, earnefUy requefting him 
to infeti it in that day's paper ; in order 
that the retreat c£ the minifter, who dif- 
pleafed the 'afiembly, might be made pub- 
lic at the fanle time with the difmiiHon t$ 
him W'tfQ had more p^rtlfans in it, a cir- 
cumftance, however, that did not prevci* 
him from being fometitnes infulted, which 
never happened to :me. 

To'g^ve an idea of the manner in which 
M. de Narbonne was fometimeiB treated in 
that h^dl, I ihall only relate the words 
which the deputy Albitte addrefled to hint 
at the evening meeting a little before, his 
difmiiBon : 

'* That great minifter," cried the dcpfc 
ty, " whom you behold there, who has fuch 
vail talents, and whofe numerous applauders 
befiege the aSembly and the committees, 
often roakes reports entirely devoid of 
Iryth. As for hb a^lvlty, fo much vaunted, 

it 
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it is 6f as little utility as the aftivity of one 
who walks in his lleep." 

M. de N^botine heard this rhetorical 
Jlourifii with a fudle of contempt, which 
was the only reply he ever made to thofe 
indecent attacks, for which a lefs enduting 
minifter would have obUged the aflembly 
to have done him juftice. 

I had not feen the memorial which the 
affembly had addrelTed to the king againft 
me ; but as it could contiun little elfe be- 
fides a repetition of the former report* 
made by the marine committee, I prepared 
a form of the anfwer the lung was to 
make, all but a refutation of the new accu- 
fations which the memorial might contain. 
I thM-efore addreffed a letter to his ma- 
jefty, begging that he would fend me the 
memorial, and informing him that my re- 
fignation was to be prefented to him. 

My letter was as follows : 

" I entreat your majefty will fend me 

the memorial of accufation againft me, as 

it ought to be anfwered as foon as pof- 

fiblc. 
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fible. The minifters, affembled laft night 
in committee, deliberated till three in the 
inoming upon the letters which M. dc 
Narbonne caufed to be printed in every 
journal. His conduft being highly dis- 
approved of by all, they intend to propofe 
that your majefty ftiould difmifs him ; but, 
as the dangerous woman who' governs 
him might take advantage <^ the prefent 
crilis, to excite an infurreSionj on pretence 
that a patriotic minifter is diftmlTed for 
having denounced an ariftocratic one, 
ray unbounded attachment to your ma- 
jefly, and regard for your intereft, have de- 
termined pie to give in my Tclignation as 
foon as M. de Narbonne has received his 
^miflion. But I {hall '■ ever remain in- 
violably devoted to your majefty*a fervice ; 
and my chief ambition will ever be, to have 
it in my power to prove my relpe^tful 
attachment *." - 

The Idng received this letter an hour 
tefore the Garde des Sceaux went to hjm 
Irom the committee. 

• Fidt Appendix, No. V. 
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, At tea o'clock I received two letters. 
&om hU majefty : one was that ^hich tb$ 
committee had drAwn up, ia which the 
kiogi while he accepted erf" my refignation, 
CxaAed that I fhould continue the func- 
cipns of my office until my TuccefTor ihould 
be appointed. The other letter was en- 
tirely from bin)felf» full of expreflitMis of 
fcindnefs, and in the true ftyle of Henry 
the Fourth. I would wifli to tranfcribe it 
entirely j but I valued it too highly to rua 
the rilk of lofing it in my flight j it re- 
mains at Paris, with feveral other letters 
from the king and queen : the box which 
co^ains them is buried fix feet under 
ground in a garden. I hope that this pK* 
cious depofit will be one day reftored to 
me, or at leafl: that it will not be loft to my 
children. In the mean time, I muft con- 
tent myfelf with only tranfcribing part of 
his majefty's letter, which is deeply eur. 
graven in my heart. 

" I am forry that circumftance? flWiga 

you to give in your refignation i from 

what I have learned, I believe you &&ed 

wifely ; but I dp not feel the lefs regret. I 

had 
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had determined to exert myfelf in fupport- 
iag yoti^ but that abfurd man has brought 
things to fuch a pais that it feems impof* 
iible. I hc^ youi' fervices will not be al- 
ways loft to me and to the ftate ; I may, oat 
day, perhaps, be in a fituation to d^iv^ ad« 
vantage from them *." 

'fhe perfon who brought this packet, 
defic-ed me to go to the king as fqpn as pof^ 
fible. 

I waited upon his majefty before I had 
recovered The emotion occafioined fay his 
letter ; and he received me with an alt of 
iadnefs, which fo thoroughly overcame me, 
that I butft into tears. He turned away 
to the window, where he remained feme 
lime filent, to give me time to compofe 
myfdf ; then i^proaching me with a look 
of ktndnels : 

• ** Je full bien fach^ que les circonffances vous aycnt 
forc£ de donncr notrc demtflkm i ce que j'^iprcDds ne pn»u*« 
qfi'en effet voua avez prit le ton parti j je n'en ai pai moiat 
Ae regret. Jfetois Bien ref<^ a deployer tout I'energw pot' 
fiblc pour voui fotttetur ; mals ce. diable d'homme a telle- 
ment' toot brouill£ qo'on n'y connoit plus riea.— J'efpiiw 
fiievM ffrvicei ne fcrontpatpcrdDa posr moi upottr I'^til) 
«t je cotnpte bien ktntreufertmjour.'* 

« You 
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** You »Iways wiflMid^" faid he, "to 
give in your refignation on the 15th of 
this month. You fhall coniinue itt youf 
department, at leafl:, till then ; and «e 
muft fee next what can be done. Have 
you feen the Garde des Sceaux f* 

** No, fire," anfwered I. 

•' I thought he had gone to tell you of 
Narbonne*s difmiflion. He £ud, when he 
parted from me, that, he was going ta your ' 
houfe." 

" He probably went direftly," anfwered 
I, *' with your majefty's orders to M. de 
Narbonne*" 

** Not at all," anfwered the king. " I 
fent them by a footman. There, read the 
letter I wrote to him; it is not long." 

The letter contained thcfe few words : 

** I liereby inform you, fir, that I have 
appointed M. de Grave to the war depart- 
ment ; yon will therefore ^ve him accels 
to the papers belonging to your office." 

• " Je vous pTcviens, monfieur, que je Tieng de nonunet 
M. de Graves au department de la guerre ; votu lui ronettA 
Totre jwricfcuiUe*" ' - , - , • 

. : \ "I have 
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'* I have not fcnt you the memorial of the 
affcmbly," refumed the king, " becaufe I 
vriihed to anfwer it immediately. It con- 
tains nothing new, and was even very ill 
written ; fo that the anfwer was not dif- 
ficulu" 

** I am fony,** faid I, " that your ma- 
jefty has taken fo much trouble. I have 
been employed in drawing up an anfwer^ 
which I have brought to fhew your ma- 
jefty." 

** That is much too long,** faid the king, 
when he iaw four pages of writing, " and 
therefore ufelefs. Mine is ten times fliortcr. 
See if it won*t do much better." 

" Perfectly well, lire," f^d I, after having 
read it. I would not change a word.'* 

" I am glad," anfwered he, ** that you 
approve. Go, then, to the GarJe des 
SceottXf to have it copied in his ofiice ; 
and alter I have figned it, he will counter- 
fign it, and fend it to the aBfembly." 

This anfwer was, in fubftance, as follows : 

" That the king cUd not find an article of 

accuJatioD, in the memorial addre&ed to 

htm 
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him againfl me, that had not been inchnled 
in the former accufatioas, ^hich the aOem-' 
biy had rejefled by palfiiig to' the order of 
the day ; and that therefore having norea- 
' fen to adopt a dl^rent (pinion of me from 
what the aflembly entertained, he did act 
think proper to withdraw Hb confideAce 
from me *." 

I had this letter expedited for the alTem* 
Uy with all pollible diligence, and it was 
fent at the moment when the unexpefted 
ae^ Was received of M. de Natbonne's 
difmiffion. Moft unfortunatdy my refig- 
nadon was not then known, having been 
fent too latfe to be inferted in the newf- 
papers of that day; and no more was re- 
quifite to in&ame the Briflbtines, the Gi- 
Topdifts, and the whole Cote Gauche of, the 
aflembly. At that very fitting, ^iflbt, 
svailing himfelf of the prefent difpofition 
of the aflembly, made a furious declama- 
tk)n againft M.'de Leflart, which produced 

- ■ a decree 
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'A decree of accu^on .againft that mi- 
-nifter. 

- Without giving him time to tnakt his 
defence} or examijoing into the truth of 
any o£ the accufations ibXuddenly brought 
forth aguafl him, this unfortunate and 
hoaoft man was, in coidequence of this de- 
cree, conduced to the' national court efbu> 
btiihed' ax Orleans. After remaining fix 
xnooths in the pnfon of that court, -widiout 
b^ng broi^ht to trial, he was trankferred 
to Verifies, the September following, by 
a detachment &om Paris, and there mafla- 
cred with the other prifoners. 

In addition to the king's forrow on ae- 
count of the afflictive events of this day, 
particularly the unjuft accufation of M. de 
Leflart, a courier arrived the fame evening 
firom Vienna, who brought intelligence of 
the death of the emperor Leopold. 

The Chevalier de Graves, now appoint- 
ed nunifter of war, took his place in the 
council that day. His. manners, although 
popular, were.no.t g( the ofteatatious, ca* 

you II. H . , . tcffing 
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refling nature of tluiC: that dii^gtdQiecl 
M. de Narbonae, but his condu^ ahd 
writings fiace the rertJation, and hia at- 
. tending the p<^ular aflemlilies ia the di£- 
fereot bTwoft v^iere he h^pened to be widi 
Hs regiment, made :him pafs fot a zealotis 
conffitntioaaljft animgft the JacolnoSi aiu} 
&r aa earned Jacohia'ainQngft thsArifto 
cratits ; therefore his nomin^oa did'nok 
.burt-tiie kick's -papularitf. In fad:, the 
jsheriiUcrwas neitlier a zealous cooiUtmidzi^ 
aHftiiOT-a Jacotnn ; but he was, vrhat many 
well-meaning people in France were at diat 
time, milled -by the attn^lon of new fyf- 
tems, by ^rfonal diifcontent, or by views of 
tEmbition. People <^ this 4elcription had 
forihied a little fyAem of rdformation fuU- 
able to their own fancicB and fituation» | 
and as long as they had hopes- that thdr 
own plans would be adopted, all was well. 
In the progrefs of the revolution, however, 
)hey became alarmed, and heartily regretted 
thattAey had everafOfted it in the fmalleft 
degree: but being u&w^ng to retraft, 
>-: .,, ^ partly 
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they Tielded to the tonwt. 

Whatcvdr were tke tdotiTei wbich ft^bi-t 
'aced M. 4e Graves, before he came iftCi> tfaa 
council, he certainly {hewed great attach- 
ment to the king, during his fhort admini- 
ftrationj which would have been ftill 
fliorter, had not his majefty for fome time 
reftifcd to accept of his refignation. 

If the royalifts had placed more confi- 
dence in him, hfe would certainly have 
ferved them as far as was. confiftent with 

• the timidity of his character. , 

The king was reduced to the fatal necef- 
fity erf" forming a new miniftry at a time 
when he had not the power of appointing a 
Tingle individual in whom he could place 
confidence. Senfible of the dangers which" .. 
furrounded him, he now Ihewted evident 
anxiety about his fituation. Inflead of the 
contempt and indifference with which he 
had fupported the outrages which he had 

■ hitherto been expofed to, forrow and con- 

^eroatioa were ftrongly marked on his 

Ha coun- 
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cduntenan^e.during that fad couocil of the 
9th of March, which was the laft at whiph 
I was prelent, and from which I retired, 
my heart imprdled widi the deepcft me« 
Uncbolj, 
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CHAP. XX 

»4n impertinent Utter ^bicb I received from 
M. Cayer de GerviiU.—My explanation 
'Hfttb binty and its confequencei. — M. La* 
cqfte catted to the miniftry.^—ISs cbaraaiK 
*-M. Dtiport dx te-Hrty Ca^er de Gtt-^ 
viile^ and Tarbi^ tbeir cbara&ers and 

, S^iffion,^Dunaurier Called ly M. de 
Lejfart.-^upplants bim. — (AaraSer af 
M.deLeJfart. 

TT7E were all fmcetely vexed at the de- 
* ' cree of accufatlon iflued againft M. 
de Le{rart ; but M. Cayer de GerrlUe, al- 
ways carried away by hi« violent and fuf- 
picious temper, took it into his head that t 
was the voluntary caufe of this misfortun<^ 
and that I had prevented my difmiflion 
&om appearing in. the Journal of the ptjx 
of March. I did not give myfelf the trou- 
ble to combat his notion, aft X hoped he 
u 2 would 
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would become fenfible of its injuftice, upoa 
cool refleaion : but I found, by the receipt 
of the following note, a few days after, that 
he ftill continued in the iame difpofition of 
mind : ' , ■ 

* "Sir, 
" After what has paffed, you ought no 
.longer to attend the council s and 1 give 
yoi> notice, that if yo^ ^pear there this 

■ evening, I fliall iirimediat«ly kaTe it.** • 

tknew him to be vKy capable of this 

■ aft ofintemperattcp, wad even o£ giving in 
his refignation, on this preteitti. .with a 

, patriotic oftentation, which might have 
■fejured' the king's affairs. - -This ct^n- 
■fideration hindered me'&om tafeiig any 
xtotice of the rudenefs of M; de GerviUe*s 
note, T?hich, bring diSated by a mail 
iJinded by paffion, did not merit the atteo- 
ttibn of a reafonable perfon. 
' I carried my moderation to the length" of 
■«¥en goirig to his houfe, in order to find 
out if he had not a more reafpnable riiotive 
fbr hk intefiaperate befaaViour th'an'l had 
' * * • ■■ fuppofed. 
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fttppofed My appearance rather furpiifed 
him. 

** You feem not to hare expeOied this 
vifit, fir," faid I, fmiling. 

** I acknowledge I did not," anfwered 
he : " but I had no doubt of your b«Ag 
ofiended; and {ince you are come, I am 
willing to ^ve you what fatiafadion you 
pleafe.** 

** You images, perhaps,*' iaid I, " that 
I am come with an intention to challengt 
you*" 

*' If it be fo," repHed he, " X am at your 
command$." 

** Explun to me, in the firft place, fir " 
faid I, ** what your motive was for writing 
to me in fuch an imperious ftile." 

'* Becaufe I have been informed," repUed 
he, " that the anfwer given by the king to 
your letter of refignatiqn, has had a very 
bad effea, particularly bia order for yotjr 
continuing your fundiona ; and fuch is tb^ 
temper of the people on that fubje£t, that if 
you were again to appear at the council, I 
H 4 ■ ihould 
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ihould not be furprifcd to fee it the caufe of 
an infurre^ion.'* 

■ " Your reafon is very good,'* faid I: 
** but you might have pven it in two 
■words, without putting yourfelf in a paf- 
iion." 

" You know my impetnofity," rejoined 
he, ** and alfothat I was extremely out of. 
humour at your condud with regard to 
poor de Leflart. What, in the devifs name, 
could you mean by your unwilUngnefs to 
have your refignation made public at the 
fame time with Narbonne's ? I forefaw 
what would be the confequence j and you 
appeared, at one time, to have come over to . 
our opinion : what could make you change 
yoiu" mind V* 

" And who told you,*' anfwered I, ** that 
I changed my mind ? On the contrary, I 
fent a copy of my refignation to the writer 
of the Paris Journal, and defired him to in- 
fer! it in his paper. What could I do 
more ?" 

♦•You 
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*' You certainly were too late in fendii^ 
it," replied he. 

** We went," refumed I, "from the c6m- 
mittee at three o'clock^ and the joumalifl: 
received my packet before four. Here is 
Iu$ anfwer, infornung me that I was too 
late, as his Journal was already printed.'* 

** You ought," faid he, " to have flop- 
ped the publication, and have caufed an- 
other edition to be printed, with your re- 
fignation." 

** Yes," replied I j " butl did not receive 
his anfwer till nine o'clock in the morn- 
ing." 

" Ah ! in that cafe I am in the wrong : 
but I advife you not to go this evening to 
the council." 

** I am of your oi^nion," I anfwered; 
** and I am going to give the king notice, 
that he may not be fuipriled at my ab- 
fence." 

I Accordingly went to the- king immedi- 
ately, and gave him an account of what 
had jpafTed. Hb majefly approved of my 
condu^, and obfetved, with fome truth, 
S that 
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that it was lucfcy my temper was Icfs vio- 
lent than M. Cayer de Gerville's. 

Lacofte, formerly firft cleric of the ma- 
rine ift the department of the colonies, and 
afterwards fent, in quality of the king's, 
commiflary, to eftablifh the new conftitu- 
tion in the Ifles du Vent, fucceeded me 
in the marine department. His difputc 
with M. de Behague, relative to their re- 
IpeQive powers, was the caufe of his being 
recalled into France. His denunciations 
againft that governor, in the affembly and 
in the club of Jacobins, where he went 
upon his firft arrival, and, his low birth, 
■gave to his nomination all the popularity 
which the circumftances required. This 
man, fo violent in his temper, and coarfe 
in his manners, ought never to have been 
ralfed from the fphere in which he had 
before pafled his life, as it was moft cer- 
tainly that in which he feemed beft fitted to 
a£t. Like others of his rank, the circum- 
fiance which he moft admired in the revo»- 
lution was, that it cleared the way to the 
firft offices of the ftate to all, without any 
V other 
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ether dHUodicHi than thofe of talents and 
of virtue ; two qualities in which few 
men are fenfihle of a deficiencj. His at' 
tachment to the Jacobins, or rather his de- 
(Ire to preferve their good graces, led him 
into the indecent abfurdity of placing a 
pike in his ball, with a red cap upon it i 
but, with all that was faulty or ridiculous 
in his manna:^, Lacofte wati, at bottom, aa 
honeft man : he detefted the cruelties of 
the revolution ; he always behaved refpeft- 
fully to the king, and gave his majeft^ 
fome proofe of attachment which required 
coinage. 

' The three minifters who remaned in 
place from the 9th of March, were M. 
TarbS, minifter of finance ; Gayer de Ger- 
ville, minifter of the home departQunt; 
uid M. Duport du Tertre, Gank Ha 
Sceaux^ who, after the decree of acculati^ 
ag^unft M. de Lellast, was entHifted \^]i 
^he bulinefs of the foreign depaictme&t -%iM 
. ;uiQ.ther minifter Ihould he appointed-^ • 
. : M. Pnporc du Tertre, whom the rcvo* 
lutioa bad x^t^ from the fituation of 
clerk, 
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clerk, with a falary of twelve hundred 
Kvres, to the firft dignity in the kiDgdOm* 
ures, from the beginning, and with good 
reafon, the zealous partifan of a revolution 
which had been fo advaatageouB to him. 
M; dc la Fayette, by whofe influence he had 
been appointed miniftef, and all that part of 
the firft afiembly which went by the name 
of Cote GaucbCi placed great confidence in 
him. Even after the difiblution of that 
aflTembly, he continued in. intimacy with 
fome of the principal perfons who had 
compofed it ; namely, the Lameths, Bar> 
nave, and Adrian du Port, who were every 
diiy at his houTc : he did nothing without 
confijldng them. 

The conftitutionalifts who formed the CSti 
Gamcbe * of the firft aftembly, became the 
C&i Droit of the fecond, in which the CStc 
Caacbe was compofed of the moft violent 
Jacobins, who aimed at the tjverthrow of 
i^ionarchy, cpnftitutional or not ; and 

• Cke GaucSe and Citt Droit were ntmes given to tlie 
tm pttrtiea in the aOembly ; the CecoDd denoting the itip- 
yOrteit of gOYcniment, the firft the oppofition. 

there- 
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diercfore attacked, -mth equal furf, the 
cooflttutional nunifters, and thofe whoa 
they fufpeO:ed of being attached to the an* 
dent gOTernment. On this account M. 
Duport du Tertre had nearly as many ene* 
mies ;h the airenab}y as myfelC He was 
-obliged tp give In his refignatioa a wedc 
after my retreat, in fpite of all his efforts to 
Support the Gonftirucion, to which he wa* 
jnore attached by gratitude than by eQeem. 
^eflrs, Tip^ and Cayer de QerrJUc 
xvere obliged to do the fame, becaufe thejr 
had adopted .(he fatal idea, that a miniftry 
«nure]y: compofed of Jacobins, was the 
pnly one which was proper for that po- 
Tiod ; and they perfuad^ the king ^nd 
queen, trf this* 

My nomination to the marine depart- 
ment had given great uneaiinefs to M. Du- 
port du Teitre, who has fioce owned to 
me, that he looked upQn me with an evil 
eye fpr fome. time, as he was convinced 
diat I had only accepted of the marine de- 
l^artment as a ftep to the chancellorAitp^ 
But h^ became one of my qiQ^ ^^PV3 
parti- 
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{MttUana when ht feuqd tbat it wiM act 
from ambition that I entered admtniftra* 
don; andy tliat ib &r from ddifihg the 
place <tf any of my coHe^ues, I only, 
thou^t of dlfengaging -tEfyf^ from my 
own as-fooa as I could with honow. 

Tarb^i formerly a clerk of the finances^ 
was an intelligent, aflive, laborious, honeft 
man, and entirely deroted to the king : he 
might hare kept ■ his place in adminiftra- 
tiori, ■with'- the confent of all parties, as he 
had never taken a ftep, of uttered an ex- 
preffion which couH"poflibly give offence 
to any 'ofle. He' had no great talents for 
fpeafciiig, afld drew up papers hut indiffer- 
endy; but he was mild, modeft, and po* 
lite. He feemed much mors iinpreOed 
mth the recolledion of what he had been, 
than elated by the dtuation'he had rifen. 
to, and was no way anxious to impreft. 
pthers with the idea of his own importance. 
Entirely occupied with the duties of hi* 
office, which he was thought to be more 
capable of difcharging than any other, it 
would have been fortunate that be had 
6 Con- 
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condnued in office ; becaufe, ia fo dmng, 
be would have rendered the king the efien- 
;ia] ferrice (^ keeping otit Claviere, who 
afterwards proved'onc of the moft wicked 
and dangerous men of the revolution. 

Cayea: de Gerrille was in hit heart «-re>- 
public^; he detelled and defpiied kings; 
and equally abhorred priefls ai all ■ deoo- 
mlnatlonS) wiimn he accufed of having, 16 
all ages, been the apoftle* of falfehood, the 
-propagators of fanaticifin, and the pro- 
moter of civil wars and perfecution. 

" I wifli from my foul," faid he one 
*^f!i>:^day to us, coming out of the councB, 
%l ** that I could hdd betwixt my finger and 
' toiumb that cutfed race of vermin, and an- 
nihilate them with one crack." 

Notwithftanding this ftrange Speech, lie 
Ihewed no prt^nfity to cruelty in his 
anions : but he might really be confidered 
as a very hot-headed man. In his opinion, 
■the conftttu^on had one very great fault • 
Namely, that it retained fomcthing of 
rtoonarchy j but, as he had fworn to o\fr 
'ji. _> fervc ■ 
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-fervc it, he was fcrupyloufly faithful to his 
oath. 

He was a member of the municipality 
xi Paris ; and the ex^rclTe of municipal 
fovereignty over-heated his naturally ar- 
dent br^n: t&e peopie was his jnceflant 
theme ; and he declaimed, with peculiar 
-nolence and TolubUity, agcunft ariftocracy, 
mobility, emigration, and priefts. He faw 
every where, but particularly at court, 
treafons, plots, confpiracies : in a word, he 
poflefTed all the chara^erifUcs of a flera 
republican ; and, in this quality, enjoyed 
great popularity. 

Soon after he entered the minlftry, he 
did jufiice to the king's good qiudities ; and 
, became fo fenfible of that prince's probity, 
the rectitude of his intentions, his mode- 
ration, and humanity, that he almoA for- 
gave him for being a king. The only fault 
he found in him, was his attachment to 
the Catholic faith, and to nrai-conftitu- 
tional priefts. But Cayer 'de GervUle's 
©pinion of the queen was Ux from being fo 
advan- 
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advantageous; b^ looked upon her as a 
haughty, perfidious, and wicked woman, 
who thought of nothing but of re-efta- 
bliihing defpotifm; and his idea of her' 
majeftj was fuch, that when the mini- 
flerial committee was held iti the pa- 
lace, he never would fpeak with freedom, 
&om a notion that the queen, or fomc of 
her f^es, liftened at the door, or behind 
the wainfcot : the fmalleft noife was Effi- 
cient to confirm him in his fufpicions, and 
prevent his uttering another fyllable du- 
ring the whole time of the committee. 

He wis one day extreihely offended by . 
an anfwer which the king inattentively 
made him in the old regal ftyle, which 
was now exploded. M. Cayer de Gerville 
had fpontaneoufly undertaken a very labo- 
rious piece of bufmefs, mereJy in the view 
of being ufcful to his majefty. After the 
council, he came and gave an account of 
, it : on which the king faid, ** / permit you^ 
Jir^ to prcfent yom- memorial to me." 

The- mihifter was fo much fhocked witl^ 
this anfwer, that he took up his pock«»t 

VOL. 11. I book. 
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hookf and abruptly left the king, without: 
iayiog {I tingle word. He came imme^ 
ately to pour fOTth his bad humour in the 
committee ; and, after telling his colleagues 
what had juft paiTed, he continued to re- 
peat with indignation : " / permit you to 
render me an ejfentiai fervtce ; a pkqfaat 
manner indeed of thanking a man ! If 1 
bad bad the memorial in my bands ^ I 'mould 
have tbrovsn it into the fire. However ^ be 
JbaU neverfet eyes on it." 

The nunifler's infolence had not ^fcaped 
the king j but he was foiled to bear with 
this, as with the other marks of difrefpedl 
. which he dwly received. Two dap ^fter, 
his majefty defired Gayer dc Gerville to 
bring him the memorial : he did this iii . 
fuch an obli^ng accent and manner, as en- 
tirely to overcome the minifter's anger. 
He immediately brought the memori^ ; 
and the king was again rdnftated in bis 
good graces. 

Upon another occafion, be treated Ma- 
dame Elizabeth with great rudenefs. This 
virtuous priocefs, whc^e life was dedicated 
to 
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to piety and benerolencej had coBtinuat 
applications ftom the un£»tunate. An 
unhappy nun had been particularly recom- 
mended to her protedioa ; flie defired to 
fee Gayer dc GcrviHe before he went to the 
council, intending to fpeak to him in faTOur ~ 
of the nun. He waited upon the princefs ; " 
but, before fhe had finiihed what ihe had 
ts fay, interrupting her abruptly, he iaid, 
•* It is aftoniihing, madam, that you fet fo 
little value upon the time of a minifleT, as 
to make him lofe half an hour in hearing 
the hiftory of a nun : I have other bufi- 
nefs on my hands than the affairs of nuns ; 
and you will forgive me, madam, when I 
tell you frankly, that I (hall give myfelf as 
little trouble about this one as about others. 

The mild princds, whofe ears, had never 
been wounded by fo harlh an expoftulation, 
vras fo much ihocked and confounded, that 
flie fuSered the minifter to leave the apart- 
ment without attempting to reply. 

Cayer de Gerville, finding that the po- 
pularity of the miniftry daily, dfecreafed, 
law no other means of retaining the little 
I a he 
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lie ftiU pofleffed perfonally, but that of gir- 
ipg in his refignatioa. Hi$ retreat was fol- 
lowed by that of the Garde des Sceaux^ who, 
having been chiefly fupported by Gayer, de 
Gerville's firiendfhip and popularity, did not 
choofe to rem^n alone expofed to the at- 
tacks of his enemies, whofe number every 
day augmented. He therefore announced, 
that he would give in his refignadon as 
foon as the accnfation againll him was ex- . 
amined into. 

This determination, which his friends 
took care to fpread, accelerated the bring- 
ing of this bullnefs before the alTembly; 
the accufation was rejeded, which, as his 
enemies obferved, was rearing a golden 
bridge for his efcape. 

A month after he was eleded, by a great 
majority of votes, Accufateur Public of 
the criminal tribunal, in place of Robe- 
fpierre, who refigned the office without 
having ever fulfilled its funftions. The 
condu^ of this monfter has but too well 
fliewn, that humanity was not his motive; 
the power of accufing was no fatisfadlion, 
5 unlefs 
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unlels he had alfo the power of deftroying 
his vid^ims. 

MelTrs. Duport du Tertre, Tarbe', and 
Gayer de Gerville, all gave in their refig- 
nations between the 15th and 20th of 
March. 

. The new miniftry was compofed of M. 
Duranthon for the department of jqftice, 
M. de Graves for that of war, D6 la Cofte 
for the marine, de Ciaviere for that of the 
finances, and Dumourier for foreign af- 
fairs. The laft, a month before his nomi- 
nation, was at Niort, where he had been 
forced to take refuge from his creditors. M. 
de Leflart bung informed that he was the- 
intimate friend of Grenfonne, imagined that- 
Dumourier'sgood offices migjit be of feryice 
to him with this deputy, whoi.w^s a mem-, 
ber of the dipl6matic committee, and one 
ef M, de Le^rt's moll inveterate perfe- 
cutors. In this' hope, he wrote a minifte- 
rial letter to Dumourier, who had long fo- 
licited an en^loyment in- the diplomatic 
liae, and defired him to come immediately 
to Wrie, where he would be informed of 
13 the 



,11 7^(1 by Google 



ii» PRIVATE MEMOIRS, 

the king*s intentions ; and, at the iame 
time, fent fix thoufand livres to enable him 
to clear offthe debts which be might have 
contraded in Poitou. 

Dumourier hafteaed to Paris, not -dotd^t- 
jng but the iituadoa of minifter plenipo- 
lentiary, at leaft, was inteoded for him.- 
Upon his artival, he flew to M. de Lefiart. 
The minifter tcAd him, that nothing was 
fct decided ; but that a' chaitge would fooa 
take place in the d^lomatic body ; and^ as 
he intended to jnopoSa him to the king, 
for one of the phices which was to be va- 
e&ttd^ he wUhed to hare foote converfatioa 
^di hitn £rft, that he might be akAe to 
jtidge in whit fituation his lendces wot^ 
be -mbft ufeful. M. d« Leflort then fpoke 
to him of the <^pt^tkm he experienced in 
the aflembly fretn fbme of the prindpd de^ 
puties. At the name of Gen&nn6» Dur* 
mourier interrupted the mimfter. 

" As fiM him," iatd he, f* he is my inti- 
mate friend, and entkely at my difpofal ; 
I not only take m hand, to pbc aa ead^o 
his attacks againft you, but ereo to lfidti% 
him 
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him to recdre your comHiiands to-moaovr 
xnonuag^ if you pleafe." 

M. de Leflart readily agreed to this pro-> 
|>oJkl. Accocdiagly Gearonae accompanied 
Dumourier next day ; exprefled much re* 
gret at having mlfunderftood the imoifter's 
intentioos, wMch had led him to oppofe 
his meafures ; and, at length, [Hromifed en- 
xirely to change his condudi. ^ ' 

M. de LeHart waft very well iatisfied 
with this interview ; conceived great hopes 
of benefit &am it, and exulted in dK lucky 
idea' which had ftruck him of calling, Du* 
mcnirier to Paris. The general was not 
long of perceiving this, and did not fail to 
arrul himfdf of it, with Ms ufual addreis. 
On his thjjrd vlfit to the minifier, he ex- 
~ pre0ed a fear of being arrefled by his cre- 
ditors if he reciiained longer in Paris, 
-lliere was no means of retainii^ him, but 
by paying his debts, which were pretty 
confideraUe; and the neceflary fum was 
-taken from the fund of fecret expences, 
which was at the miniiUr's difpoial. 

I 4 Some 
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Some days after, Genfonn^ and the other 
friends which Dumourier had in the af- 
fembly, gave him to underftand that it 
would be an eafier matter fot him to fuc- 
ceed M. de Leflan than to fupport him ; 
and, in this inflancc, as in many others* 
ambition triumphed over gratitttde. 

M. ' de LelTart's talents, without being 
ftriking, were greatly abov6 mediocrity ; 
lie had a penetrating and juft underftand- 
ing, and an upright mind, notwithftanding 
his ambition, which fometimes mifled 
him. Perhaps he would have had eneigy 
of charader, had he enjoyed a better ftate 
of health ; for he was capable of adt^ting 
vigorous meafures j but, unlefs they were 
put in. execution immediately, a nervous 
attack, tp which he was extremely fubjed, 
was Aifficient to get the better of them. 

He had long been the friend, the £ivour- 
ite, and admirer of M. Necker: he ac- 
knowledged, howeTer,and bitterly lamented 
the faults of that minifter's laft adminiftra- 
tion ; but thofe very faults appeared in the 
eyes of friendfliip the errors of virtue. 

« M. Necicr," 
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" M. Necker," faid he, ** does not knov 
mankind ; and his great fliiftake is in judg. 
ing of the hearts of others by his own.** 

Mj de Lcffart was neither a republican, 
tior a conftitutionaUft, but fincerely ^- 
tached to the Hng, whofe virtues he re-, 
vered ; and, to the lafl: moment, he gave 
his majefty every mark of zeal and fidelity 
that was in his po^^er. He may be iv- 
proached, like all who compofed the m}- 
niftry at that- time, with having continued 
to difcharge the functions of- his depart- 
ment' after the king's departure for Va- 
rennes, and during his captivky. But It li 
prefumable, that his majefty was iatisfied 
with the motives which had Induced the 
mimfters to that condud, though contraiy 
to the orders he had left at his departure j 
i)ecaure he reftoicd them all to his con&^ 
dence afterwards, and was very much a& 
fe£ted on account of the decree of accufa- 
ti<Sn iffiied agwnft M. de Leflar^ 
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CHAP, XXI. 

Itbe account of my adminiflration given in to 
the affembly. — // is printedy and dtftri- 
biiied over the kingdom. — Di/content of 
tbe jacobins. 

MT iiift care, on retiring &om die mini- . 
ftry, was tc get ready the accoimt (^ 
my adpiimfttadon, which the aiTen^ly had 
a right to exad, and which the confUtu* 
tioD «Uowe4 9 moath to preptire. 

J yras earaeftly fc^ickous to , l^iew, by axx 
a^^otic aOij aod in a ffl#imer which 
wottld no W9y conunit dke ^ogi all the err- 
ors c^ the oew coalticutioo, and the evils 
which arofe from thei? in the department 
entmfted to me ; therefoix;, fxt from taldng 
advantage of the delay which the constitu- 
tion granted, I laid my account before the 
afiembly on the 28th of, March, thirteen 
days after my refignation. I added to this 
account an extrail of the verbal proccfles of 
6 the 
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the pritwipa} mfurre^oiu uid mi^mefr 
which had taten place in the fear-ports, and 
on board the vefl'ds, none of vdbich had 
been pumflied. I fnbjoined copies of the let- 
ters which I received from navy cheers, con- 
tainingtheirmotivesofrefignation. Iregard- 
ed this fupplementas a necefiary and proper 
refotation of the calumnies - which were 
^read againfl; the marine body, accufed of 
iriflocracy, and of favouring defpotifin. I 
-fef^rcffed the fignaturee, that no indivi-^ 
dual might be brought into danger. Sii 
thoufand copies were immediately printed, 
And one fcnt to every member of the af- 
fembly ; a certain number to all the di&r- 
cnt departments, and to Ae principal muni- 
cipalities of the kingdom. The remainder 
was diftributed in Paris. 

In this pubhcation, I laid open, without 
referve, the fatal confequences of ^e unre- 
ftnunedpower arrogated by the clubs. The 
Jacobins were the more violently irritated 
its I brong^t fuch inconteftible proofs c£ 
every ciramiflance, that the truth could not 
be doubted. 'Diis publicatioa was not ne- 
cefiary 
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cefiary to draw upon me the animadverfion 
of the Jacobiiu, whofe anger I had long 
before, incurred ; and I ihould certainly 
have -felt the eSc€ts of their, rage, if the 
Biarine committee had been able to dif- 
covea: the Icaft error in my calculations : 
but luckily they were equally exaft with 
jny narrative. I fliall here give this rae- 
morial, not only a& being the moft iinport- 
"ant aft of my miniftry, but as it is alfa 
the only piece of the kind which ha&,beea 
publifhed. 

AJiatement^ addrejftdto the national affembly 
by M,de Bertrandde. MoUvUle^ late mini- 
, Jlerof the marine^ on the zytb of March 
J792- 

•* I mi^ht limit myfelf, by prefenting to 
the national aflembly an account of thofe 
particulars only which they have the right 
of exading from me ; but I have refolved 
to lay before them all the particulars of my 
condud, and the motives of my a^ons, 
during the whole time that I was ehtniAed 
with the marine department. \ 

** The 
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** The expenditure of money, which is 
generally the principal objeft of re^nfibi- 
Uty, was, I muft fay, during my admUil- 
firaticm, the circumftance of fmalleft im- 
portance ; I fliall therefore, in this memo- 
■ rial, give, what regards accounts feparately. 
Thofe of a minifter of marine arc extremely 
Ample, becaufe he does not direi2 the ex- 
penditure at the ports ; fae is only re^'on- 
fible f<x the coiitrads which he m^us per- 
fonally, or for thofe which he agrees to. 
He mull iikewife accounC for all cxpences 
which he anthorizes to be made, and for the 
quarterly diftributioii of the funds. Tike 
adminiftrators wlio refide in the ports, in 
the fleet, and in the colonies, are refpoa- 
iible that the funds which they aie entruQ:- 
cd with Ihall be exa^ly diflxibuted. I here 
lay before you the accounts which { have 
fettled, and thofe of the contrads which f- 
have concluded. All are conformable to 
the cftimalc which was fixed, according ta 
the orcUnary and extraordinary valuations' 
of the difierent articles, and of the funds 
which were aligned. I have not only 
ne«r 
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never exceeded the effimate, but, oa the 
contrary, have expended kfs than I Was 
authorized to do, upon all thofe articles on 
which a faving could be made. At a time 
when the difpofition pf the maritime powers 
could give us no uneafmefs, and when the 
demands of the war department were im- 
menfe, this meafure, which was prompted 
by the pureft patriotifm, and ^proved of by 
tiie Ung, produced, during the five months 
1 was in oflScc, an important faving. 

" I &aU iay no more upon a fubjeft 
which' can fo eafily be verified by an exa^ 
nuoation of the fa^ I come now to the 
moft efiential parts o( my adminiibation ; 
ai^d tHs ihall form the laft anfwer I ihall 
make to the feproadies which have been 
Uirown .out a^;unft me ; for having now: 
acquired the right to fpeak the whole truth, 
X Ihall conceal nothing. 

" From the moment I entered into ad- 
mlniftration) and during the ihort timft 
wludi I continued in it, I have feen the 
{cwrces of the wealth of the.nation draiaedy 
•ttc principal c{)lQny laid w»fte, the others 
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id a ftate^of ££:0iUent or iiifurre^liQii, our 
trade decreaHng, our navy dilbipmtzed* ' 
our docks, arfenals, and Jhipping pnsfco^ 
ing the frigbtful ^pearance of want of dil^ 
cipline, of anarchy, and contempt of die 
laws* *^ 

*' The caule of thefc erlb was known to 
alL Thofc -who oi^ht to obey, had dared 
to threaten; and tho£: who ought to coio- 
mand, were deprived of all authoritf, and 
irere loaded wkfa infults widi impuiuty; 
I &7 with impunity, becaufe dieie is no 
example of aay one having been puni&ed 
on account of the inforre^ODS in the fleet 
or in the harbours, at lot the mndnies ei^ 
cited i^ainft the naval cheers. This win 
be proved, to your conTi£tion, by the papero 
which are annexed to my account ; and you 
will find that ^ moft lawful a.Qs of autho- 
rity were confidered as infultfl by thofe 
wlu> had fuddenly paffed from a ftate of 
necefTary fubj^kioQ to one of entire iitt 
dependance. The clid», which axz' coc^ 
poraUons of a land much mcure powerful 
than thofe which the coi^utioa abolHhed, 
have 
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hxve exercifed, in all our harbours, a fatal 
lafiaence wbich none of the conftituted au- 
thorities can refift ; for the workmen who 
receive daily pay, the clcrks» the fuper- 
iotendents, 2nd the fubordinate officers^ in-* 
ftead of bang entirely occupied by their 
bnfineie, have ceafed to obey the govern- 
ment which employed them, and have be- 
come dangerov^ iaftruments of fedltion. 
Wfaatmuft be the confequence, when inch 
perfbns are at once convened into reform- 
ers, political orators, and cenfurers of the 
adminUtration ? What muft become of 
public authority, when eabh individual ex- 
crdfes it ? How are orders to be iflUed^ 
■when the inferiors profcribe, infult, uid puc 
to flight their fuperiors ? 

** All thefe fai^s are of fuch public no- 
toriety, that I have no fear of being accu&d 
of exaggerating them. I £ball add to the 
pikers which p^ove the truth of this me^ 
moriat, feme of lefler note, becaufe it is my 
duty to conceal nothing. 

•* It will not be forgotten, that between 
die two remarkable revolts againft the priiv> 
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. cipal officers, between the period at which 
M. d' Albert was iitfulted, aiid when M. dc 
lajaille was imprifoned, at the arrival of ■ 
the Leopard at Ipreft, a navy clerk, wh© 
irras theii procureur of the municipality, 
pronounced a public difcourfe, in which 
he bafely calumniated and menaced the ~ 
whole navy, which was then entbe, none 
of the ofiicei's having at that tinle aban-^ 
doned the fervice. This fcandalous fpeech 
was denounced in the conftituent aflem- 
bly, but the man who pronoynced it be- 
came afterwards antemberofthelegiilative 
body ; and in the begiiinirtg of laft Decem- 
ber he wrote to the municipality of Brefl 
in thefe terms, on mentioning me : 

** * We wait for the iinpoftor without 
fear. You did well to accufe and denounce 
him. . . . You will Toon fee how we fliall 
treat him. . , . We del])il<; the Marignys 
and Bertrands,* &c. &c. * 

"It 

* This Ictur wu oomipuDicated by the muudpalhy of 
Brejl to M. de Marigny, wiio mfonned me of it ; and I re- 
ceivei} likewife, at the iamt time, two t»)piet of it. I hvn 
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« It is this man * who, after fuch a let- 
ter, hat not hditated to become the reporter 
of thefe denunciations, which he himfelf 
encouraged and procured. 

•* In entering into the miniftry, I found 
Ae navy in this wretched condition. The 
patience c^ the officers was exhaufted, but 
they continued brave, 2calous, and patri- 
otic. What ought I to do ? Was it proper 
for the king's minifter to increafe the diC- 

bten repnuched for not mentionrng this ( i ] : but how is k 
pol&ble to miftakc the motive of my filrnee J Being com- 
pletely convinced that'the accufationi agaioft me were un- 
founded, I Daturally wilhed that the reporter Ihould be a 
perfon whom ne one could fufpe£l of being too ^Tonrable 
to mc. Such was my wifli. Was tt not accompliflied even 
beyond my hopes? 

* Tbis violent patriot, wbofc name wa; Cavelicr, came 
fecretly to London in the year 1794, with the defign of ob- 
taining in«ney from the Englilh government, ofTering to 
hive the port of Breft burnt, or delivered up to the Eng* 
lilh. Ivaainfanned of his arrival and of his intention, and 
gtve immediate notice of it to Mr. WintUiam, who «• 
preOed the fame horror which I had (tit at this intimation. 
I afliiied him of the infamous charaAer of this fellow, upon 
whom no dependence could be put ; the confeqnence of 
which wu, that Cavclier was ordered to qiiit ifae kingdoiD. 

(I) ruhAttviix, Ko.Vn. 

fatis* 
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latisfadion, by MicouTagiog informations} 
calummes, fuul infurredions ? Was it his 
duty to obey the inAirgents In the fea-ports, 
or to conform himfelf to the fpirit and let- 
ter of'the conftitution, and to endeavour to 
re-eflablifh order and difclptine, by putdng 
tke laws in execution againft all who in- 
fringed ^hem ? This is what I have done ; 
and thofe who reproached me with break- 
ing the lam, by granting furloughs, have 
forgotten that I have juftified each by the 
very words of thofe laws i and the three 
which woe thought moft reprdienlible, were 
found, on examination, to be as conform- 
able to the laws as the reft. In faA, there is 
no example of a knight of Malta being re- 
fund, in time of peace, leave of abfence to 
execute the fcrvicc of his order, becaufe the 
crulfing of MaltcTe veflels in the Mediter- 
ranean was £3und of ufe to our trade in 
that fea ; and M. de Nieul, Infpcflor of the 
marines, never having been employed Hnce 
the year 1789, and it not beii^ poflible tq 
employ him till the new organization of the 
4rmy had taken place, he had no occafion for 
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a written permiflton to abfent himfelf ; for 
he was in thefituation of an unemployed ge- 
neral officer, therefore the leave of abfence 
which I gav£ him was neither requifite nor 
written with all the forms, and was only re- 
'qu^fled by lum that I might know where ' 
hp w^, In cafe of my having occafion to 
tranfinit the king's orders to him. 

" I have likewife been reproached for 
aot having informed the legislative body of 
the difordered and abandoned (late in which 
the harbour of Breft was ; and with hav- 
ing vmttcn to the editor of the Moniliuri 
•n the 14th of November, that no naval 
officer had quitted his polL It was, with-* 
out doubt, forgotten that my letter was an 
anfwer to the editor, who had made' afalfe 
allegation in his paper. He had ftated, in 
the preceding number, that I had requefted 
to be heard in the alTembly, to mention the 
new meafures which the king had adopted," 
relative to the defertion of the officers in 
iny department. I anfwefed, as I ought, 
thatl had not accufed the naval officers of 
any new emigration, becaufc the fad was,- 
diat 
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. that fince my beibg ift adminillratioD, not, 
one of them had quitted his poft. And if , 
the author of the obfervations addrefled to 
tbejctng, upon myconduA, had taken the 
trouble to look over the papers which were 
annexed to the report of the naval com- 
mittee, he would have found, in page 26, 
an extract of the review of the ift ofOdoi 
ber, and in the laft page, an extrad. of that 
of the 30th of November, in both of which 
the number of officers abfent without leave 
was ftated to foe two hundred and feventy'- 
one. He muft then have been convinced, 
that I was fully authorifed to affert, upoft 
the 14th pf November, that fince my en- 
trance into adminiftration, no naval officer 
had quitted his poft. He might have re- 
membered, thf.t one of the firft aSs of my 
adminiftration was to propofe to the king 
to recall all abfent oncers, by a letter ad- 
dre0ed to the commandants ,of the Tea-* 
ports, beginning with thefe words : 
■ " / aw informed^ Jir, ^at the emi- 
^raiionf 0moti^ the naval offic^rt increafe 
daily, 

K3 *'If 
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" If he had rectfUeded this lener, tif 
which the natioDal aflemblf were informed, 
and which wa« printed in tbc public newf-^ 
papers, he muft, 'vntfaout doubt, hare per* 
ceived, that the reproach of having con- 
cealed the emi^don pf the naval officers 
was too p^lpablf unjufi, even to have beei) 
pronounced agunfi: me hj thp leg^flative 
body*. 

" I flattered myfelf, that by checkii^ all 
difturbjinces, by puniQiing all (M>bedienee 
of orders, and by prcTcnting thofe afts of 
.violence, which Outde the prefence of th« 
naval officers in tbe fca-ports dangerous to 
themfelves, and nfelcfs for the fervice, that 
I fiiould at length enable them to do their 
duty with the laine firmnefs, with which, 
for two years, they had endured the re^ 
preaches, the fufpicions, and threats with 

* Thef|C are not tlie only miftakm vfaich the authoT of the 
obfervatk>ni addreffcd to the king hu fallen into. He ac- 
cufca tne tfbavii^ grimed perm^uu cf ai/tuce, qkiaigh agr 
fnJtc^r hadp^^v^jji^ndcd titm on the i^th of Augifi. 
But the &A it exadly the tctcHc ; for in one month tram 
the I5fh of Auguft, my predeceflbr gnnted leave of ab- 
fence, or a prolongatioB of abfcace, to twenty-two officer*. 

which 
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•which thejr were loaded. I was" thoroughly 
fentible of the difficulties of fuch an uader- 
talnng,but I was not to be difconceited bj 
pcrfon^ abofe or by fecret plots. Thefe 
attacks I confidered as honourable proofs 
of my zeal for the public fervicc: but my 
courage and my exertions were ineffeAual ; 
for I could only ad: by the power of go- 
vernment, and according to the law. But 
gOTcmment was no longer rcfpefted, and 
the- laws were violated with impunity; it 
was therefore Impoffible for me to attack a 
fingle abufe, without exciting outcries and 
accufations which were always ftrongly ■ 
fupported. The firft impreffion is ever 
x^ainft the accufed, efpecially when he is a 
minifter; and in thefe wretched times, no 
man can be a miniiier without being in- 
ftantly fufpe^led of error, of wilful wrong, 
and of want of patriotifm. 

*' In vain I invoked the vengeance of the 
laws againft thofe who attacked and wounded 
M. de la Jaille. All Breft knew thofe who 
committed this outrage, which was perpe- 
trated at mid-day, in the prefence of a thou- . 
K 4 fand 
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fand witnefles. The proceedings againfl: the 
■criminals commenced, and decrees vrexc 
paired ; but the execution of thofe decrees 
was fufpended. The villains were protetfl- 
cd by pow(;rful depi^ogues, wjiQ icrri-p 
^pd and controuled tt^e minifiers. 

^* I attempted to fupprefs the infolence, 
Jlforder, and W4nt of fqbordin^tion, which 
reigned in our arfenals ; but every efibrt 
was inefiedual; for the fadious Ipirit of 
party and licentioufnefs annihilfites al{ 
;«ithority, ^11 cccpnomy and regularity 
jfi at an end ; and the fofs of time, ^d the 
wafte pf puterials, niay be computed at 
fever4 njillions, ffom the impoffibility of 
punilhing or difmiiling thofe workmen, 
overfcers, fubordinate officers, and clerks, 
who were turbulent orators, and who v^ere 
protected by the clubg. 

" In the {hipping, the copf^lip|l was of ^ 
different Bnd, but equally impoffibic to be 
^medied. 

*' A new form of tnal has been eftabliflied 
for thofe who epmqut offences pi^ board 
j( ibip, , This form willi perhaps, an- 
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fwer very well in other times, when light is 
mOre generally diffufed, and when the true 
principies of a free conlHtution are fami- 
liarly knoyra by all. But experience has 
diemonftrated, that, where the minds of 
men itfe new to liberty, and confequently 
unable to diftinguifli it from licentioufners, 
a maritime jury will riot fiicceed in the 
manner expeded by the conlUtuent aflem- 
bly. The appendix, which is added Co 
this memorial, cont^ning many declHona 
of juries, will leave no doubt upon this fa£t 
** "We need feefc no other caufe for the na- 
val officers abandoning the fervice. Thole 
■who have fent in their refignations, and 
yet remain in , France, have alleged no 
Other motives in their letters to me j copi« 
of which I think it my duty to lay before 
the national aflembly. It appears by the 
^ntiments expr^lTed in thefe letters, th^ 
there is not one -officer who is not ready to 
flied the laft drop of his blood for hu 
country, if he did not dread the lofs of his 
honour, ever connected with &e honour of 
tile French flag. 

«'Th<) 
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** The legiflative body will diffipate thit 
well grounded apprehenfion, by taking im- 
mediate and effedlual meafures to e&d)liih 
order, difciplihe, and fubmiilion to the 
laws: this is the only means of faving the 
French navy &om the deftrudion with 
wtuch it is threatened, and of preTe:nting 
the epoch of its new. formation bung that 
of its total diifolution. 

** In the merchant fervice, there will tc 
found all that can be effe^ed by zeal and 
patriodfm; but, unfortunately, it is only 
by great labour and long experience, that 
the talents requifite in. the different ranks 
can be acquired. Tourville and Duguai- 
trouin were not the work of a day; they 
were formed by dangers and battles. 

" But let us fuppofe, that the merchant 
fervice was able to' furniOi the ftate with 
a fufficlent number of able, officers, without 
obftruding commerce and endangering the 
fafety of the merchant fliips. How are 
thefe uew officers to be obeyed, if the af- 
fembly does not adc^t the neceifaTy means 
to reprefs mutiny! How can the com-. 
- manders. 
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manders, whoever they are, be refponfable, 
ia this profeffion, if there is not the moft 
immediate implicit obedience? The flighteft 
faefitation in executing an order, or In 
obeying a fignal, may be fufficient to en- 
danger the fafety of the ftate ! It is un- 
neceflary for me to obferve, that the firft 
meafure to be taken is, to fupprefs, in all 
the fca-port towns, thofe deliberating cor- 
porations, which were profcribcd by the 
conAituent aflembly, which have had the 
^ower of annihilating all that confi<jence, 
refpedt, and fubmiflioni which are due from 
the inferior towards the fuperior ofiScers. ' 
" I fhall not enlarge upon the £hare I 
have had in the government of the colonies. 
The affembly already know the dif- 
afters which have taken place there, and' 
the melaacholy coafequences which have 
followed. Both at St. Domingo, and at 
Martioico, as in France, all the evils have 
^rifen &om the diforgani&tion of the go* 
vernment, from the audacity of fadious 
men, and from infurredions being un- 
punilhed. 
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puniflicd. I have exerted myfelf, by mak-- 
Ing repeated demands and complaints ta. 
this affembly, even to importunity, to havt 
the misfortunes of the colonies remedied ; 
and I have at leaft the confolation of 
knowing, that they were hot owing to 
me* 

** Laftly, there is another truth, which is 
important, though little known, that I 
ought to atteft and puUifli. During the 
five months and a half In which I have, ' 
been in the ipiniftry, I have never {pen the ' 
king vary one moment from his fidelity to 
th^ principles of the conftitutiop. , I ^all 
mention^ ix\ fuppprt of this alTertion, a fa^ 
which recently occurred, and whicl^ made 
fp great an impreffion upop my colleagues, 
Yhat they cannot have forgotten it. 

** Tpwards the end of laft month, a very 
delicate and important affair was .brought 
before the council. There were two ways. 
of adting ; the one would occafion a very 
confiderable increafe of the power of the 
(^oyrn, without exciting any difcontent^ 
becaufs 
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becaure it was agreeable to the general wifli. 
,The other was the way more exadly cort- 
&riiiable to the letter and fpirit of the con- 
Aitution. The ting, without waiting for 
the advice of his minifters, did not hefi- 
tate a moment in deciding for the latterj 
and he figpified his opinion in thefe re- 
markable words : 'Hbe conjiitution is to be 
faithfully executed^ and we are never to attempt 
to increafe the powers of the crown. What 
an example to the conftituted authorities ! 
And how much is it to be wifhed , for the 
good of the public, that all of them fhould 
confine their powers as fcrupuloufly withia 
the bounds, that are prefcribed !■ 

*' I Cubmit tbefe refledUons to the w^dom 
of the national aflembly. They are fug» 
gefted to me by the pureft love of my 
country.' May-my fucceflbr, happier than 
me, fee true.patriotifm triumph over the 
paffions and falfe opinions which I had tq 
combat* I 

(Signed) De Bertrand." 

• f^wfr Appendix, No. VIII. . ■ - 

This 
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This declaration, which was printed and 
■ -direiSied to each member of the alfembly, 
contains the moft pofitlve contradiiSion ctf 
all the acculations thrown out againft me 
in the memorial addrefTed to the king. It 
wasinduftrioufly fpread through the whole 
kingdom as a challenge to any of my ene- 
mies to anfwer it : but as no one attempted 
its xefutationg the abfurd calumny of my 
having favoured the emigration of the na- 
val officers, by paying them their appoint- 
ments at Coblentz, and by granting to 
many the liberty of abfenting themffilvca, 
was forgotten for a time. 

The Jacobins, however, ftlll honoured 
me by their animadverfions. My name 
was never pronounced in the club without 
being accompanied with the eplthete of 
infamous or villainous. The f(4e crime 
which they accufed me of was being a 
member of the chimetical Auftrian com- 
inittee;- and to make the exigence of this 
committee credited, fa^ious men publlihed 
duly pretended dlfcoveries of treafonablc 
6 defig^ns 
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defigns and imaginary plots, in order to en- 
rage and tnillead the pet^lc. 

It was not till the September following 
that the infamous Hebert, in the account 
which he publifhed of the maflacres of the 
prifoners at Orleans and^erfaillcs, renewed 
the charges againft me which had been be- 
gun by Cavelier, Rouhier, &c. ; and he 
had the effrontery to fupport them by a 
public confeiHon, which he aiTerted I made 
at the moment of my death; for I yra& in- 
cluded by him among the vi^ms of this 
horrid mafTacre; and the relation of my 
puniihment, accompanied with my laft 
will, was not the leaft intereAiqg part of hb 
Journal. 

It will appear, in the courfe of thefe Me- 
moirs, that there was a ftrong reafoa for 
this faUehood *. 

* Aa old French navy officar, who tm csJhiocd by a 
CDiut.maitiiLl, and dedarcd unwotthy and incapable of 
fcning th« king, was cvodtnocd t« be imprifbned fqr 
twenty yean. hujuftpubUQiedawoii, theobjc&of whKb 
ii, without dnubt, to prove thu he b worthy and capaUf 
ftTfETvuig the tepttUic, not onlya th«ranLof(iM»(>«n»s( 
which he flfiwholdi, but in that of admiral in duef, ofwhicb 
he tfptm to be axdHtioui. Tiut wsek i| entilkd frftit 
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it* EivinimuM de ta Gaent Maritine, Ja Caufei Jt la De- 
fimSioK dt U Marmt Frattfoife, it des Moyem de la retatSr. 
The author's nunc m Y. J. Kergudi'n. This admiraif 
Agrthy, irj hii trnpoftuTMr of being the cc\ui, and even the 
continuator of the joumalill Hebcit ( i ], repeats, fram the rt- 
htlon of the Tna&cres of Verfailleg, " that I facilitated the 
cmigiation of the general oScen, and the other naval offi' 
cert i and that I had prefentcd a baircn hft of a corpS) the 
individuals of which irere at Cahlentz, though they were 
pud as if at Toulon, Breft, Rochefort, or Paris." He adds, 
<* riiat being the flave of a comipt court, I was only fitted 
to promote its criminal views, in refilling the progrefs of tlie 
molutioB, and in reftraining the courageous efforts of the 
■ fiends of h"berty." Finally, he imputes to me '• the rapid 
ttfeof GenenlTniguet, an inexperienced youth, who waa 
fiiddnlj promoted to the rank of etntre-aaaraU" 

Iflchofetomake uEe of forae notes which I had occalion 
t* penlfe, refpefting Y. J. Kergueh'n, amidfl thofe which 
were kept in my office, conceming : naval ofBcers, who 
had been likewijje caihiered, though for fmallcr ofiences, I 
could eafJy fiiew that it is prudent to diilruft his alTertions, 
even when official. I Qiould only have to quote the report 
which' he made of bis fiift expedition to Tena Auftr^, of 
which he gave, a moCt feducing defcription, although he 
never few the country, except through a fpying-glafa. Every 
thing which he narrated, rebtive to the rich culture of the 
lands, the industry, inteUigeuce, and mild manners of the 
inhabitants, is flatly contradifted by M. de Rolily the elder, 
who comrasndcd the armed cutter with twenty men, which 
Was feat there, and who afierts, that he had difcovcred, on this 
4ry rocky country, no maiks of cultivation, and no inhabit- 
ants ; and that there were only found fome fea-birds, which 
were & tame, that they allowed themfelyes to be taken by 
the hand, and the marks of one quadruped of the finalkft 
' {i}. Wri» af a Jwiml fcoowa uaii« th* titte of Lt Flrt Output. 
. . fpecics. 
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(pecics. TMs defcription, which w 'predfrfy conformi^e 
to that of Capttin Cook, vill detenniiK in' vrfkat man- 
ner the reports and alTertions of Y. J. Kcrgndin are to 
be CiipIaiiKd by diofe who wiA ta un've at tbe truth. 
Thui, when he aflqrtB, " that u the flare of a corrupt cocrrtt 
I wu only fitted to promote its crimiDal vtewst" that raeanCf 
thtt at the time when I entered into adminiftratlon, there 
wai no court ^ and that the mofl virtuous and beH-IntentioBCHl 
king waE,- in hii own palace, ai is known to bH Europe, the 
only Have. When he advances, " that the emigrated offi- 
cera were paid at Toulon, Breft," Sec. ftc. we tmift conclude 
that none were paid. Indeed it was jmpoflible that any could 
he paid^ wrthont lending a ccnMcate of their refidence to the 
paymaller, who wag perfenriiy refponfible, and who never 
could receive any orders upon this fubjed from the minifter. 
When he reproaches me " with having prefented a barren 
lilt of naval officers, and of having promoted Truguet prema- 
turely to the rank of eonlre-anurdl," thofe aflertions mean, 
that the ]i&. pubb'lhed during my sdminilliation had been 
drawn up and ordered by my predcceflbr, and that General 
Tniguet was not named to the rank of ewtn-amrai till 
Tome months afler my retreat. FinaUy, when he acculea 
me " of having deftroyed the navy," it is then clearthat I 
had no (hare in it ; and that it ought to be uuputed to the 
caufes which I have explained in my Ibtement, and to the 
negligence of the naval committee, in not framing fuch de- 
crtea as were neceflary for re-elb.hlilhing order and difciplinc 
in this department. This was affirmed by the minifter him- 
felf, in his report upon the ftate of France, pronounced be- 
Fore the alFembly July lo, 1 791, that is to Iky, four months 
after my retreat. The minifter of juftice, fpeaking in the 
nunc of all his colleagues, announced, " that cYCry thing waj 
unfettled in the naval department, when M. LaCofte enter- 
ed into it ! and that things were ftfll in the fame ftate, be- 
caufe, in fpite of the efforts of the uuai&cr and of bi» prede- 
VOL. II, I. Gcflbn, 
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ceSbn, to obuin from tbc aflembly fupplement^iy lawi, to 
regulate the organlzaUon of this depaitmcnt* none had yet 
been decreed." 

After biving demonftrated, that in bdievin^ the eoMrt' 
gmiral Kergueliii, you xre &rther from the truth than in be- 
M/mag the very rereife of what he affirms, I cannot he^ 
congratulating myfdf upon hia having abufed my admiotftra- 
tion. ' With regard to .bit mem and mSitary talents, al- 
duMight before the feotence of the court-martial, which de- 
clared him unworthy and inc^ble of ferringt he was con. 
£deied by hit commanders and hiavequals as an unfldlful of- 
ficer, and ignorant in hit profefEon, yet hia promotion to the 
rank of eontre-mnira/ makes it impolEble to doubt his bav- 
ipg become fuddculy as able as he thinks ^limlclf^ 
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CHAP. xxn. 

M. de Fleurictt named governor to the Prince 
Royaly but not invejled in the office.-^jifier 
my rejignation^ the king de^res me to keep 
up a correfpondence by letters •UiitB bim.-~ 
The obje^ of tbis,-^His maje/iy cojtfigns to 
niff tire di're^ion of certain affain^ ivhicb 
bad been formerly under the fuperintend' 
ance of M, de Lefart. — Spies etnployedby 
the tribunal ofpolice.^Arrangement made 
with one of the principal members of tbe 

- tt*ibunaL — Meafures equally expenjive and 
ufeUfs.—Danton paid by tbe courts — Tbe 
new minifters oblige tbe king to declare^ 
war J mucb agamft bis inclisation, 

THE appointment of the king's houfe- 
bold was a mtafure which could 
te delayed without any inconveniency ; 
but it was not To with regard to the 
appointment of a governor to the 
J, 2 , Dauphin, 
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Dauphin, or, to fpeafc in the con- 
ftitutional fUle, the Prince Royal. The 
firft, or conllituent afiembly, had fhewed 
an inclination to arrogate this power 
to themfeiyes, or to render it niill in the 
hands of the king, by tranfmitting a lift 
made up by them, out of which be was to 
choofe one for that office : but the iiume- 
rous and abfurd lift which they formed ap- 
peared fo ridiculous in the eyes of the pub- 
lic, that they thought it beft to adjourn the 
cxercife of this pretended right; &om which 
period, to that of their diflblution, the mul- 
tiplicity and importance of the afiairs 
brought before th«&, had prevented the 
aflembly from rene^ng their pretenfions 
on this head. But as they never had 
formally abandoned them, it was highly 
probable that the lecond aflembly might 
have made this claim, if the king, by de- 
ferring the appointment of a^ governor "to 
the Prince Royal beyond the period fixed, 
had given reafon to fufpe£t that be bajr- 
toured doubts of his own right. 

Afew 
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A few days befpre my refignation, there- 
fore, I gave it to the king as ^y opinion, 
that he ought to name the governor with- 
out farther delay. Hi« majefty felt the 
force of this ; but ftiU he was embarrafled 
how to afl:. 

« Who can I choofe?" iaid he. " Do 
you know any perfon, proper for the fitu- 
ation, whom the Jacopins would not de- 
teft ? And I would rather that my fon re- 
muned without a .goTemor, than expofe 
the worthy man, whom- 1 Jhould appoint, 
to the infuits of the people, and perhaps to 
aflafiioation. On the other haad,*' conti- 
nued he, *' I am feafible, that if I do not 
appc^C a governor myfelf, the Jacobins 
may probably propoie Condorcet, the 
Abb^ Sieyes, or fome other fuch unprin- 
dpled perfon. Have you any one ia 
view V* 

** No, fire," anfwered I ; " I thought 
that you had already coniidered the inat- 
ter, and that your choice was fixed. I 
ought, however, to inform your majefty, 
that at the time the nunifters were occupied 
1,3 • in 
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in fonning your houfehold eftablifliminti 

M. de Fleurieu appeared to them the moCt 

eligible perfon, as he was favourably looked 

upon by the Jacobins, upon account of the 

moderation of his conduft to the clerfc 

Bonjour." 

" M. de Fleurieu, I think, would fult 
us," faid the king. *' He is very well in- 
formed, and he is a man of probity, oil 
whom I could rely. . There is nothing 
againft him but his timidity and e^ccenive 
gentlenefs. But is it certafin that he would 
accept of the fitnation ?" 

" I do not imagine," replied I, *' tliat 
the minifters informed themfelves of that : 
but if you defire it, I will fee M. de Fleu- 
rieu, and find out his own inclinations, 
without letting him know that I am cora- 
jniiEbnerf by your majefty," 

" Do fo," fdd the kingj " and do nOt 
delay to inform me." 

. I went direalylVom' the palace to M. dC 
Fleurieu. I gave, as a pretext for my vifit, 
the defire I had to talk to him coticferning 
his penfion, which I told' him I hoped fo 
have 



PRIVATE MEMOIRS. 151 
hftve £xed before I quitted admiaiftration. 
J then in/enfibly led the converfatioa to the 
fiibjeA of the Prince Royal'sgovemor. Ifaid 
that he ought to have aSriew to that fitua- 
^on, for which he was very well qualified. 
He anfwered, with modefty, that it Was the 
place in the kingdom which would moft 
flatter his ambition; but that he was fo far 
from thinking himfelf qualified, that he 
would not prefume to place himfelf in the 
lift of candidates. By all he fdd, it was 
eafy to perceive that he would accept of the 
offer with great pleafure ; and I returned 
immediately to the king, who was very well 
pleafed with this intelligence. 

The nomination of M. de Fleurieu to 
the place of governor to the Prince 
Royal was deferred till the end of March j 
and the king informed the aflembly 
of it by a letter, which they immedi- 
ately rtferred to a committee. The opi- 
nion wMch I tranfmitte4 to his majefty 
was, that without waiting for the report of 
the committee, M. de Fleurieu Ihould be 
L4 inftalled 
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ioAalled In his new fkuation, and be^ to 
dUbha^e the duties beloo^ng to it, that the 
. afikxahlf might not imagine its right in this 
tiomination was different ^om what the ' 
con^tutioa allotted them, refpeOIng the. 
king's oomlnation of miiuften,- in which 
they had no negative. I leprefented 
alfo to M. de Fleuriei^ that if he did 
not take pdfiefiion immediately, the king's 
prerogative would he attacked ; for any 
hesitation on fuch a point would en- 
courage the pretenfions of the aflembiy. 
My advice, however, was not followed. ■ 
M. de Fleurieu had ho uneafinefs on this 
fubjefi. He had caufed fom« of the mem- 
bers of the committee to be fpoken to, who, 
as he heard, were favourably difpo&d to 
him I he was convinced, on the whole, ^at 
the report would be made in the courfe o£ 
the week, andthathehadnoobftaclestoap- 
prehend. However,th«report,a8lhadfor6- 
feen, was put off fi:om week to week, upon 
various pretences, and was never made ; fo 
that no other advantage was derived from 
6 . the 
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the nomiaation of M. de Fleurieu but that 
cf preventing the afiemblyfroBci appointing 
a governor to the Prince Rpyal. It is foi- 
tunate that M. de Fleurieu was not invefted 
in that office before the loth of Auguft,as in 
that cafe he would probably have augmented 
the number of UluftriousTiflims facrificed pn 
that fatal day ; and France would have loft 
in him a man, eftinuble Sea his learning and 
talents, and for the purity of his principles. 

On quitting the mimftry, I exprefled my 
regret that I could not pay my duty to his . 
majefty with the fame affiduity I wiflied, 
without creating fufpicioas that might be 
dangerous to him ; I ther^cure prc^&d 
only to attendbis levee every Sunday; and 
this I thought-would be expedient, becaufe, 
if I never appeared tlwre at all, it would be 
immediately believed that he iaw me in 
fecret. 

The king approved of this, and at the 
fame time gave me the fuperinteodance of 
an operation, which was firft contrived and 
fet agoing by Alexander Lamefh, after- 
wards directed by M. de Leflart, and in the 
prefcnt 
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p'efent rircumllances feemed more nece£> 
iiuy than ever. The objed of this was to 
obtain a minute knowledge of the - public 
dUpontion, by the means of certain perfons 
called obfervers, who were chofen and em- 
ployed for that purpofe. 

At- thia time they were in number 
thirty-five. Some attended the tribunes 
of the aflembly, others the Jacobin cIiA 
and that of the Cordeliers, whilft others 
were ordered to mijc in the various groups 
who attended in the Palais Royal, the 
Thuilleries, the principal coffee-houfes, and 
the cabarets. Their bufmefs was to fup- 
port, by their applaufe, all conftitutional 
and royaliil motions, and to hifs, and even 
infult, whoever piropofed a meafure con- 
trary to the intereft of the king and the 
conftitution. TTieir cuitem was, to give 
in a daily report of whatever they faw or 
beard. It was theprovince of the moft in- 
telligent, who were highcft paid, to combat 
every feditious motion in the various fo- 
cieties. Giles, a fubaltern officer in the 
^ard naHomle, entirely devoted to the kiftg, 
5 took 
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<t)ok in the above reports, and delivered 
them .to M. de Leflart, from whom he re- 
Cdved du'edions rcfpefting the - operations 
of the following day. Thefe men were 
alfo employed to ftick up, during the night, 
placatts of a conftitutional or royalift na- 
ture, according to the circumftances. 

The king, by this means, knew all that 
pafled in Paris, and might have derived ad- 
rintagcs from it at leaft equal to the ex- 
pence of the whole operation, which 
amounted to 8000 llvres a month, had it . 
Dot been for his averfion to thofe vigorous 
meafures which the prefent emergence re- 
quired : ,but that averfion was fo great, 
that ' the information he received only 
ferved to alarm and torment him. 
' At the time, .however, that the king 
made this propofal to me, I was ' fo fully 
convinced that his having timely notice of 
the dangers which threatened hirii might 
iave the ro/al family, that I accepted it with- 
out hefitation, although I could not but be 
fenfible of the perilous nature of fuch aa 
employment; for had it been difcovered, or 
even 
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even funnifed, I IhouM not merely have 
run the rifk of being fent a prifoner to Or- 
leans, like M. de LeHart, but of bang torn 
in pieces by the populace. 

But that the danger I was willing to in- 
cur might prove as ufeful as poflible, I 
propofed to ^e king that the obferyera 
above mentioned ihould be commifiioned 
to inveftigate and point out to the tribunals 
of police the names and abodes of the moft 
feditious and dangerous vagabonds, from 
all countries, who at that time infefted the 
capitaL His majefty having approved of 
this, I immediately made it my bufinels to 
iearch for a fenfibte and well-intentioned 
juftice of peace of the police department, 
and I found one of this ' defcription in M. 
Buob, an Alfacian by birth, who, before the 
revolution, had been in partnerihijp with 
Duvemois the banker, and had iince been 
appointed juftice of peace and one of the 
fix who compofed the tribunal de la poUce 
comSionelle, in wluch his indefatigable 
aftrvity gave him great influence. I com- 
miflioned a perfon, in whom 1 could con- 
fide, 
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fide, to endeavour to find out how Bttob 
flood inclined. He was found to be as fa- 
vourably difpofed as we could wtih, and he 
came to me ne^ night about nine o*clock. 
I told him that the king, being informed 
of the zeal and aftivity with which he at- 
tended to the police of Paris, had defired 
me to exprefs his approbation to him. This 
greatly flattered him. He boalled much 
of the fervices which had been rend^ed by 
the tribunal of police, and likewife aflured 
me that it waa in his power to render much 
greater, provided he waa aflifted. 

" But unluckily," iaid he, ** we have no 
other fund from which we can pay our 
agents, except the produce of the confifcA- 
tions and fines." 

Unwilling to let him liiipe^ that the 
ting had any knowledge of the plan re- 
ipefling riie obfervers, 

•* You ihall not ^var^t money," faid I, " if 
I fucceed in gaining you the confidence of 
a fociety of rich citizens, who, for their per- 
fonal fecurity, have r^fed a pretty confi- 
derabl^ fund, for the purpofe of keeping ift 
■ pay 
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pay a certain number of perfons, who in- 
fonn them of all that pafles in the capital ; 
anid I have no doubt of their agreeing, at 
my requeft, to put thofe perfons under 
your command." j 

. " Oh !" iaid he; " but thefe; people can* 
not be depended upon fo much as thoff; 
which the police have already engaged^ 
but whom we haye no fufficient fund to pay 
them from,". 

•* Well," anfwered I, "■ I fliall propoft 
^ tlxe fociety to grant a reward of one huo? 
dred livrcs for the difcovery of each fedir 
tioufr perfon ; which moneylhall be imme- 
diately paid, on the legal ^paviftion of th? 
criminal." 

** Cannot the king," fjud he, - " throi^ 
that expcnce upon .the civil lift f" 

** I certainly (hall not propofe fuch a 
thing to him,"' anfwered I. " M. de la 
Porte, who is fcrupuloully exa£l, woulii 
not fail to iafert the article in his regiftcE, 
^nd the confequence might prove as dil* 
xtgreeable to you as prejudicial to the 

This 
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This anfwer feemed to fatisfy Buob, 
whom I did not think proper fully to traft, 
until I knew more about him. 

The denundations began the following 
week; and betwixt that period, to the end 
, of Julyj fifty-eight of the moft feditious 
were taken up and tried. Part of them 
were condemned to three years* imprifon- 
ment, and others to two years, in the caftle 
of BicStre, where they remaned in cott- 
finejnenttill after the roth of Auguft,whca 
the mob forced the doors of that prifon,an4 
fet them at liberty. 

One of tbefe rafcals, named Foumier, 
afterwards commanded the detachment 
which was fent from Paris, forced the 
prifon at Orleans, and conducted the prU 
foners from thence to Verfailles, and there 
gave them up to the aliens who waited 
for them. 

His majefty likewlfe entrufted ^me witt 
the direftion of another eftablifliment of 
the fame kind, much more expenfive, at 
the head of which was a man of an ia- 
Uiguing Ipirit, whom particular reafons 
prevent 
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prevent me from naming. M. de Mont- 
morin had begun to employ him, during 
the firft aflembly, as a feeret agent of all 
the private negotiations of the miniftry, in 
order to make particular motions be fup-> 
ported or reje6:ed in the aflTembly or in the 
JacobZo club. He had pretty well fulfilled 
this employment, and his ferrices had not 
pafled unrewarded ; for befides the avowed' 
recompence he received from the minifter, 
he probably retained a fmall gratification 
out of the money which he was commif^ 
iioned to diftribute. This fubtle man, 
dextrous and infinuating, always of the 
opinion of the perfon he converfed with, 
was, in reality, attached to no party. He 
perfuaded M. de Montmorin, that from his 
intimacy with the popular charafters of 
the revolution, it was in his power to be 
of efTential fervice to the ting, efpecially ty 
infpiring and keeping up a fpirit of loyalty 
- inihc^arde nationale of Paris, by aflbciating 
himfelf with the officers andfoldiers who' 
had the greateft influence in their particu- 
lar battalions ; but he obfcrved, that for' 
this 
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this purpofe he muil have it in his power 
to invite about twenty. of' them every day 
to dinner, and alio to diflrihnte little pre*> 
fents, from time to time, amongft them, ac^ 
cording as circumftanties feemed to require i 
that upon an exa£t calculation he found 
that 34,000 livres a month would be fuffi'- 
cient for thefe purpofes ; and by this means 
lie hoped in a ihort time to fecure a majo^ 
rity id all the fe^ions. 

The miniftersi, fo far from hefitatidg to 
grant him the fum be demanded, were con* 
vinced that they had made a moft advan-^ 
tageous bargain ; and, in order to remove 
the fufpicion which his expenfive manner 
of living might give rife to, M. de Leflart, 
then minifter of the home department, at 
the defire of M. de Montmorin, named hiffl 
to a place of 1 0,000 livres a year, which, 
together with his own perfonal j^Topertft 
might be-fuppofed to enable him tofupport 
the ezpence which his plan required hiia 
to keep up. On due inveftigation, I found 
^t no advantage had refolted from this 
Ql^ufe, cidier by cooiciliatiDg the national 

fli^ U' M guards 
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guards or thefedtons^ who contmued as 
ill difpofed as ererl And befides, as tlie 
txpetuXf which amounted to 400,000 li- 
vres a year, could now only be defrayed 
£ronx the funds of the civil lift, I perfuadcd 
the king te referre this fum for a more 
Uf^l ^urpofe ; and it may occaiion fur- 
pri£e to many, when they are informed, that 
it was through the means of tlus very 
agent, that . the noify patriot Danton re* 
c^ved more tlufn a hundred thoufaad 
crowns wider the mimftry of M. de M ont- 
morin, for propofing or fupportiag the 
various motions in the Jacobin club. He 
■ faithfully fulfilled his engagement, always 
referving to hlmfeU' the liberty of employ- 
ing the means he thought would beft fuc^ 
,t6ed in making his tndtlons pa&. His 
ufual method was to feafon them wltk 
Tioleat declamations agjiifift thb court -a^d 
4aiaiftcrs, that he might ;^ec be &fpe^ed 
of being fold to diem. ' 

After the retreat of M. de Moosmek'm, 

M. de Leffart, who continued to emplcfy 

Ihe fame agent, being 104 committee M Use 

. houfc 
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houTe (H the Garde det_ Sce^fipf, fud^eoljr 
broke it up, ikying he had aj^ointed a. 
peifoii to meet bin) upon an affair -of con- 
fequence* I myfelf fet him down at- his 
owp houfe ; and, in our way, he told me, 
that the bufinefs for which he had beeq: 
called out vsa to advance twenty-four 
thouland Uvrea to a perfon who was to re- 
mit tlu8 ium to panton, in prder td engage 
lum to carry a particular motion ia the Ja" 
cobin club. Th^e fum appeared to ^me 
exorbitabt ; and, as I bad a peribn of con- 
fidence in the Jacobin dub, I told.^. de 
Lefiart, that unle£t it was a matter of great 
importance, and of a very deliirate nature, I 
probal^y could get it brought on and 
p£^fed, without cofting him a farthing. 
Upon bi» telUng me the obje& of the moi* 
tioQ, I thought it migjbjt \>e of fome utility ; 
andy by having it prefentcd in the popular 
ftyie of the timeSj mig^t very probably be 
carried. iVccoritingl^, by the addrefe ctf 
llie perfon I ufuaUy employed in the dub, 
the motion was next day made by Pubois 
de Cranc^, and pafled witjtiout oppofition. 
M« The 
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The agent, Whom I have avoided to name, 
when he undcrftobd from M. de la Porte, 
that the king had entrUfted me with the 
flipcrihtendency of the ftcrtt bufinefs in 
which he waS employed, called on mc 
abotit this titne; aiid, vauming hts own 
fefvictis, he aflured me,' (hat he had been 
foihmifliotied by M. de LefTart, towards 
the end of December 1791, to make 
pTepofals to the deputies BrifTot, Vcrg- 
fiiaud, Guadet, the Abbe Fauchet, and 
another ftill aliTe, and at prefent in the 
afiembly, whofe name I fupprefs on that 
account : in confequence of which, thefe 
deputies had agreed to give their voices 
snd influence in the aifembly, to the mi- 
ntfter, for the fum of fix thoufand Uvres 
a month, to be paid to each ; adding, 
diat M. de Leflart thought they required 
Coo high a price ; and, as they would not 
abate the leaft in their demand, the nego- 
ciation ended, and only produced the effeA 
of irritating thefe five deputies againft the 
minifter. 

.. ..;■-, , . If 
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If it Should be thought furprifmg that 
thefe deputies fhould entrUft a man of thU 
kind with 4 Tecret of fuch importance, all 
that I can fay from my own certain knowr 
ledgp is, that the deputies in quefUoa 
fhewed the greateft rancour agwnft the 
njinifter; but, with regard to the other 
fa£t:, I havQ only the man's authority. 

At this time M. Servan having been ap- 
pointed mipifter of war inAe^d of M. d? 
Grave* the whole cabinet was comppfed of 
Jacohins, who, being fupported by the 
Cofe Qauchf of (he AlTembly, loudly called 
for a declaration of war ^gainft the ^mperor 
and the k'^ng of PrulTia. The king was 
perfu^dedt that their chief ipotive was, 
that they inigjit have moTe plaufiblc.pre-p 
texjts of accufiag. him. of having a fecret in-' 
telUgence with the courts of Vienna and 
Berlin ; he therefore deferred the final de- 
ternunatioa of the council as long as poili^ 
ble, and only confented to propofe the de^ 
claration of war to the aflembly, after each 
of the mioifters had fep^rately given- hira 
M 3 hia 
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bis c^inioQ and modTes ia vmting ilgned 
by thdm. 

The affembly received this mcflage with 
tran^KHt, and decreed Trith. acclamations 
the declaration of war. The enemies of the 
Jdag and queen were much lefs occupied 
In putdng France in a litnation to fuftain 
it, thao in ende&Touring to take advtotagd 
bf the critical fituatloh in which this n<ew 
order of things placed their majefties* 
The fcrupulous exadnefs with which the , 
king, faithful to his path, adh<ered to th? 
conftitution, had hitherto difconcerted th^ 
projefts of the Jacobins, and difcredited 
the afiertions they continually repeilted, trf" 
the king's dillike to the conftitution, and 
of h^ feeking to ovcrfet it, This v^tie 
accufation being giren up, as having ceftfed 
to make any impreilioa, the Jacobins 
now fubllituted in its ftdad, the accuiatio^ 
of betraying the nation ; and his ma^fty 
,was attacked for purpofely negkAii^, as 
Was boldly aiTerted, to give necel&xy drder* 
to the minifiers for repuring the frontier 
towns, 
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towns, providing them ia warlike Aores, 
and completing the regiments : the^ alfo 
accused him of keeping up a fecret cor- 
reipondence with the emperor, and indi- 
cating to liim thofe parts of the frontiers 
Wierehe would meet with the leaft re^ 
fiftance, and even fending him money to 
defray the expence of his operations ; and 
fome of the populace declared to the muni- 
cipality of Paris, that they had fecn whole 
waggon-loads of gold on their way to 
Vienna. In Ihort, tjie coffee-Jiaufes, pub- 
lic walksj and clubs refounded with plots 
and coalpirac^s of the pretended Commitee 
AMtricbUn. 
_ Thefe accu^dons, however abfurd, be- 
came dangerous, becaufe the king would 
nejt coadej<:eD)d tp refv^ them. The avi- 
dity -apd (»'ed(dlty with wlych.^tte vulgar 
are wont to jecjuve reports of treafons^ 
plots, and coofpiracies, difpenfed the jour- 
nalifts and dub orators from the neceffity 
of fuppoidt^'them.with the llighteQ: .proo£ 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

fki critical Jttuation in which the king was^ 
' — Impofiure of an Auftftan committee 
■ renewed. — Carra denounces M. de Mont- 
mdrin . hnd me in the yacobin club as 
members if that pretended committee. — 
We give in a complaint agoing him^ and 
againft feveral jQurnali^s.T—Fro^falfent 
to me by the Jacpbihs. --^Imprudence of the 
Judge L^riviire.—Iiecree of accupjfion 
againft him. — Brijfot and Genfonne under- 
take to prove the truth (f tie Aufirtan 
Conmittef. 

TH £ king had never before been placed 
in To dangerous a {itqadon : his coun- 
cil was entirely compofed of Jacobin mi- 
nifters j and, the coafequence of thia 
meafure, which he had been made to think 
would render him popular, lyas to render 
every aft of popularity fruitlefs for hira- 
fplf, while the whole merit devolved upon 
the 
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the minifters. For they were at pJuns to 
imprefs on the public, that ev^ry popular 
meafure proceeded from them ; and that 
thofe 3l&s of government -which, though 
abfolutely neceffary, were difpleafing to the 
multitude, proceeded from the king. So 
chat this ,uaforti^nate prince, dentate of 
all fupport, of every refource, had nothing 
to oppofe to the ferocity of his enemies, 
their plots and - their calumnies, but the 
mlldnefs of his charader, and hU ii^ 
exhauftible patience] unfortunately,' the 
Jung's enemies were too well acqu^tdl 
with his being poffeffed of thofe qualities 
wWch arc always hurtful to a tottering 
throne, and often weaken the foundatioa 
of the beft eftabUihed. 

The ridiculous ftory of the Auftriant 
committee was again revived, and moft 
iucceisfiilly employed in irritating the 
people againft the court. The moft fuh- 
kile aad crimina} methods were made vSc 
of in order to convince the' public of the 
extftence of this committee. 

On? 
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One Sieuc Ricb«r de Saify went to th« 
boofe of Reoaut St. ]cm d'Angely, and 
iovitM him, in the name cf the prmceis de 
lismballe, to » coafSBtOte which was to be 
hdd at her hoafe on Friday cTening at iix 
o*-clock ; and told him, that he would find 
there, amongft others, Me£j:s. de Mout- 
nbriu, Bertraodi and MdoueU Rcnaut 
fdl into the fnare. All his doubts rdpe&w 
ing diie Auibian committee vanifhed ; 
and he was endowed with vanity fufficient 
to .'think it the moft natural thing on^ earth 
tbxt he ihould be fumtnoned to a ibdety 
irficre Aibjeds of the bigbeft importance 
were dUcufied, and in which wif^om waK lb 
requifite : he aijoyed the importance he de- 
rived from an invitaUon from the prlncefs, 
who, he fuppoTed, $&ed in confequeoce of 
orders from the king and queen. He coitid 
»ot h«^ being a little furprifed, howeffiec, 
how &eir tnajeflies had divined thet he 
tras fo much better a toy^iift than h& had 
hitherto appeared, or indeed than he ^bad ' 
till now conceived himfelf to be. 'iyit'of 
thefe ideas, he waited upon M. Malouet, 
6 with 
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■with whom he had never been in iiny 
habits of intimacy, although they had been 
both members of the firft aSembly.. M* 
Malouet was rather furprifed at his vifit j 
but ftiil more lb, on his e^reflitig great 
fatisfa£tlon at th« frequent (^poitunlties 
he fhoukl now have of meeting with him* 
" Where are we to meet fo often ?" laid 
M. Mafouet. 

" In the committee at Madame de L«n- 
balle*s," anfwered Renaut. 

** Updh my honour, lir, I don^t know 

what you are TpeaKng of," faid M. M»- 

Jouet; "I am not acquainted with Ma^- 

, dame de Lamballe, neither am I of^Euiy 

committee," 

" I do not mean a -public comm^tee," 
. replied Renaut, " but thti fecret one which 
is hdd at thr princefs de Lamballe*s, who 
has done me the honour to feod Richer de 
ISerify to invite mf: te attend on Fiiday 
evemog ; and I wtts ihfbrmedby him, that 
I Ihould meet, yoii and MelCeurs Mont- 
morin and Bertrai^ So you need not 
Jceep any longer upon the referve." 

« I can 
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*• I can only repeat, fir" faid M. Ma- 
louct, ** that I am entirely ignorant of what 
you mean : I never fet my foot ^thin the 
princefa de Lamballe's door ; I hardly know 
her by fight, and I am not of any commit- 
tee, public or fecret." 

** What then am I to thint," feid Re- 
naut, aftonilhed, " at the meflage I received 
bjr Richer de Sferify ?'* 

«* I fuipeft," replied M. Malouet, " that 
it U either done by way of a joke, or that 
it is a fnarc laid for you ; therefore, I ad- 
vife you to be upon your guard." 

Upon this they feparated. M. Ma- 
louet came direflly to my houfe, and 
gave me aa account pf 'vrh^t had jufl; 
pafled. 

' Thisappeared to require the more atten? 
tion, as for feveral days paft, the Jour- 
nalifts, and thofe who made motions in the 
Valm Royal and public places, had been 
endeavouring to raife the people by the 
moft violent declamations, oh the fubjefl 
of plots, afierted to be carried on by the 
fuppofed Auftrian coaunittee. A lift of the 
5 namqs 
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names of all the members compofing this 
eommittee was announced to be publilHed 
ibon : in the mean time, all true patriots' 
Were pathetically called upon to revenge 
the atrocious coarpiracies formed againft 
their liberty. 

On the Sunday before, two orators had 
been taken up in the Palais Royal, who 
were haranguing to a crowd of people 
agatnft the court and the Auftrian com- 
nuttee. Their vehement declamations, 
and patriotic fentiments, excited fuch ad- 
miration^ that the agents of police durft 
not have feized upon them, if they had 
not been, at the fame time, deleted pick- 
ing the pockets of their admiring auditors. 
Upon examinauon, thofe two patriots wert 
found to carry the marks of the whip and 
burnt irpn on their fhoulders : patents of 
their aflbciation with the Jacobin club 
were foiind at the iame . time in their 
pockets. 

PoiTefled of the above fcds, I went to 

con&r with M. de Montmorii^, who was 

equally interefted with myfelf ; and I wsit 

theik 
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then informed, that Carre bad, the day be- 
fore, denouQoed the Auftrian committer 
in the Jacolna club; and that both M. de 
Mootmoria and myfelf were pointed out 
la the denunciation as the principal mem- 
bers of thu committee. 

I thought I could not find a more faTOur- 
able opportunity of unmaiking the maHce of 
thofe unprincipled men, and of es^fmg 
their atrocious motives for inventing this 
calumny. M. de Montmorin thought, on 
the contrary, that the wifeft plan was to 
defpife this clamour, and let.it fall to the 
ground of itfelf ; but, as he faw that I was 
not dilpofed to adopt that opimon, he 
eacneftly befought me not to venture to 
a^ in a matter fo extremely hazardous* 
yrithout having calmly refleOsd upon it. 
My refieStions were not long ; ,and the re-^ 
£ilt of them was, to ^ve in a complaint to> 
the criminal tribunal againft Carca aod hU 
accomplices ; particularly the JoumaUJlfi, 
who contributed to fpread the belief of the 
fable of the Auftrian committee ; namely^ 
BrilTot and Condorcet, the writers of the 
Ghro- 
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Ghfonique de Paris and the Patriote Frao- 
<^\b i but) before I a^ually prefented tUs 
accufation, I thought proper to fulunit k 
td the king and queen ; and accordingly 
fent a copy for their confidemtion : I dien 
difpatched a courier to Anet, where the 
princefs of Lamballc was, to iofonn her 
of what had happened; and Co enquire if 
{he was acquainted with Richer de Serify, 
and had fent him to invite Renaut Sx. 
Jean d'Angely to attend a committee at her 
houfe ; or if {he knew of any committee 
either held at her own houie or in her 
apartment in the palace. 

The next day the king returned the 
copy of my complaint, with the following 
.vtr<Mrds written on the margin with his own 
hand : 

** I read to the queen the complutit yoH 
pr<^M}fe giving in. We cannot miihtke 
the motive which impds you ; and we are 
fenfiWy touched with this procf of your 
attachment ; but we fear that it will ex- 
l>ofe you to Jangtt ; have a care * V* 

That 

* *' pu lu a la Kine le projet ie plainte. Nous ac pouvouy 

f3» noui mi pxjciidre fur le mottf qui fuggere cctte ^fiax^e t 

"x et 
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Tbat iame day, I recdved exadly fuch aA 
aniwer a» I expend from the princefs At 
I^unballe : fhe knew nnther Richer de 
fierify, DOT Renaut St. Jean Angdy ; and 
bad nerer ia Her life been of any coni*> 
inittee. 

I wrote to the luag, 

**^ That no apprehenfion t>f perfon^ 
dknger would ever infiuence me to defer 
<mc moment any meafure which I thought 
would be advantageous for his majefty." 

In confequence of my determination, I 
went to Buob, J^uge de Paix^ who advifed 
lAe to carry this afiair before the tribunal 
^.PoUce QjrreSiottelley which was then in 
force ; and to make my complaint be heard 
by the yuge de Paix Laiivierc,. who was 
the moH: intelligent and beft dilpofed 
member of that tribunaL 

I took his adviee ; and, on my application, 
tariyiere ordered tho cafe to be brought 
before him, and witnefles to be heard* 

It noos en fimunes hiea itTctbent toadies ; aah dobs cn^- 
sonc^on et Tautre qa'^e se vom comjmimctte ; prcncz j 

*The 

Dpi .?d by Google 



PRIVATE MEMOIRS. i-jj 

The next day my complaint was pub^ 
lifhed^ ia the journals, and fix thdufanct 
copies were fold in the capital; This ftep 
made* a very great impr^on j and eiti 
«epting the Jacobins, who were enraged at 
heing thus publicly expofed, ridiculed, and 
debafed, all parties were pleafed ) but thbfc 
royalifts, above allj who had continued to 
attoad at the palace, and affiduoufly to pay- 
court to their majeiHes, and who, upon 
that account, had reafon to fear that their 
names would be inierted in the lift of the 
Auftrlan committtee, announced to be pub- 
lifhedi Ob the folIoVing Sunday, there*. 
fore, " as foon as I appeared at the king's 
levee, I received the compliments and 
thankb of '-many for what i had done* 

After having heard the depofition of the 
-princefs de Lamballe, M. de Malouet^ and 
Renaut St,Jean.d*Angely, and having ifc 
vain endeavoured to find out Richtr de S^* 
tify *, M. Larivi'ere iffued a decree that 
. ' dartk 

* ^.icher dg SetiHf called on rae about a month after thil 
afiiui- was entirely over, and aljiired mc tliat t^e inTitadon ht 
tiad given to Rcnaot irai a mere plufimtrf of hi»a<wi> to 
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■ Cam fteuU appear before him. Hepre- 
&nted him&lf atccordbgty, and dedaretj, in 
hU own de&ace, that he had beea auth^ 
riftd by Merlin, B^zire, and Cb^bot, mem- 
bers cf the committee of public fafety, to 
bring fortvitrd the accuf^on 3gftia^ M, dt 
Montmarin and M. Bertrand, -which: h?^ 
g^ven occafioa for tlus complaint, 

Upon this oceafioB, a JacoVm, . vrh^m I 
li^d fckrmerly been acquamted vnthi called 
on me, and endeavoured, in Taia, to.alann 
me upon the confequeoces of this affiur. 

"Thofe who peifuaded you to under- 
take it," faid he, ** have givea you- v^ 
bad advice. I dare not tell yon the; extent 
«f the danger wluch tfarbatena yoU>" ' 

•• Then I will' tell you," smfwcfed I. " I 
am threatened with a0affination, dm I t^ot? 
It is what I expeiiecl," cdBtinued I; " and 
i am prepared accordingly* H^e i« an es- 
«ellent blunderbuls, chained with twenty- 

czpofe the credulous iranity of the man, in whicb the Ja^ 
cobins had no part. This mayht true ; bat the coDtrar/ 
^n^H natbtaSjrenongh V believed hy thore vi^o were not ia 
"Seilfy'i cobSieace,' otytho hid no great opinion of bit vs^ 
'ndtjr.- •"• " ■ "■•''■ '■ ■■ ■-■ - ■■ ■■ . ■ 

":-:' five 
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five balls ; and betides, here are four pdr of 
piftols, not to mention my fword. My 
brother is as well prepared j and I leave 
the reft to Providence : but whatever may 
be the confequenceS} I can blame nobody, 
ibr I had no counfellors.'* 
. ' ** Well, it is altogether very unlucky bu- 
iinefs," laid he : *' but you might flail turn 
it to advantage, and 'gain as many iiiends 
j^nong the Jacobins as you hare among 
the ariftocrates." 

*' That would be curious indeed," an- 
fwered I. " Do you feriouily imagine it 
poiEble?" 

" Not only poffible," fiud he, ** but very 
cafy, I will anfwer for it." 

" But how is it to be done ?" replied I ; 
" for I ftiall never be able to guefs." 

•* You have only to withdraw your 
complaint, declaring that your attack was 
ori^aally dire^ed againfl a few individu- 
fds : but finding that it ntiight involve many 
good patriots, whofe intentions are honeft 
and prjufe-worthy, yoii therefore (ietift 
from all fufther profecution. By this 
N z means 
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means your oh]e€t will be effectually ful- 
filled, without danger to yourfelf ; for you 
. may be affured that the AuArian committee 
will never more be heard of." 

"So this is your advice!" replied I. 
" To which I anfwer, that were it in my 
> power to follow it, I would ndtj and 
were it now in my inclination, I could 
not, becaufe the information is already 
given in to the court, and the judges have 
only to pafs fentence." 

" Oh ! as for that," laid he, " means 
might be fallen upon to flop the pro- 
ceedings." 

" No more, if you pleafe, on this fab- 
jefl:," faid I, a little out of humour. 

** I beg," replied he, " that you niay 
take great care, fir, of what you are 
about This is a very ferious mattor. It 
is only my attachment for you which leads 
me to give you this advice ; for nobody 
defired me to fpeak to you upon &e 
bufmefs. I once more beg you will rer 
flea" ' 

«Yei, 
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** Yes, yes " interrupted I, " I Ihall re- 
. fleft. Give yourfelf no uneafinefs. I wifh 
you good morning." 

And fo ended our converfation. 
M. de Montmorin, feeing the good zf- 
ic€t my meafure produced, added his com- 
pl^nt to mine ; and a few days afterwards 
wc jointly gave in an accufation agdnft 
Merlin, Bazire, and Chabot, who, accord- 
ing to Carra's t«ftimony, were the real in- 
ftigators of our denunciation in the Ja- 
cobins. Upon this new complaint, La- 
rivi^re i0ued an order to arreft Merlin, Ba- 
:dre, and Chabot : but unluckily he was car- 
ried away by the defire of a£ting a great 
part, and of making hjmfelf remarkable ; 
and in defiance of cTrery confideration of 
prudence, be drew upon himfelf the indig- 
nation of the affemWy, by executing the 
law in the moft difrefpe^lfiil manner againft 
thcfe popular members, whom he caufed 
to be raifed out of their beds, and brought 
before his tribunal at five o'clock in the 
morning. His pretence for this inconfi- 
4wate cQnduS was, that he wiflted to 
N 3 avoid 
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aroid interfering with their attendailce oa 
the aiiembly, and futnmoned them at that 
early hour, that they might bc 9,t liberty 
■when the affembly met. 

This bold attack on the dignity of na- 
tional reprefent&tion might naturally b« 
fuppofed to excite the animadverfibns of 
the aflembly, and accordingly Larivi^n; 
was fummoned to the bkr toanfwer for hit 
condua. He prefented himfelf with Jleadi* 
nefs, and jufUfied his proceedings- by an ap-f 
peal to the conftitution, which had not 
eftaWifiied any diftindlion in the manner of 
arreftingpetfonsin different fituations, anc} 
therefore he could not prefume to intnM 
duce any new form. 

This tribute to the equality of rights 
conciliated the tribunes and part pf the af- 
fembly; but unfortunately for him, he 
drew upon himfelf the hatred of the ma^ 
jority, by the contempt which his account 
of the depofitions and examination raifed 
againil the fable of th? Auftrian committee. 
Briflbt and Genfonne could not endure 
that an inTentioQ} which they had em* 
ployed 
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floyed £0 fuccefafuUy againft the court, 
ihould be treated as a ridiculous chimera. 
They did not fcruple to affert, that the . 
circumflancES ftattd in the procefs were 
&Ife ; and they engaged to bnng befiire Uie 
aflembly the mofl: evident proofs of the 
reality of the Auftrian committee, and of 
the plots which were there planned. 

This report was adjourned for- eight 
days. His majefly, in the mean time, af« 
ieAed with the danger which the ill- 
judged, though well-meant, zeal of M.lta*- 
' riviere had drawn upon him, was defirous 
to affift him by every means in his power; 
for which purpofg, he commi/Tioned the 
Minyire de yufi'iceX.0 fend an order to the 
/iccujateur Public for profecuting the ivy- 
ventbrs and propagators of the calumny re- 
garding the Auftrian committee ; and ^ 
ieax. a letter.to Inform the alTembly of what 
iie had done *, But this did not prevent the 
alTembly from poSing a decree againft M. 
J^arivie're, who was accordingly fcnt to the 

* Vidi Apptndix, No. IX, 
-, . K 4 prifoo 
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prifon at Orleans, for having failed in re« 
ipe& to the nation in the pcrfon of its r^ 
prefentativcs. 

This truly honeft man fhared the fate of 
the prifoners who were fent to Orleans. 
All were maflacred on the September fol- 
lowing, excepting fome domeftics, and an 
o^cer of artillery named Loyauty, who 
was grievoufly, but not mortally wounded. 
The report of Briffot and Genfqnnc drew 
an immenfe concourfs to the affembly. 
Each of the reporters fpoke a long while, 
and were Hftened to with attention : but 
inftead of the evident proofs they had an- 
nounced, their fpeeches confifted of de^ 
elamation, and affertiqn* unfupported by 
'any proof at all. 

" The(e are but words," was repeated 
fi-om all fides. " To the proofs, to the 
proofs. "Where, then, jare your proofs V* 

The filence of the deputies, upon this 

fummons, raifed a general hlfs and burft of 

laughing ; and here the affembly broke u^, 

A few days after, M. de Montmorin and 

I publifhed feparately our anfwers. to thef^ 

5 report?;, 



fpports, which we fet in fuch a nujiculoiu 
point of view, that from that time forward 
no joumalift.or ixfotion-mak^ ventured to 
mention the' Aultiian comnuttee ; and if 
uxy perfons lafterwards, in private, anempt^ 
cd to fpeaic 9f it f^ufly, they, were 
laughed a:t, 
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.' y CHAP. XXIV. 

Afitrti m^agt tofireign coarls, tvUb tpbich 
M. M^trdif^Pan htntrujied,'^! advife 
the king Iq recommend h'm to tbe Saros da 
Breteuil. — I£t majeftfs anfwer. — the ef- 
feB wbtcb the unhappy ijfue of bis journey 
to Varennes bad produced on the king's 
mindy tp'ttb refpeS to the ^aron de Bre- 
teuil.— The powers with which bis majejly 
bad entrttfled that minifler. — The period 
and motivef of their revocation.— Cati/e 
of the quarrel between Mejfrs. de Breteuil 
and Calotine. — The king orders me to re- 
commend Mallet-du-Pan to the Marechal 
de Caftriesy and to correfpond with the 
former, — Mallet-du-Pan being arrived in 
Germany, receives a credential under the 
king^J hand.— 'ExhauJledJiate of (be civil 
lifi. — Secret loan, 

THE campaign was going to open ; and 
although the king did not forefee all 
the ill confcquences which woul^ follow, 
yet 
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yet he looked forward to the war whh very- 
great inquietude. Above all, he apprehended 
that the vii^ories, which he did not doubt 
would be gained* by the Auftrians iind 
Pruffiane, would rekindle the fury of th« 
Jacobins jigainft the prlefts and nobles who 
remained ftill in Franc?. 

The fears which his majefty e:^efled la 
his letters to me, were the occafion of my 
propoiing to him to fend a perfon of confi* 
dence to the emperor »nd the i^^g of 
Prulfia, to endeavour to prevail otii thenj 
not to allow their armies to a.Q. offenfively 
againft France, until they ftiould be imdef- 
the laft neceffity of fo doing; and even la 
that safe to make the entrance of their 
^armies into prance be preceded by^ mani* 
fefto, in which they ihouid declare, ** that, 
forced to tak^ arips b^ an unjufl: attack^ 
they did not impute that aggrefiion eith» 
to the kiijg or to the French nation, but to 
9. criminal fai^on which oppreiTed bothj 
confequently, far from departing from the 
fentiments of amity which united them to 
J^rapce, that their intention, on the con- 
trary, 
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trary, was to deliver that nation from ty- 
ranny, and reftore it to legal order and 
tranquillity ; that they had no view of in- 
terfering with the form of government, but 
merely to fecurc to the nation the right of 
adopting that which fuited it the bef): ; that 
all idea of conqueft was foreign to their 
thoughts ; that private property ftiould be 
by them equally refpeded as national pro- 
perty; that their majefties took all peace- 
able artft faithfVil fubjefts under theu pro- 
te^ion.1 that they confidered as their ene- 
, mies thofe only who were the enemies of 
France, namely, the fa£tioa of Jacobins 
and all its adherents," &c. 

In confequence of the manner in which 
I had often heard M. Malouet fpeak of 
Mallet-du-Pan, with whom I was not my- 
felf acquainted, I advifed the king to em- 
ploy him on this occafion, which could be 
done with the more fafety, becaufe he had 
never been at court, and was little known 
to thofe who frequented it j and he might 
proceed to Germany by the way of Geneva, 
to which city he was in the ufc of making 
freqtiem 
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frequenf journles, and of courfe his depar- 
ture would create no fufpicion. 

The talents and probity of Maflet-du- 
Rin were not unknown to the king, who 
immediately agreed to my propofal. It 
would havd been imprudent to have given 
him letters of credit, but at the fame time 
it was abfolutely neceflary that he fhould 
have the means of convincing the emperor 
and the king of Pruffia that he was really 
fent by Lewis XVI. In my letter to his 
majefty I therefore propofed to addrefa 
Mallet-du-Pan to the bafon de Breteuil ; 
and I gave, as my reafon for this propolal, 
the powers whtcby as I bad beard^ that mi- 
nifter had received from the king. In an- 
fwer to this article of my letter, the king 
wrote in the margin, 

** Not at all. He h.z& no longer any 
powers from me : but you may addrels 
Mallet-du-Pan, in my name, to the Mare- 
chal de Caftiiea, with the precautions yotf 
propofe, which are very neceflary *." 

* " Point du tout. H n'en \ plus, voub •po^ym ain.S'ii. 
ItltSet^'Pu, At ma part, au MaKchal 4e Gaftrier, avecJA 
preontient que vou* propofczj eUsf fgat aiqtSmc»." 

Tlus 
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This anfwer recalled to my tneaKvy 
marks of difpleafure which I had obferved 
in the king's countenance, when the baron 
de Breteuil's name was mentioned in lus 
l^efcnce. One day, in particijlar, before 
M. de Leffart and me, the following fen- 
tence, pronounced in an angry tone, efcaped 
him : 

" It was he that prompted us to take 
4at curfed journey to Varennes." 

Having frequently fince had the oppor- 
tunity of converfing with the marquis de 
Bouille, I once aiked an explanation of thla 
expreilion of the king, becaufe it Teemed to 
difagree entirely with the letter which the 
marquis wrote to the aflcmbly, ' after 
the king's return, in which he took on 
himfelf the whole blame of that Journey. 
M. de Bouille told me that he had written 
that letter, to turn the fury of the aflembly 
from the king and others, by arrogadng 
the whole eontrivance of the plan to biip- 
fclf* At the fame time hcpofitivcly-ajETuixd 
xofi, that the prpjea-Qf V^neoinss had been' 
6 -firft. 
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th»t the biflipp <3^ ?«iipr#, l?9in^ Jw? » 
him >7 that nuixU);er with ji \f3X&^ frciQi . the 
Idog, oa thf 22d gf Oftpbpf 179Q, h^jiinr 
formed him of the plan for th§ efqap? of 
the toyaJfaHuly £0 Montmedi, aflHrip^ W. 
de BouJUq, that tlvUyvas the only ijqijdiitipi^ 
.en which the emp^rp5,v?ppl^ t^e *0 a.<^ive 
.part in favour of Ah^ ]ang j ^nd that th^ 
])airon was the chief nj^f^^g^ t^thc |jr,(yea; 
Jhat he^the.mai:qaia4e-Bou4Ue)ha4ftron^ 
ly otgedte^ to it, Dspr^fenting th* di£in4 
confeqncnces that fo very dangerous a ftep 
s4^th<^ve-$ .thvt.it wpvld be more a^vife* 
^e .to TViiif -iintil ^ .-pw^^e ip gen^r^, 
jk^d the a^y i|« p^ffi^l^, were eptir^ly 
-dM^buf^d, ^4 nfttij {j^ -i^inton pf hc^h 
-fliOi^ -becoine niQfe favourable: for: Ji^e 
-jl^ng^ W^i^h -it w^.4oing every t^our^ 
that by the iat|^nGe^^^,th« f^aw^s^ 
fair 9t N^«y ba^:giv^ ^to him ovef. -^l^ 
troops «n4 in1)^)^|^ts of A^^ace gn4 j^r<- 
3-^e, hfe was cosvifltsf4 that he cwldfeave 
.'xaade.iiiem ^do^ih^. >whiW'^^I<;sd^}:ha4 ^^ 
loot.beea preTffUedihys^e& o^^fi^:fn^ 
Jos majefly-:; thatithe.bi&ctpiOfFaiQiereihiiitf 
anfwered 
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iuiiwdtd to all this, that the King was 
abi(blutely refolved to follow this plaa, but 
that he would defer its execution until the 
fpring, that M. de Bctuille might havb 
time t6 ptepare iVery thihg heceHary tb 
iofure fuccefs. After this, M. de Bbuillg 
told me that he conefponded with thb 
icing and qneen, by the means of the b^oh 
'de Ferfeii and of the bamaefs de Korpf ; 
that he had frequently renewed his remtm- 
'firances to their majefties and to M. dt 
Breteuil himfelfj agunft this perilous en- 
■terprife. 

M. de Bouille attributed Its failure, Firfi, 
To the fiifpicions which arbfe from the 
troops detached to proted the king, re-» 
muning too long on the road. This was 
owing to his departure &om Paris having 
been deferred twcnty-foUr hours longer 
than had beeti intended, of which M. de 
Bouill^ was not informed till after the de- 
parture of the different detachmeRts. 

Secondly, To the king's having forgtJtteft 
to order a courier or two, as had been 
j^[reed on, to fet out two hours before the 
cturiage ta which the royal &mily were, 
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'en purpofe to inform the commanding of* 
ficers of the detachments and pofts thai 
were eftablifhed on the rout. 

Thirdly, To the flop (Sccafioned by an 
accident that happened to One of the car-* ^ 
riages between Pai'ia and Chalons* 

Fourthly, To the dttachmeht it the firft 
poft after Chalons having been removed 
bcfere the royal family arrived. The ofi 
ficer who commanded, having waited/an 
hour beyond the time he had calculated for 
the king's arrival, imagined that the fcheme 
had been abandoned, and therefore re- 
tdoved his tro&p * » 

, "Withrefpeft to the powers given tp the 
baron de Breteuil, I fhall report, word for 
•word, vrhat I vfas affured of by two gen- 
• tl^nen, members c^ ;he council formed in 
Germany by the piinces, the king's bro^- 
thers^ in the yeat 1792' Both of thefe 

* M. de BouiDe's aflertions refpefting the f^Inre of thia 
pUii for the lung's efcape are coniinned, or at leall tlrongly 
fapffUitcd, by a ftatement which that general made from 
the reports of all the officers employed in its eiecntion ; a 
^iece equally curioUs and authentic, i^iich I fkall give St 
■ Imgth at the Cdd of thiach^>ten 

^" voOL. II. o gentlemen 
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gefttJcmen enjoyed ihs confideilete of the'rf 
royal highnefles. 

When the baron de Breteuil left Ver- 
f^dlles, at the period of M. Necker's recall, 
he was Invtfted with the power of treating 
with foreign courts^ and of propofing any 
meafure in the king's name, which, in his , 
opinion, tended to promote the re-efta- 
blifliment of the royal authority, or of good 
order in the kingdom. No advantage 
appears to have been derived from this 
power, while he had' a right to make ufe 
of it: but it will appear, by what follows^ 
that he continued to employ it when he 
was no longer authorifed to do fo, unlefs he 
regeived^new powers from his majeftypot- 
lerior to the period in queftion, namely, the 
month of May i7g2jin which cafe He wiB 
be abJe to juftify himfelf completely, 
when he fliews the fecond, or; renewed 
powers, as well as the firft, which were re- 
called. 

In July 1 789, when the kjng was obliged 

to go to the Hotel de Vilky he had given a 

paper to his brother Mortfeur, in which he 

. named 
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tiaaled him lieutenant-general of the king-' 
dom, and entrufted him -with the govera* 
ment, in the cafe of his being out of a 
fituation to exerclfe his authority. That 
]paper was aftfePYirds returned by Monfieur . 
to the king, in the year 1790. But when 
the royal family were preparing to fet out 
forVarennes, in June 1791, the king told 
M. de Ferfen, who was In the fecret of the 
journey, that he would give to him a 
writing, to the fame effeft with the former, 
to be delivered to his brother Monfieuri 
to be. made ufe of by hidi in cafe thfi 
king himfelf fhould be flopped, and de* 
prived of his authority. The hurry of hi» 
departure having prevented his majeftj' 
from writing this paper, he charged M. d« 
Ferfen, who accompanied him part of the 
way, to goto Menjieufy wherever he might 
be, and inftruQ: him verbally of his pofidve 
jnlenttons ; and to affure him, that he (the 
king) would fend the paper in queAion, 
figned by himfelf, as foon as he ihould 
have^ jt in his power to tranfmlt It. 

2 . M. de 
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M. de Ferfen fulfilled his commifiioilj 
when he-joioed the princes at Braxelles, 
after the king waa ftopped, on which Mon- 
fieur wrote to the baron de Breteuil. The 
letter was dated July a, 1791. ' That he 
had received pofitive information that it 
was the king's intention, that he, in con- 
■junftion with his brother the count d*Ar- 
tois, ihould treat with foreign powers re- 
fpe£ting the means of procuring the king's 
liberty, and whatever might concemthe re- 
elUblifhment of order and was for the good 
of the ftate j confequently that the baron 
de Breteuil muft now confider, the powers, 
which he had formerly been invefted with, 
as rev9ked j and in future he muft take no 
fteps, few the king's fervice, but thofe pre- 
fcribed by the king's brothers.* ■ - 

A few days after, Monfieur received 
thofe powers, in writing, from the king, 
dated July 7, 1791. 

The baron de Breteuil anftrered Mon- " 
iicur, that he would foon join the princes, 
and wQtild A^ conformably to th«r inten- 
tions. He accordingly met them at Bonn, 
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ifi their way to Coblentz. He tlid not then 

' hefitate to acknowledge " that his powers 
were revoked j" but he intreated Monfieur 
to leave him in pofieiBon of the writing 
containing them, which he valued as the, 
molt honourable recompence of his long 
fervices. At the fame time he gave hi& 
word of honour to make no. farther ufe of 
it, and, never to interfere in the .affairs of 
France or of the princes, but in conibrmity 
with the orders he might hereafter nccftive 
ftom them. , 

Notwithftanding all this, and la- fpite 
of the frefh orders from the king, de- 
livered to the baron by M de Viamenil, 
in the end of the "ycM 179 1, not to aG in 
any refpefl: but ia concert vrith the" king'« 

'brothers and the marechai de Cailries, it is 
aflferted, that after the fatal loth of Auguft 
I792,he recommenced a con-efpondence, in 
the king's nftme, with the difiiuent courts, as 
if he had been irivefted with frefli powers; 

-and that, without confulting the princes, he 
fent the vifcount de Caraman to Berlin,and 
th^ marquis de Bombelles to Peterlburgh ; 

^' ' 03.. but 

n5,-'«JhyGt.)t>*^lc 



19? PRIVATE MEMOIRS. 

but the cropreis formally refufed to ac* 
knowledge him, and continued to treat 
with M. d'Efterhazy, who reprefented th;^ ■ 
princes at the court of RuiEa, as the baroi* 
de Roll did at the court of Pruffia, 

"When the barop de Brctcuil found thtt 
the king of Pruflia and the emperor were 
determined to acknowledge Monfieur re^ 
gent of the kingdom, he- wrote to thea 
majefties, that he was in poffefeon cf very 
important papers upon that fubjeft; and 
that he would join them at the armies if 
they woifld fufpcnd their refoluiion till his 
arrivjd, Atthe fame time he gave Mon- 
iieur to underftan^^ that he would throw 
no obftacle in die way Df his regency ,i pro- 
vided he would entruft hini to fulfil the 
kingts intemions refpeding the choice pf 
the members of his cotincil. 

However, he indireftly informed botii 
their majefties and the princes, that it w^ 
the prefence of M. de Calonne only which 
prevented his impaediately coDcuriing in. 
their views. 

The 
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llie prfnces were embarrafled how to 
ad, when M. d« Calonne, who had alwajB 
dedju-ed that he would retire as- fooo as 
the princes were ready to enter France, 
faid to their highneffes, " That fince his aXr 
tendance, which proceeded from motiTe* 
of difinterefted attachment only, was fup- 
pofed.to form the leaft ^obftacle to Mon- * 
lieur's aflUming the title of regent, be 
would, with their permiflion, retire for the 
prefeat ;" adding, " that he was forry to . 
-find, that in fpite of the difpofition he had 
manifeRed to conciliate the haron de Bre- 
teuil, that gentleman ftill continued inimi- 
cal." M. de Calonne then fet off, carrying 
with him the gratitude of the royal bro- 
thers, and the efteem of many officers of 
the army. Baron de Breteuil arrived foon 
after at Verdun ; and immediately began 
to aft as if invefted with the whole autho- 
rity. He difregarded his former engage- 
ment ; and, in the name of the king and 
queen, oppofed tlie regency which ,was 
about to be declared. 

That minifter's hatred againft M. de Ca- 
lonne, and the prejudice which he raifcd 
in the queen's mind againft him, contri- 
■ VOL. IK * o 4 buted 
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buted but tob milch to the tevolution ; 
therefore, the origin of this fatal quarrel 
cannot be confidcred as foreign to thefc 
iMemoira. ' I received a general account of 
it, at the time it happened, from M. de 
'Montmonn, who was an intimate friend of 
*M. leNoit ; and the particulars were fince 
■ "communicated to me by M. de - Calonne 
Hntfelf i and are as follows : 

In the year 1783, the baron de Breteuil 
and M. de Calonne, being called to the 
miniftry about the fame time, formed be- 
twixt themfelves a treaty of alliance; the 
ftri£t obfervance of which would have been 
for the advantage of both. 

It was agreed, among other articles, that, 
in cafe one of them fhould, at any time, 
imagine that He had juft caufe of complaint 
againft the other, he was direflly to come 
to an explanation. 

This good underflanding was kept up 
' "nearly two years, and contributed to give 
frefh vigour to the governmenr, which had 
fuffered great relaxation under an almoft 
uninterrupted fucceffion of weak minifters 
ever fince the reign of Lewis the Four- 
teenth. - 

n'oii 7^(1 by Google 
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This union was brokeii by a mifunder- 
ftandmg whicH took place between the two 
mmifters, on occafion of an intrigue that 
was fet on foot to overturn M. de Calonne, 
and put M. Voulon in his place. This 
fcheme was contrived by fome of the prin* 
cipal members of the parliament; fome 
meetings about it were held at the h&tel 
de Choifeul; the duchefs of Grammont 
feemed to connive at. it, being eager to 
promote whatever might efFe£t a general 
overturn of the miniftry, in the hope of 
feeing her brother re-eftablifhed in his for- 
mer fituation. This muft appear the more 
fliocking, becaufe M. de Calonne had lately 
perfuaded the king to advance three mil- 
lions of livres to the duke de Choifeul, for 
two years, without intereft, on condition 
of his giving a fufficient feciirity, that be- 
ing the only means of faving him from 
bankruptcy : the queen had 6rft fuggefted 
this, and afterwards promoted it by her in- 
fluence, in gratitude to the duke, to whom 
fhe confidered herfelf as indebted for her 
fituation of queen of France. 

M, de Calonne had notice of Foulon's 
fcheme, through foptie of his friends j and 

^ nlo,i7PcihyGt.)t>*^fe 



aoj PRIVATE MEMOms. 
all the particulars were afterwards dif- 
covered hy the agents of pt^ice. M. le 
Noir,. then, lieutenant oif police, gave an 
account la his daily reports, addrelTed to 
the baron de Breteiul, of every new circum- 
£tance relating to this affair. The king was, 
or ought to have been informed of it, as it 
was the duty of the baron, in quality of 
minifter of Paris, to lay thefe report^ before 
his majefty. 

Several days elapfed after the difcovery 
cf the plot, without the king's taking any 
notice of it to M. de Calonne, who was 
furprifed on that account ; at laft, his ma- 
jefty not only fpoke of it, but reproached 
M. de Calonne for not having mentioned 
the aftair to him, and particularly the in- 
trigues which were carried on at the hotel 
de Choiieui. He anfwered, in h\& juftifi- 
cation, that being convinced that the king 
muft be informed of every circumftance of 
it by the reports of M. le Noir, he had re- 
frained from fpeaking, in the hopes that his 
majefljr would fpeak firft, and condefcend 
to fliEw fome intereft in a thjng which coa- 
ceraed him fo much. 

9 " There 
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** There is not 4 word^of it m the reports 
of M. le Noir, prefdnted to me by the barcm 
de Breteoilf" Oiid the kiag ; ** and my rea* 
Jon &r not mentioning the .afia'^ till to- 
day, is merely becaufe I was ignorant pf i( 
yefterday." 

M. de Calonne, never imagining that the 
' baron de Breteuil could have any motive 
for coiicealing this plot from the lun{, fup* 
pofed that his majefty had not read the rfM 
ports -with attention : he happened to have 
feme of them in his pocket, which he gav^e 
to the king, who, on reading them, was 
equally furprifed and difpleafed tp find 
fadts there, of which be was entirely unao 
quainted. He compared thefe with -the 
r^orts of the fame date given -him by the 
baron de Breteuil, and was extremely irri-^ 
^ted on perceiTtng them Entirely different. 

M. de Calonne endeavoured to jufUiy 
lus coUea^e, who, he faid, could init in-f 
tend to deceive his majefty, but had pro- 
fcably ooiy deferred mentioning the affair 
till it wj(5 ^?we4 Wf!. 

. ^ "Tliac 
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"That is no «ccufe," anfwered the 
king, haiUly ; *' he ought never- to give me 
a falfe, or an ub^xaA report ; and 1 defirc 
ycfU' wilLorder.M; le Noir, in my. name, 
^o fcad the^reports henceforward direftly 
to me*" - '. . . - 

M. de Calbnne, after having in vain re- 
prefented to the king how very much thia 
would mortify the baron, who muft look 
Tipcto it as a -difgrace, excufed himfelf from 
undertaking ^he commiflion, faying it was 
not the province of the mJnifter of fiqanc? 
to tranfmit his majeily's. orders to the lieu- 
■tenailt of police : ,if^ therdfofe, he were to 
be the carrier of that order, .the 'baron 
would acciife him gf being tlie.'fuggefter 
of iL But if his majefty perfifted: in his 
intention, it would'be:better.that .he ga\se 
the ordcrhimfelf to M, le Noir, ^ther ver- 
bally, or in writing, . . , 

■ ** Well," faid the Idag, " qnly defiic 
le Noir to addrefs one of his reports to 
-me ; and,^tep receiving it, I ihall write to 
him to continue to .fend them , alwaya to 
5R^. ?(i the mcan^time, I'll fpeak to the 
haroa 
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.KalS>it ^ &eteull ; but, until then, do you 
fxy nothing to lum pf \c^hat hag pafled.** 
: M. le Ntiir, in obedieotce to the kiDg*s 
orders, notified by M. de Calonne, next 
day addreffed therqportof the police di- 
re^ly to his majefty. 
■ On the iame^day,- the king wrote to 
le Noir the letter wbi?h he had agreed 
upon with M. 'de Caloline, enjoining him 
to continue to addrefs the reports d\re&\y 
to him, tUl farther orders. The Talet 
charged with this letter, not fidding M. le 
Noir at home, unluckily went to the baron 
de Breteujrs hotel, where he made himfelf 
h^ aimouaced de la part du Roi^ on which 
the ibldiiig doors of the apartment where 
the baron was w^re thrown open, accord- 
ing to cuftom, and the mefTenger entered. 
f - ITie miiuftef.wasb-aniaaingbufinefs with 
the lieutenant of polic^ : he advanced witli 
eagemefs to receiVe the king's letter j but 
.was told that it was for M. le Noir:' M. le 
Noir took it, and modeftly put it into his 
pock^. J 

« Read 
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" Read it, read your letter," faid thd 
baron, in an imperious tone. 

** I fliall read it at home, fir," aofwered 
M, le Noir. 

•* No, no, fir, when a lieutenant of police 
receives a letter from the king, he ouglit to 
read it inftanlly ; and ercry thing elfe 
muft be poftponed." 

M. le Noir no longer hefitated ; and, 
baving read the letter, he was again going 
to put it into his pocket, vrhea the baron 
afked him drily what the contents were. 

•* I am not authorifed to communicate 
them, fir," anfwered M. le Noir. 

*' And pray, fir," faid the baron, ** how 
long is it (ince you began to receive letters 
&om the king V* 

« This is the firft." 

** And has the king forbid you Co com<f 
mumcate it to me i" 

" No, fir, but — i— — " 

•>But, but," faid the barooi «a lettef 
from the king to the lieutenant of pdice 
ought not to be a fecret to the mtnifter ot 
Paris.'* 

Saying 
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Saying this, he ibatched the letter ftora 
M. le Noir, before he was aware, and read 
it. 
,'*'How long, fir," faid the baron, " hare 
you been in the habit of fending your re- 
ports to his majefty ?" 

" I have only fent one," anfwered le 
Noir. 

" And for what reafon, if you pleafe, fir, 
did you fend- that one?** 

" Becaufe I received an order frbra his 
majefty for fo doing." 

" By whom did you receive the order V* 
** I arh not at liberty to mention it." 
" Ah ! it U a fecret, is it ? Very well, 
fir, that*s fufiicieht : we fliall fee." 

M. le Noir put up his papers and with- - 
drew, leaving the minifler vidiently apt«- 
cd and in very bad bumour« 

■ As fobn as M. le Ndir wa$ gon^ the 
baron ordered his'darrii^e. And dr«ve to 
Verfailles. He alight^ at the: hotel ^ M. 
de Vergennes, wlwm 'he firmly beKeved to 
have been-the infUgator of ihe moitifica- 
tioiihe had .-teoeivQdz; '41^ Iw-boiit^inid 
■6 of 
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of the injury ia the moft vehement 

terms. . 

But as the king had not iaid a iingle word 
to M. de Vei^enneft on this fubjea, that 
minifter was aftoniflicd at the baron's tmo- 
tion, and could not give him the leaft ex- 
^a&ation ; fd that he returned to Paris as 
much in the dark, and more dilTatisHed 
than when he left in 

M. de Calonne being informed of this 
fcene by M. de Vergennes, on whotfi he 
called a few minutes after the baron had 
left him, immediately difpatched a courier 
to M. le Koir, defiring himJo jgive the ba- 
ron an exad account of all that had paOfed. 
The, latter, ftill impatient to clear up the 
myftery, arriived at Hi^ftffetel de Polke 
ahbut an hour after ^M. de] C4lonne*s 
courier ; and,, immedia^^^ c>n his begin- 
ning to (pelUon M.' \^ 'Noir, the letter 
wa^ communicated to him; and he was 
^erwards informed of every drcumftanc'e 
by that gentleman, ^ho repeated word for 
word the converfation with the king ds 
M. de Calonne had reprefented it to \aau 
The 
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, The baron, who had been for two days 
A prey' to doubts and furmHes, was now 
fully convinced that a plot had been formed 
for his ruin ; and, however clear, and na- 
tural the relation which M. le Noi'r made 
to him was, he could perceive nothing in 
the whole of it but what his prejudice 
and refentment was in fearch of, namely, 
treachery and an enemy. From that 
moment, the baron breathed hatred and 
vengeance dgainft M. de Calonne. lu- 
flead of deiiring an explanation accord- 
ing to, their mutual agreement, he only 
thought of the means of revenging this 
fuppofed treachery. With this view, he 
reprefented the affair to the queen as a, 
piece of malice levelled at her majefty : that 
M. de Calonne, from his intimacy wit^ M. 
le Noir, and having the dire^ioa of the 
reports of the police all addrefled to the 
Jbing, would have the queen herfelf, in a 
great meafure, in his power ; and might 
give fuch a reprefentation of even her moft 
innocent anions as would entirely ruin her 
in the king's eftlem. 

VOL. II. f Th? 
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■ The queen, who : had no knowledge <:£ 
rfie motives- for the order given to M. le 
Noir, yielded implicit faith to the baron de 
Breteuil's fuggeftions. Of courfe Ihe was 
extremely irrits«:ed agaihft M. de Calonne ^ 
and went dire^ly to the king's apartment, 
where Ihe complained to his majefiy, -with 
great bitternefs,, of that minifter, and of M. 
k Noir. The king fell a laughing^ and af- 
itired her, " that there was not a word oi 
truth in the abfucd ileiy which (he was fo 
iimple as to be alarmed sX." 

This afiijrance was far from undeceiring 
the queen; fhe inflexibly repelled every 
explanation tending to juftify M. de Ca- 
lonne J and remained firmly convinced' 
that he had formed the ra& deUgn of 
which the baron de Breteuil accufed him* 

In this manner, that princefs was made 
the inftriiment of an unjuft vengeance ;. 
and, from that period, flie took every op- 
portunity of injuring M. de Galonne. Ah J 
could flie 'have forefeen the fatal confer 
quenccs of his difgrace which flie was fo- 
euneft in accelerating. , 

Return' 
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keturning to the commiffion of Mallet 
'du Pan, I mufl now relate the precautions 
which the king had defired me to ufe re- 
fpefl;ng the letter I was to give to him for 
the marrfchi^ de Gaftries : this letter was 
open, without addrefsj and fo contrived, 
that in cafe of his being arreftcd, and 
the letter found on him^ and fent to 
the affembiy> nothing in it would have be- 
trayed that it was intended for any other 
\han Mallet du Pan Kimfelf. 

This letter was of courfe Very vague,- 
and apparently infignificant, particularly 
as I knew very little of M-. de Gaftries, and 
had never Written to hini before ; it was 
conceived nearly in the fubfequent terms i 

** The bearer of this letter, fir, is in* 
trufted by, and acquainted with the views 
of a family to whom you 'are much at- 
tached. With the fiiUeft reliance on your 
ieal, i recommend him to you : he hai 
^indertaken this journey for the fervice of 
that intercifting family; and, T am cOQi- 
Yinced, th^ when he acquaints you with 
pa the 
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the afiair in queftlon, you will fupport his 

views hy every means in your power." 

M. Mallet du Pan was particularly de- 
fired to recommend to the foreign powers 
tiever to place the emigrants in the fore- 
moft ranks, but rather to employ them in 
garrifon. This recommendation was at- 
tributed to the apprehenfions which they 
fuppofed had been fuggefted to the king of 
the extravagant claims which the emigrants 
might make if his majefty was reduced 
to the humiliation of owing the re-eftablifh- 
ment of his authority to their fervicea* 
Ahhough I am not ignorant that arts werer 
ufed to infpire both the king and queen 
with this odious jealoufy, I muft do them 
the juftice to declare, that I never obferved 
the flighted trace of it in their majefUes. 
On the contrary, I always remarked in 
them every indication of friendflup for the 
princes, and the warmcft concern for the 
French nobility : above all, they evinced 
the utmoft horror at the idea of a civil war. 
The king's moft ardent defire was, that th& 
emigrants 
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emigrants might return into France without 
bearing the reproach of having ihed a drop 
of their countrymen's blood. . 

I had contrived a cypher, which it was 
quite impoflible to make out, without the 
key, which was known only to Mallet du 
Pan, myfelf,and M.Malouct,with whom the 
former was direOied occasionally to corre< 
fpond, to prevent the fufpicion which raig^t 
have arifcn from a great many letters from 
Germany being addrefled to me. It was 
agreed, that as foon as M. Malouet Should 
receive a letter, he Wfis direiflly to com- 
municate it to me i and that I Should 
tranfmit a copy of it to the king, as well as 
of all the letters from Mallet du Pan that 
came addrelTed to myfelf. 

A few days after the arrival of Mallet du 
Pan in Germany, and after his firft con- 
ferences with the duke of Brunfwick, and 
with the minifters of the courts of Vienna 
and of Berlin, he wrote to me, that he had 
reafon to be fatisfied with the reception he 
had met with from M. de Caftries, who 
had given him very favourable letters of 
p 3 recom- 
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recommendation ; but as his commifilon 
was only fupported by a letter irom me, 
and AS my intimacy with the king was not 
known in Germj«iy, he feemed only to be 
9tt(nded to from deference to M. de Caf- 
trles ; and, that there was fo much circufn-> 
fpeftiofi and referve m^ntained, that he 
could ' promife himfelf no fuccefs unleis I 
could conti'iTe to fend him, by a fafq con-r 
veyance, a few words written by the king 
himfelf. He did not require this paper tQ 
he {igned, as the king's writing was known 
by thofe for whom it was intended. I fent 
|he contents of this letter to his majefty, 
>nd propofed to hip» to write the following 
words on ?t very fm^U flip of paper : 

** The perfon who prefents this paper, 
knows my intentions, and credit may -be 
given to vhat he fays in my pame.*' 

The poll was a fafe enough conveyance 
at that tiine, as the cuftom of ftopping and 
opening letters was not yet intrpduced. 
The letter iptended to contain this writing 
^as not folded or fealed in any way t^hich 
Cpyld attract th? ?^tt?ption pf the fpie? 
vhich 
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which the aOeinbly kept in the polt-offices : 
it was not to be fent to Mallet du Pan un- 
der his own name, but under the afTumed 
name of a German banker. My letter was 
not in cypher, and did not contain a word 
of public affairs, or of the kiag's, but only 
the ciicumftaatial account of a conteft fup- 
pofed to have taken place betwixt the part- 
ners of a commercial houfe ; the matter in 
queftion was to bring the affair to an ami- 
cable conclufion, through the mediation of 
the Gerqian banker, to whom this letter 
was fuppofed to be written. 

When the king read the above letter, he 
no. longer apprehended any danger from 
fending the few lines I defired j he accord- 
ingly wrote them, and the letter was dif- 
patched to Mallet du Pan. It produced 
the defired effe^ ; for when the duke of 
Brunfwick and the minifters from the 
courts of Vienna and Berlin faw the writ- 
ing attefted by M. de Caftries, to be in the 
king's own hand, they no longer hefitated 
to explain themfelves refpeding the plaa 
P4 of 
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of a manifefto which Mallet du Pan pro- 

pofed to them. 

Every article of it was difcufled trith 
him, and the firft intention was to adopt 
it ; h)Xtt at the opening of the campdgn, 
the duke of Btunfwick made confiderable 
alterations in the manifefto ; the efie^ of 
which did not anfwer his intentions. His 
menaces were laughed at, except by the 
few who had the fimplicity to imagine that 
his triuniphant army would be at the gates 
of Paris in eight days. But, in general, fo 
far from infpiring terror and repreffing fe- 
dition, this ill-judged manifefto excited the 
moft lively indignation *, and the king was 
fuppofed to have fuggefted thofe articles 
which regarded the fafety of his own per- 
fon and family. 

If Mallet du Pan had been prefent when 
the alterations in the manifefto were pro- 
pofed, he would have certainly reprcfented 
all the ill effed they were likely to pro- 
duce j but he was then in Switzerland, 
having confidered his nuiBon as entirely 
con- 
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concluded when his plan of a manifefto 
had been approved of and appareatljr 
adopted. When I heard of his departure 
from Germany, I wrote to hitn by the 
king's orders, defiring him to return to 
Frankfort j but neither that letter, nor 
one which I wrote a few days after, 
with frefti inftrudions, ever were received 
by him ; and I am ignorant what be- 
came of them. But into whatever hands 
they fell, nothing could be made of them, 
being both written in cypher, and ad- 
drefled to one of his aflumed names. 

As it was by no means proper to allow 
Mallet du Pan to make fo long a journey 
at his own expencc, the king auth'orifed me 
to give him the fum of two thoufand 
crowns, which he thought too much, and 
would only receive on condition of his 
keeping an account 6f his expences, and 
returning the remainder. 

The civil lift was, at this period, greatly 
cxhaufted by the enormous expence which 
the clothing, &c. of the king's new guards 
occafioned ; alfo by the afTiftance granted 
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to feveral gentlemen who had been ruined 
by the revolution, and by M. de la Port's 
daily payments for fecret fervices. 

His majefty having expreffed to me 
fome uneafmefs upon the impending failure 
of the civil lift, I confidered in what man- 
ner I could procure a fum of money, which 
■was by no means an eafy matter in the 
prefent circumftances, becaufe the king 
could not then take up money by any 
public aft without extieme danger. 

Luckily, I was informed by one of my 
brothers, who was a knight of Malta, that 
the order to which he belonged ftill- re- 
tained in their pofleflion the eight hundred 
thoufand livres which they had engaged to 
pay for. the contrlbntion pairiotique, on 
condition that the national affembly would 
decree the inviolability of the property be-> 
longing to that order ; but as this decree 
never had been paffed, and very probably 
never would, that money was ftill at tho 
i^fpofal of the order. Thefe confiderations 
appeared to me fufiicient to induce the 
order of Malta to lend his majefty part o{ 
5 tbe 

no,-7«jhyGt)t5^le 



PRIVATE MEMOIRS. 119 
the fum deilined for the payment of the 
patriotic coatribution ; and I commiflione^ 
my brother to mafce the propofal to the 
commander, who was procureur general 
of the order. He very readily agreed to 
it, and it met with no pbftacle from th? 
baillie de 'Vlrieu, whofe confent was alfo ne* 
ceflfarya as he was at that time ambaflador 
of the order in France. In fhort, sfter a 
Q^oti^tioa of two days, I had it \n my 
power to fend the king a. fum of 6Te hun^* 
dred thoufand livres, at the moment whea 
he Icaft expefted it. His majefty gave me 
a receipt, made out in my name, under 
which I wrote, " that tlte fum was lent me 
by the order of Malta, according to my 
agreement with the procureur general." 
This paper I kept with great care, in a le- 
cret andfafe place, till the lothpf Auguft, 
Idien returne4 U to th^t brave and loyal 
¥hevali?r. 
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M. de BouilW s Jlatement of the iing*sJour~ 
ney from Chalons to Varennes^ •when hit 
■ ^^j^y ^"^ f^^ royal family leji Paris to 
go to Montmieti. 

** In coufequence of the king and 
queen's order, M. de Bouille informed M. 
de Goguelas, an officer of rank, of their 
majefiies' intention to go to Montmit^, and 
the arrangements he had made to receive 
them. That ofBcer had been fent to Paris 
a little before the king left it, and brought 
his majefty's definitive orders to the gene- 
ral } in obedience to which he had ordered 
M. dcGoguelastoreconhoitre the different 
poib on their routei and to wait perfonally 
for their majefties at Pontfommeville, the 
firft poft after paffing Chalons, and three 
leagues beyond that town. M. de Go- 
guelas carried a written order from the 
king, for the commander of the detach- 
ment at Chalons to obey M. de N - ■ ■■— ,- 
who was to arrive there twelve hours be- 
fore the royal family. M. de N — ■ — - 
himfelf was authorifed by his majefty to 
deliver the orders of M. de Bouille' to each 
officer commanding a detachment on this 
fervice, 
n:o,i7PcihyGt.)tj^le 
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lervice, and at Aie fame time to give thera 
particular orders conformable to any new 
circum{btnce which might have occurred 
fince that general had formed his plan. 

** M. de N— — — or M. de GogueUt 
were to arrive at each poft from Fontfomtne- 
■ville, at a proper time previous to the royal 
family, to give the commanding officers 
timely notice that the troop*, and everything 
elfe neceflary for the fpeedy and fafe paflage 
of the carriages, fhould be in readinefs all 
the way; M. de Bouille, in the mean 
time, being in a central polition, that he 
might have it in his power to protedl the 
royal family, in cafe of neceffity. 

•* Agreeable to this plan, M. de Gogue- 
las had left Varennes to go to Pontfommc- 
ville on the 20th of June, with forty huf- 
fars of the regiment ofLaufun, on the pre- 
text of efcorting a large fum of money ex- 
peflcd for the ufe of the troops. Thefe 
huITars were under the command of M. 
Boudet, a lieutenant. They paffed the 
night of the 20th at St. Menehoult, and ar- 
rived on the 21ft at Pontfommeville. Forty 
dragoons of the regimeat royal, command- 
6 ed 
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led b}r M. d'Aadouin their captaiA, arrivecl 
en the lame day at St. MenehouIt> A 
(detachment of a hundred dragoons of th* 
r^ment of Monneur, and fixty of tht 
]regiment royalj came On the 26th to Cler- 
mont, on pretence of going into cahton- 
menta*{^ Moufon on the Meufe-, but With 
orders to remain, on the d t ft, at Clermont. 
They were under the commind of M. de 
l>ania$. Sixty huflars of the regiment of 
Laufun, commanded by M. Rodwel a lieu- 
tenant, were pofted at Varennes j a hun* 
dred of the fame regiment, under the com* 
mand -of M. Deflong, at Dun j fifty of the 
regiment of Royal AHemand, under M. 
Guntzer, were placed at Moufe, a viHagd 
between Dun and StenM. This laft were 
intended to have efcorted the royal famil^r 
all the way to Montmidi, where his ma* 
jefty would have found feveral regimchtt 
ready to form an encampment, which fome 
others, already on theiir march, were to 
Join on the 21ft and 22d. Some of the 
commanding officers of thbfe detachments 
Were privy to the plan ; the others w«e iil 
hourly expeftation of meeting with the mi^ 
litary 

no,-7«jhyGt.H>'^lt;- 



PRIVATE MEMOIRS. aij 

litary cheft with the money. They had 
orders to bold their troops in conllant 

. resdinefs, to watch attentively over every' 
occurrence that fhould take place at theii' 
relpeSive pofts. A courier, who preceded 
the carriage of the royal family fome hours, 
was to give thefe commanding officers 
timely notice of the king's arrival. 

" The orders figned by the king, and to 
be prefented fiicceffively to each detach- 
ment by M. de N-— — ■ and M. de 
Goguelas, enjoined the officers and foU 
diers to efcort the king and his family^ 
and to ufe every means in their power 
for their proteQion. Thofe two gen- 
tlemen were to inform the king, when 
he arrived at PontfommeviUe, of the dif- 

. pofition of the troops intended for hi* 
efcort, and his majefty was then to give 
them orders refpefting the manner in whicfe 
hewifhed to continue his- route* 

. "In cafe the fclng thought proper to let 
himfelf.be known, each detachment was to 
keep clofe to the carriage all the vray, tiU it 
was relieved by the fucceeding detaichment 
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at the new poft : but if the king preferred 
remaining mcogmto,his carriage was to pa£i: 
for that which carried the military cheft. 
The detachments were to fall bdiind at 
cohvcnient diftances, to give the king's 
party time to change horfes without fuf- 
picion ; at the fame time not to lofe fight,- 
or to be at too great a diftance for giving 
affiftance in cafe of need> In ■ either of 
thofe fuppofitions, the officers who com- 
manded the detachments were to be inform- 
ed by NLde Choifeuil or Goguelas, at the 
king*s arrival at each poft, that his majefty 
was in the carriage : but it was only in cafe 
he did not think it neceffary to preferve the 
incoignitQ.tha.t the private men of the de- 
tachments were to be informed. All the 
detachments were to proceed to Montmidi, 
after the king's paffage, with all poflible ex- 
pedition, except that at Pontfommeville, 
which WM to flop at St. Menehoult for 
eighteen or twenty hours, on purpofe to - 
prevent any perfon, of whatever defcrip- 
tion, from proceeding during that time. M. 
de Bouille was to take meafures, during the 
fame 
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Jame period, for preventing, aa^ inteUl- 
l^ence from arriving at faiv camp j and by 
this means fecured to the 'detachment at St^ 
Menehoult a fafe retreat to MontmCdi. 

" As the crofs road from Varennes to 
Dun was bad, M. de Bouille had the pre- 
cantion to place a fuffictent number of 
horfes at the former, that the king, on 
his amval, might 6nd no ' difficulty w 
' retardment to prevent his preceding to 
Dun. Thofe horfes belonged to M. dti 

N , and were fent on the pretext of 

. carrying bis camp-equipage to Moufon. 

"When M. de N went to Paris to 

receive the king's orders, he had given 
diredions to. an i^cer of his re^ment - 
Tefpe^ing thofe horfes, which were; to fet^ 
out on the 17th of June, that they might 
be at Varennes on the 20th, and there re- 
main till farther orders. . This arrangement 
had been fettled, on the fuppofition that the 
king would leave Paris on the 19th, as was 
at tirft intended : but a woman in the ler- 
vice of the Dauphio, and known to be a 
violent democnte, being to finiih her 
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treekly attendance on the 20th, it wad. 
thought prudent to defer the departure of 
the royal hmiij till ihe fhould be out o£ 
the palace i ofcourie they did notfet.out 
till the 20th, at midnight. M. de Bouillc 
was'ififormed of this aUeratioh by a letter 
frfini the Hng, which, hbvrever, he did riot 
receive before the 15th, in the evening, 
and immediately fent orders * to the regi- 
ment royal and that of Monfieiir, both 
dragoons, to begin their march a day later 
than had been formerly direGed, on jiur- 
pofe that they might be at Clermont only 
one day previous to the arrival of the royal 
family : but unfortunately the officer, en- 
triifted with the dire£Hon of the horfes, 
which w^ere faid to tranfport M. de 

N 's camp equipage, neglefted to give 

frefh orders to thofe wh6 ceadufted them 
to Varennes, and of coufft they arrived at 
that town one day foon^r than wa» interid- 
ed. The prolongation of theit ftay created 
thofe fufpieiona which afterwards proved 
fo fatal. Thofe' horf^' were n€>t placed 
where it had been agreed upOB they &ouId ; 
■ and 
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a&d when tik>ie who were charged 'witH 
the placing them arriTed at Varennes, the 
lofpicions which had ariien on their ixi* 
eoDDt had excited fucha ferib(iatatloi),thaC 
It vrould not have be^n prudent to Iutc at* 
tempted any alteration." 

Tie report of M. SmdeU 

•* The detachments arrived in precife 
time at the place of their deilination. The 
liuflars erf" the regiment of Laufun came to 
St. Menehoult on the 2dth of June ; the 
ofiicer quartered thetu at the inn, hut he 
Qegle^ed to give the ufual information to 
the magij^rates of .the place relative to 
their route and quarters. This cccafioned 
a good deal of furprife and fpeculatlon in 
the to^Q, wjiich were augmented by thft 
arrival of a detachment of the king's re^- 
meat of dragoons in the momiag of the 
fiift. The impreiKon which the conduA 
of die officer commanding the huflars left 
on the mioda of the inhabitants* made 
them watch^ the dragoons with, jealoas eyes^ 
^z . They 



n,o,i7PcihyGt)C>*^le 



■aaft PRIVATE MEMOlR-g. 

.They even attempted to take their ah&s 
-/romthem. 

" The king left the Thuilleries on the 
ao&if at midnight. His carriage broke 
•down neat Chalons. That accident detain- 
ed him feveral hours. The royal family 
were e^ipeded at Sommevelle about three . 
o'clock in.the afternoon of the 21ft. Al- 

^ough M. de N And M. de Goguelas 

had calculated that they would arrive about 
that hour, it was certainly their duty to re- , 
main there all that day with the deuch- 
^nt of huflars, the inftruftions tb whofe 
commanding officers bore, that the convoy 
tiiey were to efcort would pafs in the cout^ 
of that day : neverthelefs, when thofe two 
gentlemen faw no appearance of any cou- 
ricr,,or of the arrival of the royal family, 
they left Sommevelle at five o'clock in the 
pvemng, carrying the whole detachment 
from that important poft, from whence th^ 
dire^ions to all the others were to originjite. * 
it is to be hoped that thofe two ofHcers had 
very flxoag rgafous for conducing thein- 
felves 
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{clveB in this manner, which, however, 
hive never been fiiUy made known. It 
has been faid, that what chiefly determined 
them was certain marks of inquietude and 
commotion which began to appear among 
the people in the country, the confe- 
quences of which they thought might 
prove dangerous to the king and . royal 
family. 

** Mei&s. de N— ■ and.Goguelas 

withdrcwthe troops fromSommeveUe at five 
io'clbck in the evening, and their majeitieft . 
arrived there an hour after, finding neither 
the troops they exped:edf nor the two per- 
fons who had been entrufted with their in- 
Ilru&ions, who were to &&. as couriers, aa^ 
to give orders, fignals, and dire^ons to the 
troop» diftributed at the different polls. 
Their majefties, however, proceeded with* 
out any retardment to St. Menehoujt, while 
the detachment which had left Sommevelle 
feU bade to Varennes. By a fatality that 
feem»to have invariably accompanied the 
king, the commanding officer of the de- 
tachment, not choofing to return to St. 
Q_3 Menchoult, 
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jCfenehouIt, wh«re he had been ill recel-rad 
the day before, inftead of keejHOg to the 
high road, by which means he would hav* 
joined the royal family, finick into a cro& 
road, where he loft his way, as alfo did the 
two perfons entrufted with the king's or- 
ders : fo that none of them reached Va- 
rennes until an hour after their majelUes 
had been arrefted. 

" The royal family had come to St, 
Mcnehoult withbut any preceding courier. 
When they flopped to change horfes at the 
pofl-houfe, the commanding oiScer of the 
detachment of dragoons, fuppoHng that 
thofe were the carnages which it was his 
duty to efcort, ordered the fbldiers to 
mount, that he might fulf^ the objeA of his 
mifHion. He met with a decided oppo- 
fition from the inhabitants, and the flables 
were occupied and guarded by the national 
guards of the .towiu 

•* The king not feeing thofe he expefledi 

looked out of the tariiage with the utmoft 

nneafinefs, and made many inquiries con-* 

cmung the road. He was recognized by 

a pofl« 
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a poftiUion, who immediately raii and in-. 
formed the pofi-qiafter. The king's Jouiv 
6ey was not, however, flopped ; he went on 
to Clennont, while the po{l>mafter of St. 
Menehoult difpatched his fon to Vareanes^ 
to give notice of his niajefty's approach, 
' tliat meafures might be taken to ftop himi 
The king changed horfes again at Glcr- 
jnont, and was fufiered peaceably to Cak6 
the road to Vareanee. M. de Damas, wh* 
i^ommanded the royal' dragopas and thofis - 
of Monfieur, cxpeded the arrival of th« 
courier every moment, according toagi^ 
^ent, and he kept his troops in r€^dine% 
but had not been able to make any otheF 
jweparatlons for the arrival of their majef" 
ties. However, on being informed tha;t: 
two carriages, (^ which they g^ve him thf 
tUfcription, had changed horfes at the pc^ 
bouib, t>e had no doubt of their being thofp 
of the kiag A^d queen. He immediately 
£ave orders to his dr^oons to mount. 
The diArii^ and municipality of the plac^ 
w,ere alarmed, and he was defired to give 
AO'Sccount of this unexpe&ed order. M,. 
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'dc Damas, without returning an anfwer, 
fet (pun to his ho'rie, ordering his dragoons 
to fcdlow him : but they, yielding to thfc 
threats and intreatles of the national guv ds, 
bafdy deferted thrir commanding officer. 
M. de Damas purfued alone the road to 
Varennes, and arrived a few minutes after 
theirmajefties. 

« The fon of the poftmafterof St. Mene- 
hoult got the ftart- of the king by fome 
tours. His departure from that town had 
been obferved by one of the quarter-maf- 
tcrs of the re^ment royal, who was in the 
fecret, and who, fufpe^ng the young man*s 
intentions, found means to cfcape the 
^Uchful obferrations of the populace, and 
of his own companions, and purfued the 
fellow, in order to prevent his fatal defign. 
He followed him for about .^ league : but 
1)eing afraid to pufh his horfe, which had a 
great way to go, he did not- overtake him ; 
and the fellow, perqeiving himfelf purfued, ■ 
fuddenly quitted the high road, efcaped 
into the woods, and through unbeaten 
tracks, known to himfelf, proceeded to Va- . 
rennes. 
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irennes. He arrived betwixt ten and elerea 
o*clock at night, and, with as Uttl^ noife as 
pebble, he awaked ereiy perfoa liethougliC 
veetBkry for his projeA, and barricaded 
with carts and waggooa the bridge of Va- 
rennes, which feparated the vilUhaute Icora 
the vilU bap. 

** In tbe midft of thefe preparations th^ 
majellies arrived at the villebautCy and &o^ 
ped at the firft Jioufe, in hopes of finding 
freih horfes ready for them : but in this they 
were difappointed j the hor&s intended fag 
them were ftill at an inn on the opposite 
fide of the bridge. M. de Bouille' had fent 
-his youngeft fon antf M. de Raigecourt to 
Varennes on the morning of the 2 ift, with 
-orders to make the neceflary preparations 
for the king's arrival. They had not/uf. 
• ficient confidence in the officer who com- 
manded the detachment at Varennes to truft 
him with- the fecret, but they defired him 
to bold his troops in readinefs to efcort a 
convoy^ They anxioufly expefted the ar- 
rival of the courier, as their orders were to 
make so preparation till he came. Befides, 
'theii 
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their very appeorance tft the tortrn had cre- 
ated furpicionG, and the fear of tncreafing 
them prevented their removiog the horfes 
from the vUle baffe to the vHle haute^ until 
' they fhould receive notice of the ldng*s ar- 
lival. The officer who commanded the de- 
tachment at Varennes had orders to efcort ^ 
■convoy which was of ia much importance, 
that in cafe he perc«ved any difpolition in 
the people to obftruft it, he was to order his 
troops to mount, make: himfelf mafter of ail 
the pafiages, and enforce the advance'meijt 
of the convoy. But as none of thefe mea- 
furea were executed, the poft-mafter had full 
time to make all his criminal arrangements, 
without encountering the leaft obflacle. 

" Their majefties were very uneafy on 
being informed, on their arrival, that there 
were i;o horfes in readlnefs, and faw no ap* 
pearance of the troops they expe^ed for 
their proteaion. To add to their vexation,, 
their potiillions threatened to leave them. 
The queen alighted, and called at feveral 
houfes to obtain information refpeftiog the 
horfesi Nobody knew hen She w-a}ked 
-for 
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for fome time in the viBe haute 'with tb? 
king, in'eKpe^tion that fome perfon would 
appear who Would give them the informs 
tion they Aood fo miich in need of, but all 
, in Tain. They were obliged to return to 
their carriage without the expe^ed fatisfiuN 
tion I and all they could do was to intreat 
the poftillions to proceed with the iame 
horfes. As they palled under an arch-way 
xwar the bridge, a band of ruffians, who lay 
in wut, flopped the carriages, feized upon 
the king, and'forced him and his family to 
alight* and they were conduced prisoners 
to the .houfc of the frocureur de la com- 
mune. The Idng expoftulated agatnft this 
violence with equal firmnefs and digiUty, 
^ut to no purpofe. In a moment the ftrcets 
were barricaded, the ftableis of the huC&rs 
furrounded, the national guards drawn 1^ 
under arms, and the tocfin founded to 
alarm the country. Tlie young de Bomllc 
and M. RaigecQurt, on hearing the tumult, 
liaftened towards the hotel of &e com* 
mandant, but found the ftreets barricaded. 
They had time 01^ to mount 00 borfo- ' 
back, 
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bock, to pufh tbrough the armed crowtk 
that oppofed them, and to go with all pot 
fible expedidoa to inform genefal de Bouille 
of whar had happened. 

** In lefs than an hour after the king was 

ftopped} Meflrs. de N and de Gogue- 

las arrived at Varenncs with the detachment 
' from Pontfonvmeiielle.' At thegatearof the 
town they found fome pieces of cannon 
and a party of the national guards, who at 
firft ^fputed their entrance. They defired 
to be made known to the fixty huflars in the 
town, who belonged to their re^ment 
\Mt RodwelI,who commanded thofe huflars, 
cune to meet them alone. M. Boudet,the 
commanding officer of the detachment from 
Pontfommevelle, informed him that the 
company which had been flopped was adu- 
^y tiie king and the royal family, and or- 
dered him to take every neceflary meafure 
foiC the defence and furety of their majef- 
jies : but Hodwell, in place of obeying his 
4:ommanding officer, immediately left Va- 
reanes, on pretence that he mufl go and 
ihfbrpiM.de Bpuill^ ,gf .\?hat ^ad hap- 
pened i 
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pentd ; and he left the command of t^ im- 
portant poft to one c£ the quarter-maflers, 
who was extremely Ulra&dedto the king, 
as i^peared by his keeping the huSus in 
t(5tal inaSron, 

; " The detachment of FontfommereUi^ 
being the cHily troops well dHpded to' the 
king in the town, reached the houfe where 
the royal family were detained, which 
they found furroimded by a number of n»^ 
tional guards. M. de Goguelas, inftead of 
attempting to di^erfe them by any orders 
to the detachment, addrefled himfelf to the 
procweur de la commune^ who ftill afie&ed 
not to know who the people he detained 
were, deiiring to be. intrgduced to' them. 
He was introduced, accordingly, and on 
his return . ^flured the people that i& 
was unqueftionably the royal £unily; 
This information rendered the multitude 
more obftinate for denning the royal 
family. 

. " M. de Goguelas, wiflung'to afcertain 
whether the minds of the troops had not 
. been corrupted by the- townVpeQpIe> du- 
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ring 'hii abfence, oTdaed ^them to pujartf 
fbat .anns *, and then very iacoafidoatd; 
alkcd whether thfl7 were for the king or iht 
mtioo. They anjfwened, ** F/tfr is mtfioti i 
Nous tenon* et tiendrons tottjoufi poUrelle,*^ 
-^ '*• ITiis anfwer, wUch the fcirtrouiidmg 
crowd bad ibrplred thea with} ^IMiily 
ihewed no affiftaoce could be e3q>e£ted ioi 
lusnujeOy in this feditious town. M. <ts 
Gagitelas theref<n-e» feoooing to adopt tbe 
pcevaifing feotiment, xefolTed quietly to 
wait, the amval of a Efficient force, to 
affift 'hiva. in delivenng their migeftica. c : 
** 'While thefe events were paffing at Va*. 
xennes, M.deBouiUc wae extremdy on*' 
eafy at receiving no intelligence. H^ had 
pafledthe night on hor&^k btimixt Dun 
and.Stenai. At laft he tode to tiie hig^ 
way whidi leads to Mcmttpe^, that he 
might be at hand to g^ve ailiftance, if n&- 
cefiary. He was at the gates of Stenfd 
about four in the moming, when M. dd 
Rugecourt, the chevalier de Bouill6, i^d 
Id. deKodwell tnvu^thim the nnweloom* 

_ ' '-' lUtttrt lata la vrtna. 
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news of the kiag being ftopped. Hiat in- 
(buit, orders were given for the re^ment- 
rtgal AUtmaed to mount, but the horfes 
were inot fiddled, although Uieir, command- 
ing Officer had received orders the pre- 
cedibg'ev^ning to hold himfelf in readinefs 
by day-break, and although it was known 
in the regiment that the king was to pafs 
dliring the night. M. de Bouille fent, at the 
f^me time, to Montmedi," an order to M." 
-de Klinglin, martchal de camp^ to fend' one' 
of the battalions of . Naflau towards Dun, 
and to expedite orders to the " Swifs ■ 
n^itnent of GafteUis, then on its marth 
to Sir^iDtmedi, to detach.. 6ne of its b«t- 
talions. . to fitenu, and there «> aitend- 
his ferther orders. Mv de BowUle alfo 
fent '-orders, io: the ^deeachmcnts of Moufer 
and Dun ta inarch with aU ^ligence to. 
Varennes, ^vihg than to know that 
he would foon^ follow with the regin^enc 
royal Alkmii^, and enjoiiung J^i^y im* 
mediately upon their arnvai, 'to ttftr'vrery. 
ifteans- In'- H^'powir;f(K"tiie defi-4eiaiice: 
of the royiliamliy, ' . .'.'I- ■ . - 7. 

"M.de 
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** M. de BouilU waited till the r^^iAent 
•f ftfal AUemand were quite ready, and 
Aen put himfelf at Its head ; after wfaiefa» 
&at he might alEire himfelf of its dilpofi- 
tions, he read the king*6 orders, informed 
the men of the occaHon of this march, and 
^ftributed money amongH them. He 
found them extremely well difpofed, and 
they followed him with an alacrity which 
promi&d fuccefs : but it was five o'clock in 
the moroing when they fet out." 

Extras ofM.de lan^s report, 
** M. de LoAg, who commanded, at this 
dme, the detachment of Dun, occupied, 
whh his huflars, all the ftreets and avenuet 
cf that town. On being informed, by M« 
Rodwell, of the diftreiling Htuadon <S the 
roy^ &mily, he marched to Varennes with 
, Ins troops, without waiting the general's or- 
ders, leaving twentypfour men and an offi- 
•er at X>im,in order to fecure a free paBagc 
durongh that town. He was only an hour 
and a half in going five leagues betwixt 
Dun and Varennes. He arrived before thia 
. laft 
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Ifift town at five o^^clock in the morning. 
His projed had been to begia the attack 
immediately, and to make hia way by force 
to the king; but when he reached the 
town, he perceived the barricades, whieh 
forced him to renounce his iplan. The ad- 
vanced poU of the national guard requited 
of M. de Long to attend them to the mu- 
nicipality, and explain the motilres t)f his 
journey to Varennes. This he pofitively re- 
ftifed, and demanded entrance with his de- 
tachment, in order to join that ^ich waa 
in the town. They anfwered, that his 
demand was contftiry to the king's orders. 
M. de Long being atfured, by this anfwcr, 
that the king was at VarenAes, requeued 
permiffion to pay his refpeflis to his ma- 
jeftyk' This was agteed to ty M. Seigne^ 
mont, commander of the national guards 
and chevalief de St. Lewis, who promifed 
him prote'ftion, and gave his word of ho- 
iKour that he HiOUld be allowed to fpezk to 
the king, without any witriefi. For die 
greater furety that this proihifewould be ad- 
fiered to, M. de Ix)ng exafted that an hoft- 
VOL. n. It age 
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age Ihould ht delivered to his huHars. Thir 
was done. His fcheme was to inform the 
king of the fuccours that were arrived and 
expc£ted, and to obferve whether it would 
be pofTible to force the barricades fword in, 
hand. He found them fo &'ong, particu- 
larly on the bridge, that he had no hopes of 
fucceeding, unlefs he was joined by the 
iniflars under the command of M. Boudet. 
Having arrived at the houfe in which the 
royal family were confined, he faw, to hb 
afionifhment, thirty huflars before it, conn 
manded by one of the national guards ; and 
this certitude of their defedion deprived 
him of all hopes of his detachment's being 
allowed to enter the town. After waiting 
half an hour, he was introduced to the Idrig. 
Seigncmont, contrary to the word he had 
pledged, entered with him. When M- de 
liOng reproached him in the prefence of his 
majefty, his only apology wasj that the 
citizens would not allow that he ihould 
have any private conference with the king ; 
yet he afterwards permitted M. de Long to 
talk a little, in the comer of the room, with 
S *"» 
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bis razjcAff who was then informed of hlft 
JeaX HtUation, aiid of the unfurmountable 
obfUcIes which the barricades, and the de- 
fe^ion of fome of the troops, formed to the 
zeal of M. de Long. He was informed, at 
the fame time, of the march of M. de 
Bouill^, at tlie head of the Royal Alle^ 
mand. 

>* The fiihg f^eihed ih fuch a &it^ <^ 
£onfufion, that M. de Long repeated this^ 
informadon three times, from an appreben- 
iion that his majefly had not heard whaC 
he had fjdd. At laft he begged to hare his 
taajefty*8 orders for M. de Bouille'. 

" * You may acijuaint him,* f^d the 

king, * that I am a prifotier J that I doubt 

inuch whether he can do any thing for 

. me, but that I deftre he may do what he 

cdn.* 

" M. dfiXdng fpofce aUb to the queeni 

but as fhe flood y€ty near to the commander 

of the nationaU guards, he gave her the 

fame information in German, that he 

' had given to the king. That unhappy 

R3 princeft 
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princefs complained bitt«ly'of her perie- 
cutors, and particularly that they would not, 
permit her to proceed to Verdun, where fhe 
and tl^e children could more commodioufly 
rqiofe theimfelves. 

*' The king defiris^ M. de Long not to> 
prolong the convcrfatioa ia Gern](an, to 
prevent fufpicions, he took leave of their 
inajeftieSi afking their orders ;d«ud. Ther 
king replied, 

. " * X am a prifoner, and have no orders 
to give.' 

*' M. de Long having arrived at his de- 
tachment, fent a non-commiffioiKd officer 
with an order toM. Boudet to attadc thofc 
who confined the royal £un^, while jfctf 
, fiiouldforcethebarricade^and advance wit^ 
his troops to thur afliHaraae. - A£t^ a cqnr 
fiderable interval, the non-conimiffioned of-, 
ficer returned, without having been able tO' 
£peak to M. de Boudet, who, with his de- 
tachment, was blocked' up in tbfe convent 
and garden of the CordeUer$. 

** In thofe circumftances, M. de Long. 

)iad no otiier refource but to wjuc for the 

6 arrlvat 
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4i^Val of tbe xigimanc «f ' Ro)^ AHeDtaUdft 
but'he l$(m UAder|leo<l that ih^royaA&f^ 
tnlyt having bcea obliged to go btotheii; 
cart4ag48, \t«c 0o the -foad t6 Paris; 
gu^cdod by an armed nmiEtidtude. He Tras 
joined by the chevalier de R- — — ^ and they 
endeavoured td crofs the riTtf, ^ the io^ 
Kexitioa <)f actacHng the efcort and; delirer-i 
iog the tmg. They aaually pafied the&tft 
bruKh, bat found the fccond too deep ; and 
feeing no poffibility of fucccmring tftfe tojA 
femily, they detecmined lo join M. de 
BouUIe ; which they did, about nine o'clock 
in the morning, near Varenues. Greatly 
fhocked at the information they brought, 
he was ftill inclined to continue his march, 
and make a !aft attempt, but no perfon 
among the troops knew of any ford by 
which they coiild pafe the river which fe- 
parated them from the king. The horfes 
were nearly exhaufted with the long march 
they had already made, Stenai being more 
than five leagues from Varennes j befides, 
the kin^ having fet out about an hour and 
R 3 a half 
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a. half before, all purfuit feemed ufelefs. 
There was therefore an abfolute impoffibi- 
lity of delivering the royal family ; and 
M. de Bouille, overwhelmed with grief, 
marched back inth his troops to Stenai." 

Befides the above ftatement, M. de 
BouUle drew up a parucular account, exi 
planatory of the failure of this plan, for 
protefting the rpyal family in their journey 
&om Paris to Mpntmedii fpc the ioforniT 
litipn pf their majeftics*. 
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CHAP. XXV. 

^he decree of accufation ijfued agatnft Lari" 
viere intimidates his colleagues. — Madame 
de Lamotbe*s Memoirs are fecretly burnt 
at Seves.—'Con/equences. — A band of ruf- 
fians, in the pay of the yacobins, are em- 
■ ployed to excite popular commotions. — The 
a/fembly pafs a decree for dj/banding the 
king's conjlitutional guards ; and on the 
Jhme day^ one of accufation againfi the 
duke de Brijfac,—7be minijiers oblige the 
king to fanSion the decree for dijbanding 
the guards.~—My letter ^ advifing bis ma- 
j'fiy '" ''tf'if^ hisfanSioH^ arrives too late. 

AFTER the decree of accufation againft 
the judge Lariviere, none of hi^ col- 
leagues durft venture lo coatinue the legal^ 
proceedings on my complaint and that of 
M. de Montpiiorin. But one principal ob- 
Jeft we had in jiew was accompHfhed, 
namely, to ten4er the impofture of, the 
R 4 Auftriaa 
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Auftrian committee manifeft to the pubhc. 
This fable had been invented foon after the 
Qpening of the firft affemhly, with a defign 
to cxafperate the peof)Ie agalnft the king, 
the queen, and all their faithful fervants. 
The Jacobins, enraged at being deprived of 
that ground of calumny, watfhed for an op-^ 
portunity of reviving it, and for that pur- 
pofe they made a handle of a piece of im- 
prudence fommitted by one pf the clerks of 
a public office. 

M, dc la Porte had purchafed, by the 
king's orders, the whole edition of the Me- 
moirs of the ^moUiS tp|iadame de Xamothe„ 
fo full of calumny againfit the qu^n. He 
orderied ^hem tp be burnt'with all the p/e- 
caiiticHi and (ecrecy. poffible. The clerk 
who received the order had the imprudence 
to eonfiije the execution of it to one named 
Riflqtty an intnguing and ieditious man, 
formerly an advocate at Nancy, who had 
committed feyeral forgeries, and eyea fa- ' 
hricated the king's feal, foi; which he had 
been profeciited before the tribunal of Ri- 
quites deni^elf where I^yfelf, as a maitre 
des 
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dss nquStes^^z.% employed in his crofs exa^ 
mination. Oa that occaiion I ran cod« 
fiderable danger, not only from the popu- 
lace, whOy being convoked by his hva&t 
bills, filled the. court, but alfo by the fury 
of theTellonvhinifelf, who-attempted to jkf-^ 
fadlt me during the trial, and was, with fbm< 
difficijlty prevented by the buijieri. He 
was acquitted, in confeijnence of the new 
principles of patriotifm then in vogue, but 
every body was convinced of his guilt. 
This fame Riflon, finding himielf entrufi^ 
f d with a commiflion which interefted the 
ting, abd appeared of the more importanqe 
pn account of the myAerious mum^ m 
which it was ordered to be executed, wae 
lefs folicitous to perform it effet^ually, than 
to mal^e an oftentatlous diii)lay of the: eon- 
fidence that had l?een p}su:ed in him., ; On 
the 3pth of May, at ten ©*clock in the 
ptorning, he ordered the Memoirs to- be 
ponveyed in a waggon^ which he himf^ 
accompanied, to the china manujfa^ory at 
Seyes, where he caufed a large fire to be 
made, and burnt ^e Mempi;r8.,ia.the|>re- - 
fence 
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fence of all the workmen of the manufac- 
tory, who were exprefsly forbid to ap- 
jK-oach the fire. His oftentatioua pre- 
cautions awakened curiofity, and gave rife 
to a thoufand dif&rent conje£lures. The 
, fire kindled at Seres was immediately made 
ftfe of to inflame the minds of the Parifian 
populace. That very day it was mentioned 
in the affembly, that ftate papers had been 
carried at M. de la Porte's office, and burnt at 
B&ves. Briffot and the Jacobin party in- 
^fted vehemently that the papers burnt 
with fo miich myftery were the regifters' 
and letters of correfpondence of the very 
'Auftrian committee, of whofe exiftence 
they had fo long endeavoured to convince 
the world. 

' M. de la Porte was fummoned to the bar, 
and gave a i&ithful account of the afiair as 
it ftood. Rifton was alfo. called, who con- 
firmed the depofition of M. de la Porte. But 
thefe explanations, fatisfad:ory as they 
were, did not quiet the ferment which that 
fifiair had excited in the alTembly. The 
Gironde "party, 'lirfio for fome time had 
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in view the decheance^ or abdication of the 
Jdog* and of placing the prince royal 6a 
the throne, under a regency compofed of 
their own party, feized eagerly this oppor- 
Itumty to prepare and facilitate the aQcoiEh 
pliihing their pnrpof^f. 

The courage and fidelity of the conftitu- 
tlonal guards, formed an obftaple to their 
plan whiph they wiff^ed to remove, ^1- 
- though they could have oppofed to rthpre 
guards many thoufand armed ruflianB, be-r 
iides a chofen band a&ually in the pay of 
the Jacobins. 

Buob (the juftice of peace before men- 
tioned) gave me the following information 
on this head : ' . 

"The men, thus retained, received, at 
firft, five livresji day: but as their numbers 
increafed, their pay was reduced to forty 
fous. Deferters, and foldiers vho had been 
turned out of their regiments, were (jhofcn 
in preference to any others, Their num- 
ber, in the beginning of March, was fevea 
hundred and fifty, as appeared by an extra^ 
from the account of their laft payment. 
This 
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This band was comBunded by a chevalier of 
St. Lewis, to whom they were Forced to: 
take an oath of aidimited ■ dbeiieaci on' 
their adimffion. He himfelf received his 
orden from the fecret comimttee ot the 
Jacobins. This new corjis mixed \Tith the 
jpe^atore in- the tribune of the affetftbly, 
at the clufts, in the meetings of the fee- 
tions, and with the groups in the Palais 
— Bnyal : hilt their principal fervicc confifted 



in *ccitii^g an^ fupporting popular [ tu-J 

^iriufts". ' ■ . ■ 

To pave, the vray to the ,king*8 -dif- 
cbeance or abdication,, the GironclilU wi(hed 
to intimidate liim by an infurr^dion of the 
popplace againft the palace ; and to ce^er 
this effeaual,' they Jhought it ncceilary to 

■ obtain'a decree of the aiffembly. fof difband- 
itig the conftituti^ijal guards. , They made 
a handle of the fermentation, occafioned by 
the fcene at Seves, to aflert that thofe 
guards were in a ftate of cpunteKr'evo- 
iution i that they had adually received 
from the king and queen a white flag, to he 
ufet} 
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ttfed oa foBAe proper ocfii£on ; but which 
at prefent was concealed in a cavern under 
the Ecole Militaire. 

The place was fearcfaed, and no fuch'fiag 
found, Nc^ng was found that had any 
connefHon with the imaginary committee ; 
yet a decree c^ accuiation was on the point 
of being pafTed againft all tl^ officers of 
the king's guard ; but the apprehenfion of 
exciting the whole corps ^ainft the aflent* 
tWy, reih'ained this; and the decree was 
confined to the brave and unfortunate, 4ue 
de Briflac, who was next day condu^ited ^ 
the prifon at Orleans, »2d afterwards ina£- 
lacred with the other pdfoners. 

Thefcii^ was perfe^y fenOble, that the 
jQptive of the decree for diibanding hj^ 
guard, was no ofher than to deprive him 
of the protedlion of thofe brave men whom 
it was well kaown would defend his life 
aX. the hazard of ^eir owo.^ He w»& ex- 
tremity a{;itated } and the morning adter Aie 
decree pa&d, he fent for his miniilers at 
an early hone, and communicated a letter 
*»» ^em,.whi^ he iotciidiBd to &nd to the 
aifembly. 
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aflemblf, announcing his i^fufal to ran£ti,da 
the decree : but they all refufed to counter- 
fign his letter ; and ctHifequently it could 
not "be fent. His majefty then propofed to 
go In pcrfon to the aflemblyf and pro^ 
nounce a difconrfe, in vrhich he would give 
his reafotts for not fanfttoning the decree ; 
but all the mlnifters refufed to attend 
him to the aflembly : they even carried 
their bafenefs or perfidy the length of 
afierthig, that every man of the guard 
would be maifacred by the people if they 
were not immediately disbanded, and that 
every iodividu^ ia the palace would bt 
endangered by his majefly's deferring to 
fandion the decree. In fliort, the un- 
happy prince^ without taking time to re- 
fled, confented'to fan£tion that fatal de- 
cree. 

An hour after having figned his fandion, 
he rccdved my letter: in which, net 
knovring what had pafled, I flrongly urged 
the neceffity of his forcing the affembly to 
adhere to the coniHtution ; which, in al- 
lowing the king to have a guard of 1800 
men. 
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men, had not givoi the legiflative body 
smy aitthority over it j reminding him. 
that it was to the king alone that all cooi- 
plaints ought to be carried or addrefled 
againA the guard in general ; and that the 
authority of the aflembly was limited to 
the receiving complaints, and to ifliiing 
decr&es of accufation againft any individud 
of that guard who n^ght give grounds for 
them ; and who would of courfe be tried 
by the proper courts. 

. Before 1 received the king's anfwer, I 
heard, with equal regret and furprife, that 
the decree was already fandioned ; and 
that the duke of Brifiac had been fent as 
a prifoner to Orleans. He had refifted 
the eameft entreaties of his family aad 
friends, who fuggefted to him the means 
of efcape, and thought he could have 00 
fecurity for his life but by flight. 

I received the king's anfwer that even- 
ing ;, it was written with his own hand on 
the margin of my, letter, which was ouc 
eftablifhed form of correQ)ond€nce. "With 
every letter I wrote, Ifent him back that- 
which 
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which I received from him the day befor^j' 
only takiag not^ from it ; fo that his 1^- - 
ten never rem^uned «twenty-four hours in 
my hands. I prqpofed this method to the 
king, to prevent his having any uheafinefe 
about his letters. Mine were delivered to 
the king or ^ueen, and their anfwers 
brought to me by one of the captains of the 
guard, whofe zeal and attachment vrere 
known to them. 

It would have been imputed to their ma- 
jeftiea as a crime to carry on any kind of 
correipondence at this time with me; I 
judged it highly improper therefore to fuh* 
, jeft them to the leaft rifle or uneafinefs by 
keeping even copies of the letters wUch 
pafied on this occafion. Independent of 
this confid^ration, it is to be regretted that 
I did not keep copies of them all, becauie 
they would have tefti6ed his IcrupuIouS 
fidelity to the conftitution, his affeftion for 
his people, and the abfoltlte ^fhood of the ' 
various calumnies' Invented for the bafeft 
purpofes againft both him and the queen. 
M. Malouet is the only petfon now alive ■ 
■ vrtid 
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who &w the ori^nak of the greateft pact 
of thofe lettera by the Ida^^i penmffioa 1 
that geatleman can atteft the truth of what 
I . have oow laid. As X retained nottts 
which could not be undeiftood by tho& 
into whofe han<l6 1 was afiraid of the aAp.* 
joals falling, I am enabled to fubjoin Ub 
majefty*8 anfwer to my letter relpe^Hng 
the difbanding of the guardu, which was ia 
the following terms : 

- ** Unfortunately it is no longer time to 
do as you propofe; the.miniflers afliired 
me, that the ferment of the people is fo 
violent, that the^ fanQion of the decree 
could not be deferr^ without expoling the 
guards, and every p^on in-the palace,^to 
the greateft danger. I gave this faO^lioa 
much again# my lwUI ; but the evil camuaft 
be remedied." 

. No remedy indeed remained after the 
decree was ian£lioned ; and I was the more 
diftrefled at what had ha{^)ened, as in fpite 
of the defel^on of the miniften otx thi* 
occafion, I was convinced that great ad- 
vanti^y might huve been taken of the 
v«^„ 12, t aflembly. 
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dflfembtfy could the king have been pie- 
T«ilad'opoa to bare aded with eoergy; 
iuitay letter ndght have had ibme weight 
«it}» him« had he receiTed it before he 
fittdicmed' the decree 

My intentioQ waa to propofe to bis ma- 
jefty-to go to the afiembly, accompanied by 
fix principal <^cers <^ hit guard, and a 
knodred guaeds , oa horfebacfc ; part t£ 
which would have remained at the en- 
trince, by the gate oS the Feuilans, and 
ftort at the Piace de Yendomtt while the re^ 
Biainder would ' hare gc«e by the quay tp 
the Place -de Lewis XV. I woiild have 
propofed' to his majefty to i^onovdce his 
Intenticm (^ gtHing to tfae aflembly only a 
^arto: c^ an hour before h'e Vent ; and;^ 
dut OD' his arrival,, he £h0ul^ pronounce 
-the foliowing difcourie : 
- ^ Genttemei^ we luve all ta&en an oath 
ID 'lite confiitutioa ; by your's^ you vc 
fcoimd toi^fixnge it in no point ; and mine 
^l^eS'Qe te maintain it by'all th^ power 
nthidi the conftitBtibtt has delegated intd 
my bands. I come here in- tbe e^ecutioa 
. ^' of 
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dr that duty to ftate to yourferves the irre- ' 
gularity of that decree by which my con- 
ilitUtioD^ guards xte ofdeted ' tO . be dif- 
bulded on account of certain aceb&tions^ 
^Mch, bv^erer ferious in thdnfelVes^ and 
however well-funded, can only criminate 
a few individuals. That decree isdiredily , 
Sn cohtradi^ion to the fpirit of the cdH^tu« ' 
tion, which has ordefed and fegulated «hat 
guardr This article of the con^tblton U 
equally binding with all the others t 'they 
were all, without e:tceptlon, adopUid by 
yourTelves, and confecrated by the caxh of 
the majority of the nation \ and that oath» 
you as well as me have fwofn to adhere to 
inviolably. By this folemn engagement, it 
is my duty to declare to you, that I jiever 
can lanftion the decree for dilbanding my 
guard J and it is your part td repair your 
error by a fpeedy revocation ; for, if you ad- 
here to that decree,' you ufurp a power which 
you have not: received from the conftitution, 
and thereby make your own opinion pre- 
vail over that of the nation ; in which cafe 
S3 you 
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you can no longer be regarded as its repM- 
fentatives. 

** If there is jull eaufe of eomplahft- 
agiwEift any of the dfficefs or &>\diex» 
which thi6 cooftitution has attached to my, 
perfon, you are authorized to iffiie a decres 
cf accu&tion againft them ; but that decree 
oinnot extend farther. Haftea then to iftr 
turn witlun the limits of your legal power» 
which I am fo far from intending to cir-, 
cum&ribe, that to fecure to you the full, 
cxefdfe of it, eVen at this moment, and to 
prevent any criminal from, efcaping, I have- 
ordered all my guards to be aflembled, and 
£b to remain until you ^ve orders .to ap- 
pre^Kod for trial every individual am(»^ 
them, aguoft whom you haye.- any' 
proofe." "i-n:' -'-:■'■ 

: Previous to Ziis majefty.*s going tal^ 
afiembly, I fiiould have taken cue M have- 
filled the tribunes with a conCdera^J& ^B^b^ 
ber of the friends of the cQnftittiti^i^^' 
applaud the king^s ^courfe„ a^djl* fiOf^ 
prefs, by marks of disapprobation, every 
S contrary 
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cOAVary ' motion. Numerous placards 
pafted up the preceding day; hand-bills 
diftributed in profuiion; intelligent emif* 
Janes mixing in the groups, coffee-houfes, 
iSyi pubUc walks, ihould have prepared the 
nunditof the people for this meafure, by 
reprerenting die decree for diibanding the 
cffii^utional guards in its true colours; 
Samely, as a violent infiingement of the 
confticution, and ao ufurpation of the law- 
ful right <rf'his majefty. 

It would have been prudent, at the fame 
time, to . have ordered the three thou£tnd 
Svn&t who were * then at Courbevoye, ta 
advance to the heighu of PaiTy, ui^er pre* 
tence <tf fadng reviewed. This corps, with 
their bcethren, at that time on duty in .th« 
ThuiUoitt, and the cooltitutional guards, 
cofflaanded by fucfa a br^ve and inteIHgenX 
officer as M. d'llerviUy, would have com- 
pofed, ns caic of need, a fuffident force to 
fi^pre& any iniurre^on which the Jaco* 
b«w «ii|ht h»ve ndfed. 

, t J I ve^ 



D,o,i..(i by Google 



Ji6i PRIVATE MEMOIRS, 

I Tcry incoafiderately communicated the 
ftbove plan to the king, of which I after-, 
wards repeated, as it could only ferve to 
fragment, his regret for haying ian^lioned 
the . decree. This unfortunate numarch 
wasrabteady fo much to be pitied, ^that it 
was batbarous not to Tpare him ^n^tevcr 
teodeB. vfelefsly to agg^vatp his uneafindx. 
The anfwer which fae wtote, as uiiial, oq 
the margia of my letter, made me fenlibla 
of my indifcretipn : it was as follows : ' 
' *' Yoii know, X cannot undo what is 
itfat't my foul ^is- fiiU':^ foirow. Wlat 
esin I do, furrouilded as^ I atb,' and'wi^ na 
perfon near me io whom I cajv tnift~i" 
- This fad truth waH'cpn^iinved by the 
fetal; con{equence8 of the dHbanding-ithe 
guazde, which renewed with.bitftotttefs the 
kiog*s: regret for hiiving. fo 'pr(*ipiut«ly 
gone into :tbe fandjon of \kkt ^tsfi' But 
by a fatality -which fi^^Hw^ jipafih§4 foihijoi, 
and which was always ^moft ^eirutfkabk.<«!i 
the moft critical occ^fifins, th,{^q teiuhfifl^ 
■which required the greateft deliberation, 
6 .■ " and 



no,-7«jhyGt)C5'^le 



PRIVATE MEMOTHSi. .^3 
and on which he .ought to have confulted 
the perfoas moft worthy of his coofidencc:, 
'Vrere '^fometimes thofe which he adopted 
moil hailily ; whereat; 0d meifures whofe 
jTuccefs depended on celerity*, he often de- 
liberated until his ftdoptiog ih^tn beofmc 
izfelefs, aad evea hurtfuU 



«4 



Dpi ..d by Google 



3<4 ntlTATE HEMOIRS. 



CHAP. XXVL 

The decrees agiunfi the mnjuring ^efity and 
Jor formng a caa^ in the neigbbourboad 
^ Paru.^Dhtfien in the cabinet on that 
Qccafion, — Dtanourier prev^als on the king 
to difmft three of bit minificrt.~~-Miac- 
venjki, — I'be king prevents a pamphlet 
from heing publified againfi Dummirier. 
—Fairicatiom ^ a^gnats is the prifon, 
—Important di/coveries reJpeSing the 
troubles tn St. Domingt. — The Mulatto 
Jiaimend.'~-Refignation of Dttmo$trier,~-^ 
^ fnffdar letter from him to M. de 
laro^ere. 

THE aflembly, wfaofe uiurpatioiu io- 
creafed in propordon as the ]dDg*s 
|)owen of refiflance were weakened, pafled 
two moft atrocious decrees in the be^iw 
ning of June 1793. Thefirft was for the 
banifiunent of the pri<AB who had refuied to 
tako 
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take the oath j and the fecond was for the 
formation of a camp of twenty thouiand 
men ^in the environs of Paiis^ To confift of 
volunteers from every department of the 
Idngdom. It was very well known^ that 
thofe volunteers would every where be 
chofen by the Jacobins, whofe power was 
umverfaHy felt, and had impreflcd fitch go> 
neral terror as gave them complete fvray in 
every ele^ion j fo that this army muft of 
cotirfe have \teea made up of thdr crea- 
tures, the moft fedltiou* and die^perate 
vHIfuns in the kingdom. The modve ^ven 
for this decree, was the Cifc^ of the capitaL 
Upon that pretence, Servan the mioifier,!!! 
connivance with the Girond party, with- 
' out an order from the long, or witibout 
conunumcating his tnteotions, to hisci^ 
.leagues, propoled the meafure in a letter to 
i^e prefident of the aflembly. His real 
..TfK^wyraa to fecure a fu£Bdent force. agai^ 
.^he Toy^fU who remained in I^aris,, and 
.,^i^,p(Mtion of the national guards yth» 
..fittere kniown to be attached tp the king 
^. ■■.._.'. and 
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and to the conftitatibn^ which the J»> 
cobiaSt as was • Aow evideat, iatended to 
.oTertura. • • > . 

The king {hewed the utmpA repugiunf;e 
to fandion either of thefe decrees, in fpite 
of the threi^emng indmatioa&.he d^iy re- 
ceived from, bis aiioifiets RoUatid, Claviere, 
and Scnmu 

;. At' thai 'tfine a-qturwl fubfilled betwixt 
thefe inimftcrKland dieir cdieagues, who, 
Jacobins as tl^ey were, feemed touched 
sinthi'tKe ]dng*«^Kn8ftittunes, and always 
liriiaTed'ivbiniiwith reipeft. They were 
■JhOcked -l^iilt tfte cpndua of RoIIand, Ca- 
'nere, and Secv^in^ and detemuned to take 
■tbis opportunity to get them difmi&d. 
Dnmininer, wit^ th^ .{^probation, of hi& 
^dleagueaDufaathftit' and la Cofte, under- 
cook to piQpofe throe dew juinifteu to the 
king.'- Hi& nujefty aabepted the propofid 
wltfc ^ joy of a perfon who feels himielf 
biddenly ielieVed Bront. a heavy |oad under 
ftdtkb he-was ready to fink, gooji after 
;thc'ni£afuoe was. deteiouned on, I was in- 
fprmed 
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formed of it by i letter from the king, iq 
anfwer to one I had written the day.be-. 
fore, in which I begged to receive hu ,or- 
ders refpe£ting a viruleat pamphlet againft 
Dumourier, which the author would not 
pubU{h without his majefty*s coi^ent. In 
the ma:^n of my letter, the king wtote the 
following words : 

*' Prevent any thix^ from being- pub.< 
lifhed againft Dumourier, who conduit 
himfelf well at this moment; .and luu( 
helped to free me from three minifters, who; 
elDdeavqured to force me to i^n^on ^e 
two decrees." 

I hid had a very extraordinary cpnver- 
fation, two days, before, wjth a.^oHCU 
nobleman, marecbal de camp in the French 
fervice, an intimate friend of Dunjouner, 
and at that time employed in the northern 
iumy; ids name was Miaczeniki. That 
man^ with whom I was till then wholly 
pnacquainted, fent a certain perfon, to re-^ 
queft a meeting with me betwixt elprea 
j^ twelrc p'clpck at mgttf, as he wiihed 
to 
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to talk upon futge&s of the utmoft im- 
portance. 

It was near midnight when he entered my 
faooTe : he began by apologizing for having 
kept me wuting ; but faid, that bung po- 
fitively infonned that my houfe was 
Wished, he had walked three quarters of 
an hour in the ftreet, and did not ftop at 
my door until he was certain of not being 
obferred. He then afked, with an air a£ 
inquietude, if my clofet did not communi- 
cate with any other apartment from which 
' our converTation might be heard ; and, 
' after I bad made him eafy on that point, 
he laUd open the important fecret. I heard 
every thing he had to fay without inter- 
ruption, becaufe I remarked a certwi ex- 
preffioa of low cunning in his counte- 
nance, which prejudiced me agunft him, 
and put me on my guard I fufpeded 
this man to be a fpy of Dumouricr's, or an 
agent of the committee des recberchet. 
He began by talking to me of his birth 
and fortune; of the motives which at- 
tached ■ 
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tached him to the French fervice, and of a 
Teiy ferious cohteft he had had with M. 
de Vergennes, of which he had publifhed 
a long and circuraftantial account. He 
laid that publication on my table, after 
having read fome paflTages of it to sAe, ia 
order to convince me that he was nether 
an advenmrer, nor a perTon to be at aS 
fuipe&ed. 

*' I have the honour of being related to 
the queen," added he, ** to which I owe 
Toj advancement in the fervice. AffureStf 
th^ majefiies have not a more £dthful or 
zealous' fervant than myfelf : it was onlj 
with a view of being ufefiil to them that I 
remained in France, that I have fought to 
be employed in the army, deceived that 
knave Dumourier, have paffed on him for 
his friend, and obtained his whole confi- 
dence; for there was no other means (£ 
watching him narrowfy. He is more din- 
gerous than can l^e Imagined by perfons 
unacquainted with bis ambidon and want of 
principle. Ev&cy morning I fpend an hour 
or two tete-i-fele with him : he is extremely- 
talkative ; 
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talkative { he conceala nodiing £com me | 
and, if you have any curiofity, I can give 
you a regular accomit of bia plans, his pro* 
jeds, aM all hb fecreft." 

•* I know not any purpofc that would 
anfwer, Gr," {aid 1 1 " and, as it is^ what I 
haye no concern in, I have not the leaft 
curiofity to know : but are not you goii^ 
ibon to join the army ?" 

* Yes, fir; and that is the fubJeA on 
which I wilbed to talk with you ; becauie 
it is an occafion in which I can render the 
king 4n important ferrice. I am to com- 
mand the van-guard ; and, as I know the 
fcountry better than any of the genefid of-* 
ficers, they place great confidence in me* 
I am certain they will not hefitate to make 
the army take whatever pofition I fhall 
point out. There is one pofition which 
feems very fafe and advantageous ; in 
which, neverthelefs, by infotniing the gene-* 
ral of the enemy, I may be attacked in fuch 
a manner, that the van-guard muft be cut. 
in pieces ; the confequences of Which,- yod 
Vill readily believe, will be, that the Whole 
army 
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army muft, of neceffitf, beeltfaer ktlkd oa 
the fpovofniade prifonerj.'* 

*' You will arrange mattecit I hppe," 
iaid I, " id iucfa a manner, that you your- 
ielf wili be in the latter fffcdidamenu" 

" XJnqueftionirt^, fir!" anfwered he. 

" Have you no kind of doubt of th« 
complete fucqefs of this complicated open* 
ation ?" 

" Not the leaft," anfwered he^ " and ' 
yoii can .hav^-no doubt of the confufion 
jvhich fo unexpe&ed a* defeat muft iria}te 
at Paris. It would at once produce the 
ruin, perhaps the maflacre, of all' tht Jaco- 
hitiSy and of the natipfial afTembly^ Aid 
create fuch a detdftation of the new coMli^ 
tution as will foon bring back to the t?nff 
hi&ancient authority. There is bat one 
fmall difficulty,'* Continued he ; ** you 
know that all difcipline and fubordination 
is deftroyed in the army ; there is no. 
means -bf fecuring the obedience of the 
foldiere, but by.guning their affedtions by- 
regaling them with brimdy and wine. 
This 
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Thtt method I tUd not lu^ea as long as t 
had t^e means ; but now my money is 
CEhaufted, and I cannot continue it, fb as 
to zetain the confidence of the foldiery, to 
tibat d^;rec that is requiTite for fo deciTive 
a meafure, without the fum of about 
soo,ooo lines, which I am perfuaded the 
^g will Teadily advance, provided you 
will lay my plan before him, and fupport it 
!^ your credit." 

•* I (hould be very forry, fir," iaid t, 
** to propofe fuch a fchemc to his majcfty, 
as I fcnow it would be the means of Ipfing 
hu confidence fot* ever. How is it pofil- 
Me, that, blowing the Ung^s chaiader, 
you could imag^ that fuch a fnrojed 
could be i^reeable to tum! »nd I am no 
left aftoniihed at your chooHng me, who 
have not the honour of bung acquainted 
with you, for your confident cm fuch aa 
occafion." 

** I addrefied myfelf to yon, fir, as being, 
of all the former mimfters, the moft fio- 
cerely attached to the king, and the moft 
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capable of appreciating the fervtce I wi£h 
to render him ; the importance of which, 
perhaps, upon mature confideration, you' 
will come to be more fenfible of." 

"It requires no confideration at all," an- 
fwered I. " Reflection could only ferve 
to confirm me In my opinion. I am in- 
clined to believe in the fmcerity of your 
profeffions of attachment to the king ; you 
may therefore rely on my prudence. I 
fhall endeavour to forget the projeft which 
you have revealed to me ; I advife you to 
do the fame, and, above all, never to men- 
tion it to another perfon on earth." 

The next day I acquainted his majefty 
with this converfatipn. He approved of 
the manner in which I had received Miac- 
jenfki's propofal ; and added, that he 
knew him to be a worthlefs fellow^ and 
was convinced that his fole objed was to 
obtain money. 

I ihould never have done, were I to re- 
late all the fingular vifits which my known 
attachment to the king at this time pro- 
cured me. I was aware, that under colour 
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of zeal for his majeftj^, many propofals 
were made to me for the purpofe of diU 
covering if I ftill interfered - in his affairs, 
what ray intentions were, and if 1 had the 
difpolal of any part of the civil lift. Fortu- 
nately I had acquired the habit of Iregarding 
every propofal as a fhare, and' I adopted 
only fuch as I thought adVantageou's for his 
majefty; and even thefe with ftich precau- 
tions, that whatever might happen, I'ri&ed 
nothing. Of this I fliall only give one in- 
ftance. The chevalier de Langle, a gehtle- 
, man of Brittany, whofe family I had known 
while in that province, one day prefented 
himfelf before me in a ftate of the utmoft 
wretchednefs. He had juft got out of the ' 
prifon de la Ford, where he had been fix 
months confined, through the miftake, as 
he faid, oi i\ic police corre&ionelle. However 
he did not by any means make that clearly 
out, in the account he gave me of the 
affair. He had to fpeak to me, he faid, 
oh a fubjeQ of the utmoft irnportance, but 
firft begged that I would order him fonie-r 
thing to cat, as he was ready to die' of 
hunger. 
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•hunger. He afterwards talked to me of 
-his literary taleatsj an^r -^ ^ fpeclmen, he 
ofiered me a copy of his travels through 
.Spaip. Henext read to me the two firfl 
pa^es of a journal which he intended pub-, 
iilhing, Intitled, Poflillon tie la Guerfe. It 
was tolerably well written, and in favour 
of conftitutional royalty. I did not hefi- 
tate to advance him three hundred tivr^s 
which he required for the expence of tbe 
£rft impreflion. 

He informed me, that while he wa6 in 
fHifon he had feen feveial thoufand faUe 
a^gnats fabricated by the prifouers, who 
: fold them, at a very low price, to perfons. 
- who came to fee them; that the commiT- 
faries of the municipality, who vifited the 
prifoas once a week, always ieized on all the 
afiignats they could difcover, but that th^y 
never made die leaft fearch* aftefr the ioftru- 
. meats ufed in making them. 

Convinced, as I was, that forged al%- 
Dats were the principal refource of the Ja- 
cobins for the immenfe expence which their 
fchemes required, I faid to the chevalier, 
T 2 that 
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that it would bie an ad of patriotifm, greatly 
for his iDtereft, to publ'ilh the account he 
had juft given me, in the form of a petitiod, 
addrefTed to the national aHembly ; and 
that he might claim the reward promifed 
to every one who denounced falfe affignats. 
The inftances mentioned, of confiderable 
gratifications granted on fuch occafions, at 
once determined him to YoHow my advice ; 
and he gave in his petition next day : but . 
the committee to which it was referred 
bang, without doubt, apprehenfive of its 
producing the effeil I hoped for, would not 
report it, and prevented the chevalier from 
obtMning permlffion to fpeak during a 
fortnight that he daily prefented himfelf at 
the bar of the affembly. I advifed him to 
publifti the petition, addrefled to th? mem- 
bers of the affembly, under the title of a 
plot agcunft the nation. He was the more 
inclined to follow this advice, as I enforced 
it by an affignat of two hundred livres, 
given in advance for the expence of the 
impreflion. He promifed to repay me 
boths funis out of the reward he had a 
J . right 

.Dpir^cihyGoo^le 



PRIVATE MEMOIRS. 277 

right to expe£t from the aflembly. Whether 
lie ever received any I know not. What I 
do know is, that he never repaid me. 
There afluredly. never exifted a more inde- 
Tatig^ble walker than this chevalier. Every 
morning, asfoon as Hs paper was drawn 
up, he went over the town, the fuburbs, 
through all the public walks, into the clubs 
and cofiee-houfes, and was the firft to giv? 
me an account of every interefting occur- 
Tcnce J and on comparing hi« reports with 
thofe I received from my other agents, I 
ufually found them exai^. 

One day, in converfing with me on the 
troubles of. St. Domingo, he entered into 
detailp, of which I fhould never. have con- , 
ceived him to have any knowledge. On 
my exprefling fome furpriCe, he told me,, 
that nobody had 9 better pppprturiity than 
himfelf of being informed of every clrcum- 
ftance relating to that colony, as he was 
intimately acquainted with th^ miftrefs of 
the mulatto Raimond, who was agent of the 
mulattos of St. Domingo j that this man 
T 3 had 
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had the greatcll confidence in her, and al-< 
lowed her to read all his papers ; that 
of courfe (he knew every particular of his 
corrcfpondence with Domingo, ^all which 
fhe 4^'^gcd to de Langle, being diflatls^ 
iaed with Raimond for not paying her fo 
liberally as flie expe^ed. 

This ihtelligence was the more intcreft-p 
ing, as the troubles of the colonies had 
been excited, and were at this time 
kept up by the manoeuvres of a party 
known by the name of ies amis des nolrsy at 
the head of which were BriiTot and Coa-r 
dorcet. It wasalfo known that a confider^ 
able contribution had been raifed from the . 
richcft mulattos of St. Domingo, and fent 
to Paris : but the precife manner in which 
this money had been employed had never 
been afcertained ; and I hoped that this 
correlpondcnce would thrOw light upon 
the fubjeft, and furni& powerful arms 
againft the king's moft dangerous enemies. 
That conlJderation alone was fufficient to 
make me ardently defire, at any rate, to 
get- 
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get pofleflioa of papers b£ fuch import- 
ance: but before I exprefled this dellre to 
the thevA^cir de L&ngle, I wifli^d to be more 
clearly ioCbnn^ of the particulars of the 
correfpotldeacQ ; and I comiAiflioned him to 
ufe all his addreis to engage Raimond*B 
miftrefs to exantine anew i^^(c papers the 
firft etinypnient opportunity, and to read 
thofe of the oyeft date yritb, fuch attention 
as would enable her to repeat the heads of 
what they contained. 

: This commiffion was fulfilled in a few 
days, with all the intelligence I could de-^ 
fire. The chevalier read me a npte of thr 
woman's dilating, by which it appeared, 
that the firft parcel contained minutes of inr 
ftrudions and plans fent to St. Domingo in 
the year 1790 and- 1791, for the purpofe 
of exciting, conduding, and fupportjng 
the infurredion of the negroesr'and alfo 
copies of printed pamphlets and hand-bills, 
which were to be diftributed in the 
colonyi 

T 4 Thft 
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The fecond parcel contained the draught 
of a plan, and the regifter of a contribution 
to be raifed upon the mulattos of St. Do- 
mingo, the fom total of which amounted to 
above feven millions of Uvres. To thefe 
papers was joined a memorial rcfpcfting 
the manner in which the money was to be 
employed. Great part of it was to be fent 
to Paris, to r^ard the paft, and purchafe 
new feryices of feveral members of the aC- 
fcmbly and of the Jacobin clubs, to pay- 
lawyers, writers of pamphlets, and journal- 
Jfts, to defray the cxpence of printing pla- 
cards, &c. 

The third contained a great number of 
bri^nal letters, addreffed , to Ratmond by 
his correfpondents of St. Domingo, atid 
notes of his anfwers. One of the letters 
announced, that nearly a million had 
. been fent to Paris, " en attendant mieux" 
And it appeared, by one of his letters, that 
Briifot had been-entrufted with the fum of 
300,000 livres ; Condorcet with 150,000; 
the Abb^ Gregoire 80,000 j and Petion 
60,000 : 
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60,000 : but Robefpierre would accept of 
no money, cither for the purpofe of diflri- 
bution or gratification, although he Tenred 
the caufe with equal zeal. 
• The lady had not had time to. read 
more : but ■ this was fufficient to augment 
■ ,my eagernefs to have the correfpoadence 
in my own hands; and I afked the cfaevaf 
lier if it would -be poilible to procure , nac 
thefc papers for eight days, upon pretence 
thataperfon, who was writing a hiftpry of 
the troubles in St. Domingo, defired to fee 
ihem. He faid he was fure the lady would 
be prevailed upon, by my fending Jier the 
fum of a hundred lorns, which ihehad the 
moft preiTmg occalion for at that time. I 
wa$afrud that the giving fuch a fum would 
raife fufpicions in her mind detrimental to 
the fuccefs of the negociation j I therefore 
defired the chevalier . to Jet her know I 
would not ^/vf her fo much, but fince Ibe 
was in temporary difficulties, I would ven- 
ture to lead her a thoufand crowns, which 
fliould be put into her hand at the fame 
time that flie delivered up the papers to the 
perfon 
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pcrfon I-Aould^end to oitamiae ind Fecelvfi 
them. She cagCiiT; accepted my oSer, aa4 
fan: nte word, that- ihe hop«d the affaii^ 
would be concluded by the end of 0x9 
we^ I had.alfo promlfed a thoufaad li- 
vres to th« cfaevaliev de JLangle if he fuo* 
deeded in his oegociatioa ; and he had aW 
reidy roceiTed part of it Unluckily, be- 
few ^e lady could find an opportunity of 
fealrftig thfe papers out pf Raimond's clofet, 
he fet off for Auteui!, in the intention of 
paffing the fummer there. She flattered 
herfelf that flie fliould perfuade him to re- 
turn, and Mtc it in faer power to fulfil our 
agreement ; and the chevalier, to whom X 
had by this time paid up the whole fumt, 
tept me in the fame hopes : but the eata& 
trophe of the loth of Auguft preventei 
their being tver realized, ' 

It U iiApoflible to defcribe the' chagrin I 
felt at the unlucky iffue of a fehemle, the 
fueeefs of which mightr have ,b«eh> of &> 
much confequence to the king, in thie un^- 
happy iituatioa he t^on was. 

Two 
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Two days after the difmiffioh of Rolknd, 
Claviere, and Servan, Dumourier ptrceiveds 
that thelF friends attributed the difgmce o£ 
thcfe three minifters entirely to hioi ; th^. 
tills idfea alienated the majority of the af- 
fembly fFom him and from the Jacobins ;> 
he therefore determined: to facrifice every 
appeararlee of conTiftency, and all confider- 
a^on for the feelings «f bis fovereign, in 
order to regain his pc^ularity. He muft 
fiave been very fenfible that the Kng never 
^vould fan£lioa the decrees reipe£ling the 
camp and the priefle, particularly that 
which regarded the latrerj and although, 
fo far from combating his majefty's repug- 
nance, he had fiipported him in it, and inr 
ftigated the difmiffion of the three minifters 
tvho were for paiEng thofe decrees, he now 
had the bafenefs and effrontery to propofe 
ro his tnajefty either to fanflibn thefe Very 
decrees, or receive his refignation. He 
added,- that from the bad effedl which thd 
difmiffion of the minifters had produced, 
his fervices would be more prejudicial than 
jjfefiil, if thefe decrees were net paffed. It 
w,as 
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was in vain that his majefty rcmonftrated 
agaioft this unbecoming condu^. Du- 
mourier piriiAed, and his refignation was 
accepted. 

I TcceWed a letter from the king on this 
occafion, in which he fays, 

** Only conceive the ftrange inconfillency. 
of this man ; after having perfuaded me 
to difthirs thofe three miniilers, becaufe 
they infifted on my fan<^ioning the decrees, 
he now abandons me for perfifliog in the 
nieafure which be himfelf urged." 

This obfervatlon was certainly very juft : 
but it is ftill mpre inconceivable, that in 
Ipite erf the notoriety of the above fads, Du- 
m,ouTier has had the aHurance to advance, 
in his Memoirs, that at the time of the diC- 
jijiflion of the three minifters, the king had 
folemnly promifed to him to fandlion the 
decree j and that he had given in his re* 
fignation for n9 other reafon but becaufe 
the king (^hanged his mind two days after, 
and refuted to fulfil his promifc. 

It may feem extraordinary that" a man, 

who is fo unfaithful in relating what is 

, paft. 
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pall, fliould have come near to truth in 
indicating what was to come. Of this therC' 
is an inft'ance in a letter which he wrote to 
M. de Larofiere, dated 16th December 
1789. I copied the following exiraftfrom 
the original, and now give it as a, curiofity 
to the public : 

" Cherbourg, Dec. 1789. 



" Your fon-in-law told me of your ad- 
venture at Rennes. As J have always 
found you more of an ariftocrate than my- 
felf, but particularly in our laft converfa- 
tionwith M. de Montmorin, I was appre- 
henfive for your fafety in the prefent cir- 
curnftances, but am glad' to hear that jcki 
have fo happily. extricated yourfelf. 

*' Remain peaceably at j^our eftate tilt 
fpring ; then I fear you will have occafion 
to exert your military talents agalnft fo- 
reigners. Our liberty will be attacked by a 
coalition' of kings, and the courtiers will 
form a light fquadron, prancing backwards 
and forwards bet\Vcen the parlies. It i^ then 
that 



no,-7«jhyGt)t>*^le 



186 PRIVATE MEMOIRS. 

Aat men like us, d^oguifhedjfor xotudujl 
and talents, will become chiefs of the na^ 
tion, to d^end its freedom. The kii^ 
himfelf is with us, and will not abandon 
the good caufe. Every ftcp we take in 
fupport of liberty will be con&deied as 
legal. 

** My old friend, never lofe fig^t of this, 
left you be led aftray. The revolution is 
already accomplifiied, by means, perhaps, 
xeprehenfible, it we ftill adhere to the pre- 
judices which exifted two years ago : but 
now we are free, although, perhaps, at the 
cxpence of our repofe. Your children will 
be happier than you. Improfs that idea 
on their minds. Render them proud of 
their liberty. Render them capable of fup- 
porting your reputation uodcB more pro- 
pitious aufpices ; for we were fiayes, and 
enjoy, by anticipation, their approaching 
hap^inefs and glory. 

** Thefe, my friend, are the new fenti- 

ments to which we muft adhere. Should 

I find them to deaden in the breafts of my 

-countrymen, I ■sAoxiid be the firft to revive 

6 them. 
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them. This patriotic enthufiafm is far 
from extinguifliing in me the mild fenfa- 
tions which form my felicity. Friendfliip 
is the fentiment deorefl to my heart ; and 
under that revered title I falute you very 
cordially. My refpetf^s to madame Laro- 
fiere. AfTure your children that you have 
in me a Hncere friend. 

DUMOUSf£R/' 
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CHAP, xxvir, 

Ti^e real motive for, the two decrees. — j^Je- 
cfetary of Condorcet* s pays a vijitio M.de 
Lejfart in prifotty and informs him of the 
projeSfs agreed upon in tbefecret committee 
oftbeyacobtns, — M. de Lejfart -writes an 
account of this to me. — I fend his letter to 
the king. — Fetitionr againjl one of the de- 
crees. — fhe attempt of the 2 oth of June. — - 
FrocUtmation. — 'The good effeSi it produces. 
—Decree of the department fufpending 
Petion.'—Tbe king forced to pronounce on 
that decreCy and to confirm it. — The af- 
fembly repeals it. — the king's fatal fore- 
hodings.'^An interefing converfation ivitb 
bimapon the event of the aoth of ^une.— 
Plan which Ipropofedto his majejly. — His 
motives for not adopting it. 



•I- ceining the priefts, and for the camp of 

20,000 men, were i0ued in the hopes that 

the 
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Uie king wbuld refufe his ian^on, and that 
this refufal would naturally lead to an in- 
Airret^on. The Gifonde party flattered 
themfelTcs by this means to haften the exe- 
cution of their plan againft the kir^ aad. 
the monarchy. A remarkable, letter t re- 
ceived from M( de LefTart, fome days before 
thofe decrees were iJTued^ and which I had 
commimicated to the king, confirmed me 
In that opinion. It' was in fubflance as 
follows i 

*' That a person, who had been under 
great obligations to M. de Leflart before 
the revolution, and who was then fecretary 
to Condorcetj pailing through Orleans, bad 
gone to the prifon to vifit his benefador, 
and had a converlation of two hours with 
him ; that in the courfe of this t^tinveria- 
tion, M. de Leflart having queilioned him 
concerning the projeds of the Jacobins, the 
man, cither from motives of gratitude, oX 
&om the idea that he had nothing to fear 
from the indifcredon of a prifoner, whofe 
procels jwonld probably draw to a great 
length, imme^diately gave an account of all 
. vol.. II. U he 
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he knew, on pronufe of iecrecy. 'Hus'lecre;* 
ttaj told him, that the prefent objea of the? 
iecret committee of Jacobins was to form a 
plan of infurrcAion for attacking the Thuil- 
leries, of the fame Idnd ^with that of the 5th 
of Oftober 1 789, at Verfailles, with a view 
to pufti the king to abdicate the crown, or to 
tain fli^t ; that in either of thefe cafes 
fliey would name a council of regency, 
compofed of the principal chiefs of the Ja- 
cobins i that if the king ^fcaped this firft 
infurre^on, without cither abdicating or 
leaving -rfie kingdom, it was their determi- 
nation to find fome pretext for exciting a 
frefti infurreSion, with a view to terrify 
the national aflembly, and force them to 
pronounce his decbeance^ and afterwards to 
pronounce the prince royal king, with a 
council of regency ; all which was to pave ' 
theway to what was the great and ultimate 
«bje^ of the Gironde party, namely, to 
eftablifh a republic, which they thought die 
^na^on was not prepaid for at tbt prefent 
inom«i^, but were ia^ho^es that 'it would 
-gradually be brought to reftftitfeit form of 
6 - . ' govem- 
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gbvermAent, and at lad be brought to adopt 
k mthbot a ftn^le." 

I comnuinicated diU letter to the king'^ 
and burnt it as foon aa he returned it to me, 
according to M. de Leflart*8 exprefs defire. 
Hia majefty wfote-io me, in anfwer, ** that 
fuch might be the fcheme of the JacbMns : 
bnt all that he-coold do was to endeavour 
to crade their inachinations, by remaining 
faithful to the conftitudon *." 

The opinion manifefted In the capital, 
i^on the .diitniflion <^ the three mtnifters, 
fvras calculated to put an end to all in- 
quietude refpeding the refu^ of the 
iandion» A filence wa$ nmntained upon the 
decree againft the priefts, but two petitions 
were addrejTed to the king and the a^em- 
foly, for the revocation of that for the' camp 
joi 20)000 men. This decree had greatly 
alarmed the citizens, and was confidered by . 

* At diit tune the leaders of the Gironde puty had givat 
influence ntth the Jacobini : but they abandoned that Co* 
ciety, on Account of it» Tiolence, foon after. At the loth of 
Auguft 1791, they intended the execution of this phn only, 
but they were forced into a reptibUc, long before the time 
^vrhen they judged it, would be espedlwt, by Danton^ Robes- 
pierre, GtOot d'HeH)oi>, See. 

V a the 
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ihe natioOal guards ai ad infult bn tims- 
fidelity: and courage. One of thefe peti- 
tions was figned by twenty thouJand, the; 
other by aght thouiand citizens, great 
part of whom were connected with the 
national guards. The Jacobins were fea- 
Abld how much this coalition might, in- 
jure them, if they allowed it to beccxme 
more formidable } they thorefore haftened 
to prevent its confequences, bj iminedit 
ately bnnging forward the plan alluded to 
in M. de Leflart's letter, which was put 
in execution by the famous infurredion 
of the 20th of June, in which the fcing^ 
owed lus life to his prefence of mind and 
cool courage, the queen to the dignity 
of her manners and appearance, and ma- 
dame Elizabeth to the general refped due 
to her chara£ler, and the admiration in* 
fyired by the heroic manner in which ihth 
cxpofed her own life to fave the^ieen*s*. 

* Whtn the mob filled the apartments of the ThuiHemt, 
on the aoth of June, fome wretches infulted madatne EIke?- 
beth, taking her foi' the queen. "Do not un deceive, them^" 
faid the generous princefa to her atlendaatt; j " iCwiU pre- 

»eht them from attickinglhc queen." -■ ' ,. ' • --. 

The 
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• "Hie crimes of that horrible day are fo 
weQ known, that it is unneceflary to repeat 
^tta here. Hardly had the populace gone 
but of the palace, «rhen thole, even of the 
loweft clafs, who had taken no part in the 
infuixedHon, broke ' oHt into ilivedives 
againftthe authors (^>Tt^ and admired the 
conduAi course, and' moderation of the 
ting and the royal family. A preclama- 
dan, extremely- well written, was next 
day publiihed. It was drawn up by M. 
Terrier de Mondel,. who had juft been 
named mintfter.of the home department, 
and ' it .produced a very good cSeGty not 
only la- Paris, but. in all the different de- 
partments, whoL&Dtiaddrefies to.the king}' 
afid' the aflemUy rdemaiuting that the au- 
thors of tthe inftirre^KHi might be punilhed 
with the utmoft fi^erity. It was in the 
Jacobin club they were to be found. The 
information received by the department of 
Paris left no doubt on that point. It evi- 
dently j^ppeared that Petion the may«r, and 
Manuel /r«fi/mr^<r^/0 commune, hoxh Ja- 
Cflbios, nigj^t t^lly have pr^veyted or dif- 
U 3 fipated 
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JjpatcdthU idfurreaiMi:: but it ^as prefty 
umTCFfally beliercd diat diey had fJLT^und 
it; and the whcde of their copduft.wafe 
judged io repTehenfibl9i that ia iplte o£ 
their great popularity the d^artiftent fu&- 
pendcd them &om their fw^tionsb^ .Thiar 
decifioa piiodi|o«d ^-gtpat offetSi in.the-csn 
l^al. The majoaidy of . oitszens i^nkmd 
of it; theyoyalUtet&OUght'it to4t made^' 
^te i the Jacobins ; were cfirag«]^ ao4 
breathdd. vengenice^ AtcordiDig vai_ die 
oonfBtiitioD, Ae^dbac^oS Hbct depattwexA 
COtddW be eiEttciatad'' until they.wcifexoiu 
finned by the Idng; and afierwardsi they 
w^re to be fulunitted ttithe le^IUtivcbody; 
who had authority .ja>'^:txpts^ or - confiRq 
.. them, YfdiateTcri^dbein the lidng'sdid* 
fioo. This decree, ^ipending the mayor, 
was of £ouTre prefooced to the- king, w&fl 
refufed to take any co^uzanc« of it, ^fvii^ 
fearhis motive, that a» it regarded Him^i^ 
perfcmally^ he, a& vrtW as his council; 
toightbe fufpeacdof partiaiay,'and thire=- 
fere hefchdfe t© -refer ^he decree '*b the 
prefident ef the fiffiitobly-l ^ab ihe-£tm<B 
]. ' time 
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time informing iiim o£ his reaibiu for not 
prooouadng upon it, and declaring that jhe. 
relied witt^ confidence on . the tviidoa} <^ 
the aiTemblf . • The Jacobiqs, too artfid ta 
let flip fuch an opportunity of raortifying 
tlie kin£» and bang now lypre indifierent 
vnth regard to die g^qeifal Midigiiatioix 
which, they had in ^ g^eat' m^eafuie ap^ 
peafed* prevailed on. the aj^fembly to dpr 
cla^e that Urn condud of his majefty was ■ 
W3L609^tmioa^, becaufe tbfi conftitutkui 
had^not pointed out any one ca& in which 
the decrees of the ■departmcnfff fhbuld 
not be dsa^d upon bythekin^ befiuc 
Umy fbot^. be Tubmided to ilie na^pal 
BSetablyi. The debtee, therefore^ was ear- 
ned to: the king, -who beift^ thus forced 
to decide, ioune^cely coBfirmad h:. but 
two days after, this judgment was annulled 
by the ^Sefibly, who rep^i^ed the'decre^ 
(^the^^avctn^ic, reinltated-Petloam his 
office, and thii« re-eftabliflied with triumph 
the power of the Jacobins, to the great 
fcanda! of many who, though 'indignant, 
remained paiGve for want of leatJen* 

U4 Tiw 
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- The fituation of the king and queen be- 
came daily CDore difficult and perilous : 
&e execution of the plan mentioned in "M, 
de Lefiart*s letter, -was now purfued with 
equal fUceefs and adivity. 

The Idftg coi|id no longer hope to fecure 
his lafety \iy aean&.of foree ; for, befides 
diat he was by chafa^^r avetf^ to fuch 
meafure^ he was deprived ef every r^ouf ce 
ef that nature by the dilbanding of his 
^oatds, the umon of the Swifs to the troops 
of the line, and by the emigration c^ the 
Bobility. AJl that now remained for hin^ 
was to J^y ^con the capital ; biit the coi>« 
fequences, ever to be deplored, of the jour-- 
ney to V^ennes, and the many morij^ca-. 
tioos whi^ attended that events conneaed 
every ent^prife (rf that mnd.with re6ec-r 
tioQS fo bitter, th^ oothing could haye isw 
duced him to lifteo to any pUo of eiitape) 
but the m^sft, pofitive aflaraaoee th^t the - 
Tives of his fainily were in danger, andtJiat 
flight ^one could fecure them from the 
|)0hiard8 of aflaflins. I fay, the lives of 
his faauly, not his own ; for ever fince th^ 
5 day 
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day on which he was ftopped at Vaiennes, 
the unhappy prince had been de^ly itn- 
prefled with the idea, that' he would be ai^ 
laflinated ; that all attempts to elude his 
defiiny, would have, no eficA, but that of 
VKreaTmg the dangra of his family and 
fiiends. Under this: melancholy iinjuvf^ 
fiioui he. waited fordesuh with a refigaaticm 
ib calmly herpic, tb^ it might. have been 
mtftaken for indifference about life. 

He frequeritly read the hiftney <tf. Cbariei 
the Fixfk (^ England : HM chief a^endoa 
■vras to endeavour in. cVei^.A^ to ayoi4 
whatever nii^t ferre tea pretext for bring- 
ii^ him to a legal triaL: 

The faciifice -of his li&',feemed tp oc^t 
him nothing. The fatoouT df the r^f^ioa 
was the fole «bjeA of his thou|^t. The 
Idea of being publicly miirderid, in the 
name of the people, ihocked biin greatly. 
He wifhed rather (o die by the hands c^ an 
aOaflin, that his muzder. might he confidoed 
as the Clime of a few individtials, and not 
a national aO:. 

In 
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that tih miad- iiwsi -daeply kapreOief) with. 

die mofli dieadfiil forobodingi. 

- iTo nrf congrtfidatioiu on hw bann^ 

£bap«d tkc- du^en e£ tiw pxecedtng da^v 

kis majefty anftr^ed : 

1 ' ** lifijr tftwaifin«f» «as«ntlrely en aecounc 

«f ih^' qciem and mjr fifter ; for myfftf:]! 

had no &diicitiide." 

*^ Bat it fecial td me" fiddlj *^tba it 
Vfm (Ai^Y agdHA :yam mij^ty that die 

;.* I JoKWcitTarjfweH," aofwcfed fa&i 
** I faw that their iateatn}n was to ailaffinatB 
me; 'ahi I canV ccmccive yrhy they, ^did . 
hat ^ it; -but 't'&kU not -efcape thsiti 
another day {lb that I am, not the mant 
fortunate. It.-is much.the lame whether' I 
am mdrderftd two months fooner of lata;. 

' ** My God '.'* cried I, ** does yoiir maj. 
jefly then realiy believe diat you will bo 
alTaffiflfited:?"- :■" / : 

" I am convinced of it," replied. hJe^ "i 
have long expeQ?d it ; ahd I have made 
lip 
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vtp ray mind, to it. Bo you. lihuA. I fear 
death?" 

" No, certataly ; but T m(k to fee yow 
majefty Ids convinced tharyon aire iKar it, 
and more cU^ofed voi ad(^t: the vigorous 
meafuT^ from wMch alone you can expert 
fafety ," ■ ' 

" Thare maybeapoGGWIityofmyelcap- 
ing; toit ftiU there are muiy chances' 
a^^ft it ; and I am not lucky. I might 
nfti another attempt if I were alone. Oh f 
U my wife and children were not vniH 
me, it would foon appear that I am not fo 
weak as is ima^ned ;- hut what would be^ 
come of dbera if the meafiure&you alhide to 
fltouldfail^* 

** But if your m^dty fliould be aj&ffl- 
nated, do you think that your family would 
be in greater' fefety ?" 

" Yes, I think they would. Ihope fo, 
at koft ;- and, if it fliould happen btherwife, 
I could not be reproached with bang the 
(aufe. ^t what do you think I can dd V* 

"I think," anfwered i, ** that ybiir ma- 
jefty coidd now get out ©f V«n» with lefii 
difficulty 
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difficulty tfaaa- crer ; becau^ the events of 
yefterday have made it too clear, that your ■ 
life 18 not in iafety in the capital." , 

•* :0h ! I will -not attempt to efcape a fe^ 
cond tirtie ; I fuffcred too much on the laft 
occafion," 

** I am of your majefty's opinion," re- 
plied I, *'that you ought not to think tjf 
«ic»ping fecretJy at prefent; but the ge-' 
nerat indignation which is raifed.by the 
events of yefterday, offer, iq my mind;. 
4. very favourable, ppp^rtupjty iqr .yput; 
leaving Paris openly, and without oppQ^* 
j^nj not. only W;^5h. the cpnfeflt <>f; the 
great majority of the jciti^ens, but eyen 
with their approbation. I beg. that your 
ipftjefty will ^ye.me leave to take this 
fieafufe into conftderation, and afterwards 
(O fubmit my ideas to you refpe^ng thc 
mode of qxe(;uting it." 

" You may do fo; but you mil find it 
more difficult tjian you ima^ne." ' 

One of the incidents of the 2odl of June, 

yrhich had given moft vexation to the 

king's fiic^d^i was, Uiat the red c<^ had ro- 

^ mained 
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nmned da his head for nearly three hours* 
I took the Uberty to beg o( his majefty to 
explam a cli'cuinftance feemlngly fo incon* 
fiftent with the cool intrqjidity remarkaUe 
in hj& condiift on that day. His anfwer 
vras as follows : . 

" When the cry of vive la nation was 
redoubled with Tehemence, and evidently 
addrefled to me, I loudly faid, that the na- 
tion had not a better 6iead than myfel£ 
Upon which a fellow, of a fai^;uinary 
afped, with a pike in his hand, and e^^<- 
dently drunk, forced his way clofe to me 
through the crowd, and faid rudely enough, 
* If you are telling the truth, prove it by 
putting on tbe bonnet rouge.* 

*' I confent," anfwered I, '* and dire^ly 
the fellow, ^rith one o£ his companions, 
advanced, and placed the cap on the top of 
my hair ; for it was too fmall for my head. 
I imagined, I don*t know why, that their 
intention was merely to place the cap, and' 
to withdraw it direftly ; I thought no 
more about it ; indeed, I was too much 
6ngro0ed by the fcenes around me, to xhipk 
of 
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^ iktCMpi and, after T had retn^Kd to 
my own apartment, irtien one of my at* 
tendailts mentionol it, I was aitontihed 
to find it on my head ; indeed, I am con- 
vinced I might have taken it off in the 
hall without any danger ; but, I am a^fo 
convinced, that if I had (^poied its bdng 
placed on my head, the man in liquor 
would have plunged his pike into my 
bowds." 

M. le Marechal de Moucfay, and M. 
■d'Hervilly, who were prefent, and faw aU 
ihat pafled, hare both related the iame cir- 
rumftanccs in the iame manner ; from 
iwhich it ap|«ars, that if the king coulS 
not prevent the infidt of (Uie red cap bdng 
placed on his bead, he canned be accufed ' 
.<^ allowing it to remain there £b long as it 
dd through fear of taking it o£ 

On ^e 23d of Jime I fent bis majefly a. 
-plan, of which I have preierved the fubfe- 
^quent note : 

, " Article Firft. Tore-eftabliflithecenfti- 

tutionalguftrd, and mfonn the aflcmbly oBt 

Jqr A letter to the prcfidcnt, in which flie kmg 

fhould. 
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&oiUd, ^ ^ £iate' 'time, ^ve notk^ t^iat 
it was hisiataitioiito eijcchnte all the officeis 
and foldiets ^^ft whom any ferLQiis ;ac-^ 
cufation has been piioTed, defittng tho a& 
ktablj to fend him a Jill of their names. 

"Second. To give orders, that itlie three 
thou&nd Swifs, wMch were at Oourbe- 
▼eye, fhaU fet 00* ia d^^adiinetus, ccmnft- 
ing of five hundred men, and He placed ia 
the principal viSagec upon the road to 
FentambleaD, to attend the Jdng's pajSagc. 

" Third. As -foon as^ the guard is te* 
eftaUiihed^ :-whichdGan he done m his than 
three dajs^as .the o£&cer3 and foldierd aie 
aH at Pans, -a ItfCter. ihrnild' be wrhcen to. 
the nation^ a^Tembly, .importing, Utat' th« 
Idng^s he^th, aad'i^^«fi}ie royals i^taSy^ 
vequii|ng tthe ^oujMry air, iiis-nuj^llty i»i 
tended to piafs^^^few'^yt at Fontalbbiejui | 
and r^atheioquhl'tidGe'necefiiH^itieafures 
£w ^reventiag t&isJiiucnieyfrem-Qbftiu^ 
ing :tha .fviblhc'hvCiwBEt. That -a bnento 
the fame effedt fliould be writtea fo -t^ 
xnunioipalkjr^ andibodi i6cAt at.!the..fflo- 
ABDt nthen .thetr iin9ydftic& vibre^faeppkg 
into 
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soto the carria^; fo that their inteatiotl 
might not be known till they had paOed the. 
bairierSk No peribn Oiould be in their 
confidence before the iniUnt in which thejr 
iet off: that they Ihould go in the fame 
carriage in which they ufually take their 
uringt and every preparation avoided 
which could poiHbly raife fiifpicion of a 
projeA to efcape. 

** Fourth. There (hould be only one at* 
riage, and the fame numb«' of guard* 
which ufually act^om^acy the royal faouly : 
that orders ihould be given for three hun- 
dred guards on horfeback, to meet the 
king, two miles from, Paris, on the road to 
Fontuableau, in order to overawe all who 
Jhoiild fhew any di^fition to hinder his 
majefty from continuing his journey : the 
feft of. tlie conftitutional guards ihould be 
diftributed at the: various pofls where the 
^tachments of the Swifs guards had, a&> 
c(»rding to the fecond article, been previ- 
oufly placed. 

" Fifth. That an hour after the de- 
parture of the royal family, M. de la Foxt^ 
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OF ;aay otb»rrp«rf^' mJ^iS^^r)islq^3 «tl»6i< 

to'fet ou|:/epai^W7i'^4'^f9Jivenieii^teft 
tervals, left too greftl;t»,^pmber(rf<^ii*ftM 
appearing- .at the, l^i^ time: flMwJtJ.sjq^te 
the attention and inquietude S^tb^pe«0K*" 
The king wrote, in .anft^iy-pijr.ttie- mar- 
gin, pf my plitj :. ■■■.•I :*" " 
.; " A ^epartur^ fp pc&aplt^^ withijiw 
pwparations, aiid brflrte aafprmmg ithq'a^ 
ieaii>ly, has too xouch-tbe appefficance'-of 
a fi%h(; ' If I ihauld not fet-offitill Hit 
AJf^hlrly have rcceined my tetteiv'and do- 
liJb^^j:at£d^;Upon ity.they would {feletb thd 
«cder of t^e day ; and, in that Itaevf^^aa. 
infurreftion would be raifed tip ft(}p:flie. 
BeTideis it wilt be almdl: impofQUfe -to Exe- 
cute yout plan without taking feventl'per- 
fonB into our confidence. The rie-efiabHAt- 
jnent of my guard would alfo, in aH ap- , 
pearance, meet with' great oppofi^on.'* . ' 
Upwithefe obfervtitions, I fubmitted to 
the king another plan, or rather the form 
of another letter to , the affembly i by which 
. VOL. II. s he 
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hrilhould pl^frt^em between tbi; alteftia- 
tives of Bj^rbving of his departure hf a 
dtififec, or of rendoring' tl^mfijhred refpon-' 
libl&for every attempt which migjit be 
fSAAt-agfikk^ his perfon. ' ' . 

Thi^ Aiw l^ter was coacelved in ^k 
foHowiqg^ terms : ■ - 

« iW. Piiefidcnt,^ 

** The heahh of my family, as well as 
my own, reqiiirc that we leave Paris. I 
propofe going' to Fonuunbleau, and {ball 
taketlie aeceffary meafures to prevent 
the Jcnimey ^om retarding public bufi-^ 
nefs. Nevothelefe, if the allembly is of 
Dpiniod that: I ought not, in the prefent 
emdrgeticy; to go far from Paris, I can de- 
fa-, my d^^iture for a few days. 

** I beg you will tranfmit to' me the opi- 
nion c^ the affembly on this fubjeft. I de- 
Jjae alfp, that you may inform them, that I 
am pccupi^d with the new formation of 
my 'cooftitutional guard* 
. *M tdefire that the a0embly may fend me 
the names of the officers or foldiers againft 
whom there exills any ferious accusation, 
fop- 
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fi^^MMted by fAioofj that they, may be. left 
out of tfaeiiewfeftabUfhtiieat.'* ■ 

At the iiane time that XkH thi^. Qfiw 
plan, I remarked to :h^.in^e(ty, that the: 
aflembly couU not.avoid deUherating:upoa. 
his letter ;^d, tt^ti£th£yap|»^^fidbfbSs 
saaje(l;y*s departure, he had, no obitacldto 
Apprehend,; but if, on Ae ■ contrary, they 
fhould declare that his prefence was hecd^ 
l^iry at Paris, they could not difpenfe with. 
ufing. every, poffible precaution for the fe- 
<;urily of hU perfen, that they might not 
^ve juft gprouiid.fQr being accufed of har- 
i»g detained the king for no jother reafoA 
^han in order to have him aflallinated. 

The king rejeded/this fecond plan, by 
the following marginal note : 

*' It is undoubtedly neceflary to prpvide 
for our fafety ; but even that muft be done 
with dignity. I find none in the new plan 
you propofe *." 

* " II faut lans doute s'occuper de la furete ; mais fans 
oubUcr la dignity ; et je n'en trouve pas dana le nouVcau parti i 
(jue TOO8 propofez." 

X 2 . This 
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This floTwa* Wal in a %Je diat I lieriv 
Should have eApeded iBrom the king: I 
fafpe^xd iti beiAg diOafted by the queen ; 
and ^mu con&irAied in ray opinio A next 
day on recuvlng a letter from her^ con- 
deived in neaity the laiAe termss. 

That unfortunate ffrintt^ altbougti 
ovphvbciaitd vnth nusfoitanes, allowed 
herielf to be deluded "by the b<^s, that 
die king's afiaii^ wohM, of themfelres, 
take a {avourable torn t the entertained that 
idea to the laft. To this fec^irity, «r fat^ 
want of foreiigfaE, we -fiuift -aHsibute Ivsr 
repugnance to the only mea^ures^ tbaX now 
remained to fave the Itihg and liell^llf frcNSf^ 
die impending dahger* 
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CHAP. XXVIIL 

fUpriff^afi^ns made /» the i'tUg upcm the lu- 
cejjity 9/ ad(^ing a flan, and adhering to 
if. — The king (proves of the propofal of 
concerting with M. Montmorin and A^. 
Maiouetj r^e^itfg bis fitucUinn.^ffts ma- 
jefiys fentiments of jW. Midoife/.-r-Pian 
forgmmr^ ihe triiuHei of the 'qffmiiy,-—- 
Reje&ed by tbeking^ but executed niiUb^nt 
his inovoU^e.—H£ difcovers tbity and or- 
ders its fi^enfion^-^General plan of con- 
duS propofed to bis majtfij.—M. de la 
JFayette. 

Y WAS far from thinking that the faint rc- 
■*• mains ofroyal dignity could be wound- 
ed by the plan I propofed to the king, and 
I attributed his anfwer.lefs to any idea of his 
own of that nature, than to the ufyal inde- 
qition of his charader, and to the indu- 
jcacc of the ^e«H. To this may be addcfj, 
X3 ■ the 



no,-7«jh;Gt.)t>*^le 



310 JiftlVATE' MEMOIRS 
the iUufion ia which he was kept by thoTe 
around him, refpedling the attachment of 
the Parifians to his perfon, and the loyalty 
of the national guards, tofh Vhich were 
reprefented aa much greater than they wete 
in reality. Indeed I had long been aTferfe 
from expofing the dangers that fmrounded 
him to their full extent, from a fearof dif- 
eouraging him too much, I now thought 
it incumbent on me, however, to reprefent, 
in a letter, that his fituationhad become fo 
critical, that I durfl no loniger take oh me 
to advife him, without the ailiftance of 
other' counfellors, in whofe prudence and 
attachment he placed confitfence; that it 
appeared abfolutcly neceflary that fom« 
plan of conduit fhould be formed, adapted 
to the prefent circumftances, and ftriiily" 
adhered to, which would prevent his being 
left to the mercy of events, without the 
power of refiftance, or any preparation to' 
meet them ; that if his majefty had already 
adopted any plan, and would condefcend' 
to communicate it to me, I would lay it be- 
fore M, Montnibrin and M. Malouet ; thit 
after 
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aftsr deliberating on it with them, . I wovld. 
tianfmit t&e refutt to his majefty, wbanraald 
rejed or adopt it as his wifdbm dire^ed. I 
informed the kin£, at the fame time, dlat 
Buob, the juftice of the peace, was clearly q£ 
o^anipn that.nothing was more urgenC than 
to fecure a majority in the galleries of the 
aflembly, by placing a fufiicient number of 
hired people to overbalance the emiflaries 
fent there by the Jacobins. 

The king wrote the following notcB iii 
the margin of my letter : 

I ft. "I feel the neceifity of a plan, al- 
though it appears to me impofltble to avoid 
deviating fometimes from any plan what- 
ever. Send me one." 

adly. " The fcheme of gaining the tri- 
bunes would be a good onC} if it wer? prac- 
ticable: but we mufl renounce it. , Di>* 
ring the firf); aflemt^yy the iame attempt 
coft the civil lift more than three, millions^ 
and the tribunes were conftaatly again.:^ me 
notwithftanding.*' 

jdly. " 1 approve of your tating the ad- 

"nce <^ Me£Si. Montmorin an4 Halouet,' 

X 4 refpe^ing 
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feSpeding your planr, and every other iiD- 
|iort>nt inatter ^od aiaf jud^ pt-o|>er to 
jlropbfe to me." 

The king efteeeaed M. Malouet, and 
rdVed on Ms attachment. He had filled 
widk honQur the places of intendant of the 
colonies and of the marine, and nfraS equally 
diftinguifhed in the afiemUy for his . undep* 
Sanding, courage, and probity. His opi- 
nions, though geaerally, Tdy juft, were 
ieldonl adopted, becatife be belonged to no 
party ; and of courfe all parties were ufu- 
ally againft him. The Cote Droit could not 
forgive him, becaufc he wiflied to have a 
reprefehtative government; while he en- 
raged the Cote Gauche by his unalterable 
zeM in fif|)porting royalty* 

I do not fay that at the firft ^od of the 
ttvolutioniVhen people'8m?n6sWtreheated 
by new fyfl^ins, thaiCM, MaloUet cdnftantly 
eppcfed " the ideas fo univerfal^J^'aBopt'ed ' in 
favour of liberty, a tiftw conftitution, ' and 
of a confiderable degree of 'ttfonnation ;'he 
bad perhaps too high a np^dil of the advan- 
tages oT giving France~a'h&V7 coiiftitutiony 
<•- ■ - \ and 
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4fid a greater degree of freedom. Perhaps. 
te impotedto the goremment certala.adK 
c£ Berpotiim, which entirely proceeded 
Smm the imperious character of certain mi- 
B^toB. He may, in comraoa with th& 
bell men, have fallen into mii^ns : but it 
muil be acknowledged that his intentions 
vrere always pure j and that he was the 
firft to forefee and announce the horrible 
confeqilences to be dreaded from the revo- 
hsddti } that hone defended, with more in- 
trepidity, the rights and prevog^ives <^ 
(he lang, to whom he gave proofs of zeal 
atld attaehmcht to the very laft. In fhort, 
he is the onty one who, after the confti- 
fttti^ was accepted, had the courage to 
afcend the tribune, and make a formal prOf 
teft againft it. 

"M. de la Porte, to whom I communicated- 
the fcheme <tf gaining the tribunes, afiut'ed' 
ffie that the ^ng*8 ftateniem was pretty eii^ 
a^^; for that in^h« Ipace of e^ht eft* ,mfte 
months more thsh a,3;oo,ooo livres iKid 
bten^lscpeDded &r that objei^ liut without 
siftAJtting k. In fed, (fee perfohs enfrufted 
6 with 
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with that bufinefs were fufpe&ed of hsvinf^. 
turned the.greateft part o£ tbe.nwaey to 
HxaT own profit ; and as it was- impc^blc' 
tO' guard againft impofidon inana&irof 
ikaX nature, the ^ng had determined to rC'^ 
nounce fuch fchemes altogether. 

Although, of: the two chief undertakers 
ibr gaining the tribunes^ one made a pur- 
chafe, at that time,.of.l^d to the value of 
1,200,000, and the other, of land to the va- 
lue of 700,000 'liVres, I. will not affirm that 
thofe purchafes wtrcr^made with the money- 
0;f the civil lift t but I do aflert, that it ia 
not in their power to clear themfelves of 
that fufpicion, but by acknowledging and 
proving that they were guilty of a degree rf 
negligence almoft as culpable. 

During my own adminiftration, I knew, 
by experience, that the applaufe of the tri- 
bunes could be fecured at no great ex- 
pence. It was on the day oa which i 
was to give my final anfwer, before thft 
a0embly, to the denunciations which had 
been made againft me. I had been i&« 
formed, two days before, that the lecreit 
5 com- 
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comnutteeqf/ Jacobins had: jigrced to rei- 
ibfpFce the number o£ their emifi^es in the 

tribunes, on, purpoie to hifs me. Thisiiir 
f(»rmadoa'.was communicated by ohe of the 
vainqueurs de la Bajlilk, as they were called. 
I had rendeted a great fervice.to this man be- 
fore the rerolution, and he was entirely de- 
Voted to me ever after. He had great infi Ur 
ence in the Fauxbourg St. Antoine, and en- 
■gaged to find, amongft the workmen of that 
quarter, two hundred robuft hardy fellourt 
who might be depended upon, and to bring 
them to the aHembly, on the day appoints- 
ed, before the doors were opened, that they 
might fecureplaces in the galleries. They 
■were dire^ed to hifs or applaud according 
to cenain fignals from their leaders. This 
manceuvre had all the fuccefs I could dcfire. 
Tht difcourfe I pronounced was frequently 
interrupted by the appl^fe of the tribimeS, 
which continued for a long time after I had 
done fpeaking. Hie Jacobins were coa- 
fbiinded, and could aot comprehend . the 
meaning of it. I was ftill in the aflembly 
with the other minifters, who had all paid 
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me the compliinent of accompanying me 
on that bccafion ; when the Abb£ Fauchet 
dcfired permiffion to Jpeak upon a matter 
whicli he declared was of great import- 
ance. ' 

" A letter has this inftant been deUvered 
to me," iaid he, " informing me, that a 
great portion of the citizens have been hired 
to applaud the miniiler of marine." 

But the abbe's eftablilhed rq)utation fot 
impudence and falfebood made his accula-> 
tion appear ridiculous, efpedally as it was 
not mmrual for the fpeeches which 1 made 
. in the aflembly to be applauded by the 
-people in the galleries ; for I had been al-> 
■ways careful to feafott th«n with certMn 
words and pbrafes which, without regard- 
ing their import, the pec^le never.failed td 
npplaud, when they were pronouncei with 
fufiicient emphafis. 

Hardly had the Abb^ Fauchet finifhed 
lu« fpeech, than it was ftifled by a general 
mtrmor of the aflembly, and the hilles <^ 
the tribunes, who had received a fignal fof 
ilhat puipofe, 

ThU 
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This viiiory over the Jacobins coft me 
nothing, becauf^ my champi<»i&, from at- 
tachment to their chief, would receire no^ 
thing from him but a glafs of brandy. 

I gave the king an account of thi^ la 
aafwer to his majefty's laft notes ; an4 . 1 
fent him a plan that Buob had remitted to 
me, for gaining the tribunes, by which- th^ 
expeace would oi^Iy have amounted t9 
Soo livres a day. It was as follows: 
.' To fill the two Hrfl; lows of the gall^e9 
with 262 perfons, whofe pay was to he 04 
follows: 

I ft. For a chief, who alone was in thf 
fecret, 50 Hvres a day. 

2dly. An under-«hi^, cHofen by the fiili, 
85 livres a day* 

3dly. Ten adjutants, at ip jlvres a day« 
fo b€ chofen by the chief, but having oq 
acquaintance with each other. Each of 
thefc were ordered to hire twenty-6ve men, 
3nd to bring them every day to the at 
:fembly. 

4thly. Two hundred and fifty men, at 
^Q (ok a day. 

The 
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■ The chief was to be placed in the middle 
of the front of one gallery, and the under- 
chief to take his place in the fame part of 
the other ; the chiefs only to be known to 
the five adjutants who were placed in eacli 
gaflery. The under-chief was to receive 
brdcrs by a fignal from his fuperior, which 
could be underftood by him only; who, 
by a fecond fignal, conveyed the order to 
the adjutants, who, on t|ieirpart, by a fignal, 
communicated if to the twenty-five men each 
adjutant had under him. ThVs manceuvrc. 
was always performed in both galleries at 
the iame inftant. The ten adjutants, and all 
underthem, were to be engaged in the name 
ofPetion, aftd on pretence of fupportingthe 
conflitution againft ariflocpates and repub- 
licans. ~ A gentleman, in the king-s. confi- 
dence, -was to-communicate with an officer 
•of the diibanded guards^ devoted to fais 
majefly, fumilhing h!m, at the fame time, 
■tvith money and inllruQions for the con- 
duft of the tribunes. This officer was to 
deliver the fame to a man in whom he had 
confidence, who was the engager of the 
chirf. 
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chitf, who, on receiving the money and 
tnftru^ons, was to diired the whole as 
abore mentioned. 

By means of thofe precautions, the en- 
■tire difcovery of tKe plan was next to im- 
ipoffibte;' becaufe, althouglj one of the 
agents had revealed all he knew, yet, by 
Toaldng another agent ^faj^ear, the qhaiti 
of difcovery would have been entkely 

- ' Tn order to guard againft impolitlon as 
-much as poflible, Buob propofed to fend 
five men every day to each tribune, as ob- 
fonrers of what pafled, with orders to en- 
deavour to calculate nearly the number of 
thc^e who applauded or who hilfed, and 
iM^ng him an acdount of it. 

The king fcnt back the whole of this 
' plan to me, without approving it: but when 
I informed Buob, who was, of all the men 
I ever knew, the moft headftrong and un- 
manageable, he faid, witlv^paffion, 

" The Hng may think of this plan what 

he pleafes, but I am certain that nothing 

but this, or a fcheme of the lame nature, 

can 
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can lave him aad lus family. , I wUi there- 
fore take it on bu to iave them set everj 
rifk ; and if I ihould, never be |paid by.tlu 
civil lift, I will do without it." 

Accordingly he madcdie trialXora veel^ 
and the confe^ueoce was as follows •: Xkc 
firft aod fecoad day the chiefs were coiw 
teat^ to prevent both hijOing and afgdau^" 
Ing. The fignals they gave f<w prefiarylag 
fUence were always under the pretpaqs lof 
wKhing to hear the fpe^rs more diilia^ly. 
-ThiB ^otie was ai^ eflential point gfuoed. 
The third day they began tp ^plaud the 
f(mftitu|;ionftl orators wdtb mod^ratloa, and 
icoBfiaq^d toprevesrt their ciI>poneMs,|roin 
"being appltiuded. On the fourth day jjiey 
obferved the fame planj. only the applaiiju^ 
of the wnftitutional fpceches was ftiore 
animated, The affembly yxere at a lofa to 
comprehend the meaning of aU this^ 13^ 
members looked frequently with aftouyh- 
Wient to the tribunes : but feeing them fiU^ 
with people of the ufual aj^carance, they 
imputed the applaufeto fcmemiftake, apil 
took no farther notice, The fifth day the 
.feme 
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fame appiaufes were redoubled, and they 
began to hifs faintly anti-conftkutional mo^ 
tions and opinions. The afTembly was a 
little difcCincerted : but one of the adju- 
tants, being queftioned by a deputy, an- 
fwered, that he was for the conftitution and 
for Petion. They were confirmed in the 
notion of the audienci being under a mif- 
take. ■■ The fixth day, the hlflcs and ap- 
plaufes being continued in the'Came ftyle, 
but with much greater violence, the af- 
fembly took offence. A motion was made 
agfutift the tribunes, which they repelled 
with clamour, abufive language, and threats. 
Some o£ the people in pay carried their au- 
dacity fo far as to raife their flicks, in a 
jneoaong manner, . agalnft the deputies 
iieareft them, exclaiming, that the aflem- 
tJy was a band of villains who delerved to 
be deftroyed. 

"The prefideftt, being, perhaps, afraid 
that the whole of the audience might 
adopt . the. fame opinion, broke up the 
aflemfaly, . - 

VOL. n; Y la 
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In going out of the hall, feveral of the 
deputies, addrefiing feme of the moft njQiic 
agents, vrere affiired that they had been en* 
gaged ife the name of Potion. Thofe de* 
pu(ie» immediately carried their cooiplaint 
to hiio, eonvioced that he had been de- 
ceived ; that he \vould difapproTs tide con- 
dud of his agents, and diTmirs them. 

Petion, who had not before heard vrhal 
pafled ifi tha aflembly, fwore^ with great 
truth, thfic he had no hand in the matter t 
and that he had not, for a long time, em« 
ployed any petfoti hi the tiibunss s adding, 
that it muft be foma manasuvre of ^i« en«* 
miesj'and that he would negle<l no meana of 
difcoveiang the authors. Atc&fdifigly I rt- 
ceired accounts that his unities had been 
in the Fauxbourg St. Atitdititf and had 
queftioncd a number ofyro^'Oibay wilhnK 
making any difcovery. 

The king took tio^e of the retn^^tite 
change which had tafctn place in the tn- 
bunes, and fbon guefied the Cft^e. He 
wrote to, me, that he iaw they had be«i 
giuned, but that the expediem had been 
carri^ 
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tarri^ too iar ; that k ihould be re^ve^ 
for a more ^Urgent occafiori J wid that b0 
Would let me know ythen be wifl^ed fuch 
means fhould be employed ; nieanwhil^i 
tiiat I mUft give Buob pofitiye orden tp 
difband his troti^fs. 

I have oftea thought that }t v^ould hate 
been v^ifef to have adhered ta the plan of 
merely filencing the tribunes, as it \ra9 by 
means of their cl^unour and applaufe that 
the aflembly palled the nloft vi<^ent der 
creeS: but Buob was ailxiaus, abdrc erexy 
thing, to tionvioce the king, that by paying 
the nribunas, it Would be poUfible to go Aay 
lengths againft the Jacbbine. If this dbjeA 
could have been attained at this defperate 
moment, when the force of &e gotefn- 
ment Was greatly weakened, and when 
there remained only one crime more to be 
tommitted, in order to overfet the mo* 
narchy, it is prc^ble that had Bupb'a 
plan been adopted during the^rll afiemblyj 
before the intemperate hsat of the Jacobins 
had milted, and even enflayed, tli« publiij^ 
V a mi,nd. 
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mind, the government might have 'Beeft ' 
maintained. - 

After feveral conferences with Meffrs. 
Montmorln and Malouet, reipeding the 
plan which the Hng had demanded of us. 
We propofed to him what follows : 

** ift. To prepare, without lofs of time, 
the Te-eftablifliment of the conftitutional 
guard. - 

■ " 2dly. To defer) as long as poilible, 
the execution of the decree fupprefling the 
Swils guard, on purpofe to unite them with 
the troops of the line. 

** 3dly. To let no opportunity eicape of 
publifhing proclamations, the beft calcur 
iated for enlightening the, people refpeSing 
themanoEuvres and fnares of the Jacobins, 
and for keeping the Parifians in the favour- 
able difpofition produced by the Jnfurrjic- 
tiou of the 20th of June ; alfo to write let- 
ters, with the fame view, to the aflembly, as 
often as any platifible pretext, fhould o^cutt 

**^ 4thly. To endeavour to find the means 
of withdrawing from Paris in the fafeft 
way poffible. ' 
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" jthly. Not to divide his confideoce ; 
that is to . fay, not to confult feparately 
people of different notions and principles-, 
who, having no comdiunication with 'each 
other, would only embarrafs him, or lead 
him into contradictory meafures, which 
would end in ruin." 

The king did not return the above plan 
for two days after receiving it. The fub- 
lequent anfwer was written in the margin 
when it came to me. 

** I cannot but approve of your plan, 
and have only to obje<a to the difficulty I 
forefee in its execution. Mention circum- 
ftantially in your next how the firft and 
fourth articles are to be accompliflied." 

: I had already refle£ted on - thofe means . 
which we had difcufled in our committee ; 
but it was unneceflary to inform the king ' 
of them until we knew whether or not our 
plan would be agreeable to him. 

The part which M. de la Fayette aded 

at the commencement of the revolution, 

was too remarkable for permitting his con- 

du^ at a later period to be pafled over in 

y 3 . filence. 
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filtince. Thh conftitutioiMJ general, wbofe 
head w*s obt a little turned by the Amerirr 
f^an rj^toludoii, and by extravagant fenti* 
meiita <^ liberty, hid unquelUonably been 
6ne df the {Principal inftigators of tho 
Frinclj »TbItition ; oi whkli he ex{)^ed 
to become the Wafhington. (lis ftiendl' 
thought him lA teafity capable vS bong fo ; 
but he h^ fince fuSS^iently proved, that 
tthatever refeibblance diere might be in 
ib^ dr?fe or appearance, there VRrt a pto« 
4igiou8 difference in their abilities. 

But jqftice apd truth compel me to 4c* 
knowledge, that from the et>d of March 
X752, M. dc lia Fayette's eyes feemed to 
have become open to his paft errors 1: (his 
prefent fituation, and the mififortunes di his 
family forbid any hariher expreflipA t) ifce 
dreadful progrefs of the revolution alumed 
him ; and he feemed fincerely t-erolVf>d tQ 
tfy every means to fare the king. 

Afthough he did not poflefe all the firm- 

tith requifite fpr fuch an attempt, p^haps 

he would have fucceeded, had it not been 

fpy th^ extf eine reluiaance of ^eir mfyefties 

i to 
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to every Tigorous meaTure, and their un- 
inUiognd* to owe iuch an important fer- 
noe to a man whom the7 had fo long con- 
iidered as thdr enemy. ' 

One day* about the beg^ning of June, 
I met with M. de Laliy Tolendal, recently 
arriTcd &om England, at M. de Montino- 
xin'« : ht a&ed me to go with him into the 
ffitAea, i^ere he fyckt to me a9 fol- 
lows: 

** Sir, though I am no longer a French 
but a Britiih i^jed, I wilt retain to my 
latdt breath, tbe warm^ attachment to the 
porfon, relied for the virtues, and grati- 
tude for the fevours of Lewis XVI. 

** If erer the day fhpuld arrire in which 
t fliaH be inftrumeoial to his iafety, I wiB 
dleem it ihc happteft of my life. I am here 
^r that purpofe only, and we arc not to- 
tally devoid d hvpe, I £iy tcv, be^ipfe I 
$un united with M. de Clermont Toonerre, 
and other ftiends, devoted eminely te the 
Idng, to royalty, and to Ub^y, .Apian 
fcr his complete rdlotation- on thefe 
Y 4 grounds, 
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grounds, his been the refuU of all our de- 
liberations. We have comnmnicated -our 
plan to M. Malouct. He has advifed me 
to make you acquainted with it, as you 
poflefs the kihg's conBdence ; and I have 
called you afide for that purpofe." 

After this introdu<aion, M. de Lilly at 
fured me that the bafis of the plan formed 
by himfelf and his afibciates, was to fet 
the king at full liberty ; to crufh the Jacor 
bins J to render his majieftythe mediator 
between France and Europe, between the 
French and the French. ; then to proceed 
to reform the conftitution itfelf; to. bound 
the popular power by the means of the 
people themfelves ; and to enfure to 
Lewis XVL the confolation which his 
heart fo much panted after, that of uniting, 
like Trajan, the liberty of the people with 
the prerogative of the prince. 

"All this is very fine'indeed," faidi; 
" but for the execution of the firft ftep, the 
king's-deliyerance, what m?ans have you ?" 

" La 
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' ** La Fayttte, with his national guards," 
xeplied h«, "x>r with Hs aro^y, or with 

both."j;:. > . 

■ "La Fayette! La layette!" .cried I; 
*• and is it poffiblc you can depefld on fuch a 
man after all we have feen of his con,- 
duft?" 

" The qucftion no longer is what M. de 
la Fayette did three years ago," faid he, 
** but what he can and is willing to do 
now. Is it not poilible for the fame, man 
to be inflamed with a love of liberty, fo as 
to be led aftray, and afterwards ardently 
endeavour to crufli that unbounded and cri- 
minal licence, which he at length' perceives 
to be dangerous to true freedom ? At thU 
moment La Fayette is purfuiqg his ron^ce. 
He has juft now begun to be a believer in 
the rights of royalty, becaufe he conceives it 
to be now adopted, fettled, and confolidated 
by the choice and the oaths of the people. 
But if royalty is as facred to him by its 
recent, as it is to us by its ancient titles ; 
if he remains as fliriiSly bound to the tijo- 
6 narchy, 
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tiBxchy, becuife it is in the conftitudbn, as 
we are, becanie it is la our bearts and oar 
reafon, c^What importance is this diffifrenee 
to us, (ince he proceeds with us to the fame 
tad t It is his a^ons, not his motives, we 
ftand in need o£'* 

Though by no means convinced by this 
xealbning, I could not refufe to tranlinit it 
to the king, witlr& long memorial which 
M. Malouet gave me on the part of M. de 
LaUy. 

Some days after, M. de la Fayette ^mAe 
firom the army his famous Jetter of the 
J 6th -of June, addreffed to the aHembly 
s^infl: the Jacobins, and demanding the 
fiippreffion o£ their meetings. This letter 
was greatly applauded by the majority of 
the ai&mbly and the tribunes ; but it irri- 
iaxsd the Jacobins to fuch a degree, that to 
pTOfe diat they were not intimidated by 
his attack, they excited the infurre£liori cf 
the 2oth of June, The horrible circum- 
fiaftCes of that day filled the army with in- 
dignation, and encouraged M. de Ja F»yette 
to 
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to ai^^ at the bar of thb aSembly on the 
98th <^ the fktnc month, la the name cf 
aU the Qfficefs add fcddien ofl^ army, he 
dooaaded the punifluneot <^ the authoti 
toA aeco[ApUce& of the crimes aad cxceOet 
committed on the 20th. 

When the Idng heard, on die morning 
of the 38th, that M. de la Fayette was ar- 
tifed from the army, and of the demand he 
mas to m^e at the bar of the aflembly, his 
ffxpe^tioQS were very high reQ>ediiig the 
fuccefs of that meafure : but ihey wel% not 
of long duraUon ; for, although the di£> 
courie, pionoimcedby the general, was as 
ftrong as the ctrcumdaoces exaQed, aod 
<ras heard with jkpplaufe by the audiei^cei 
axiA !dthoug;h he was invited to the hooouiv 
of thejieacei yet &arcely had he t^eit 
his feat, when his conduA was violently 
fitcackeH by feveral deputies, particularly 
by Vcrgniaud and Guadet. 

They reproached jbim for having quittecl 

his poft whhout leave, and for attemptmg 

to iptiinidat? the aQembly in the name o£ 

the 
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the army ; for both' of which, they alT^i^d^" 
he weU deferved to have a decree of ac'cu- 
fatlon pronounced againft him. During 
thofe declamations, which wei'e alfo ap-^ 
plauded by the tribunes, M. de la Fayette 
remained filent and paffive ; and thus per- 
mitted all the favourable effeft produced 
by the bold ftep he had taken to be fo 
complfetely annihilated, that he thought the 
beft thing he coxild do, was to make his^ 
ef9ape from Paris th^t very night, and to 
join the army. '' 

M. de la Fayette's appearance at the 
bar would, in all probability^ have had a 
very different iffue, if, previous to his ar- 
rival, his friends at Paris had prepared 
thofe of the national guards, who were at- 
tached to him, for his coming j ' if they 
had made him be accompanied to the af- 
fembly by a part of thofe guards, and hkd 
filled the tribunes with the reft; and if, ^ 
Being thus fupported, M. de la Fayette, at 
the very firft fentence of Guadet's fpeech, 
had called him to order, and addrefled thfr 
prefident 
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pt^fidcnt in fome fuch terms as the followr 
ing; > ■-■ 

" That member, Cit, forgets tha£ I-fpeak? 
here' in the name of an army; faithful to- 
thp cor^ftitution, and ready to fhed :their" 
blood in 6ghting agmnft: its domeSic, 'a& 
well as its foreign enemies ; and >tKati: on', 
the petition of this army, of Tyhich I aiii 
the bearer, it is the inftant bufinefs of ther 
aflembly to deliberate; more fefpecially-aa 
I was obliged by my folders,. whtn Licit 
them, to promife to difpatch a courier «tf 
inform them of the decifibn of'ti^iaflem- 
bly at the end of this Very Jkaace^ and t 
muft not diflemble, that if your decision re' 
npt conformable to the conftitutiotial dfta 
mand which I have now expreffed in their 
, name, I cannot anfi^er for the , cdnfe*f 
quences." ' - ; 1 ■ I 

M. de la Fayette,;however, feems not' to* 
have been quite difcouraged by the ill fu(j» 
cefs of his embaffy j for, on.the^ijothtof 
July, M. de Lally came : agairi : to, me, 
with an air of triumph ; and putting a 
paper into my hands, he faid, " Read 
. ■ what 
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iriiac I am authorifcd to tranfmit to tho 
Idag, and renuia afterwards incredu-- 
tens if you can/* It was a Imig letted 
initcefl by M. de la Fayette from his army- $ 
tn which he drew a plan (ready, as he 
fidd, fisr execution) to open the way to the 
king through hU enenues, and to eftabliflit 
him in i^ety either at Compielgne, or in 
the north part of France, furroutided hy 
his conftinfdonal guards, and, by his faith-* 
fill army. All this was to be done conlti-*' 
tariooally. 

1 tronfiniOed thU letter to theHng, who, 
aotwithflaoding that his diibufl of M. de 
la Fayette was eoufiderably abated, could 
sever believe that he had it in his powef 
to aCcompUifa &e reficH^on of the nio-^ 
ttarchy, like MKrther Monk ; and, befide^, 
he deemed the plan now proposed but 
feebly calcultded for that purpofe. His 
toajefty, dkeref(»e, fern me an obliging, but 
ft negative aalwer, to ddivcr to M. de 
IiaUy, to be by Wm tranfmitted to M. de la 
Fayette. It was in thcfe words ) 

**Lct 
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•* Let lum know that I am fenfible of hi» 
attachment in propoiing to Incur fo much 
danger ; but .it would be imprudent to put 
fo many fprlngs in motion at once. The 
beft way he can ferre me is to continue to 
make hlmfelf a terror to the faQiouSj hj 
. ably performing his duty as a general," 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

A dejign farmed by Santerre of murdering 
the ^uein. — Prevented. — One ofutf letters, 
to the queen taken frotn nty table by a 
JQUrnall/i. — 7be arrival of the Mar- 
feHlois at Paris. — Meafures propofed to 
the king on that occa/ion. — A club ejla- 
hltjhed under the name of National Club. — 
Ueutauft troop. — Mayor ofEtampes. 

NOTWITHSTANDING his majeftyS ap- 
probation of the plan preiented to 
him from Meffrs. de Montmorin, Malouct, 
and myfelf, there was no certainty of its full 
execution ; becaufe the king and queen 
never could retain a full confidence in any 
man or fet of men, they were apt to give a 
certain weight to the opinion of others, 
however oppofite. The confequence was, 
that in the different projeds of letters and 
proclamations, as well as in the meafures 
we propofed, the king adopted fome part, 
but 
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but idded others, which often deftroycd the 
effed bf the whole. 

Thtis, in fpite of all our efforts, new 
errors daily augmented the dangers which 
threatened the k,ing and monarchy. We 
difregarded thofe which were perfonal, 
however imminent : our thoughts and 
wilhes were wholly engroffed by the defire 
of faving that auguijb and unfortunate fa- 
mily^ who were too much abandoned ; 
and it required all the zeal and attachment 
which animated us, not to be difcouraged 
by th6 continual obftacles which the Icing's 
indecifion (^pofed to the fuccefs of our 
meafures. 

Towards the end of June, or in the be- 
ginning of July, a man Whom I did not 
know, whofe name waa Grammoht Carton, 
and, by his own account, an officer. in the 
Etat Major of the army, came to my houfe 
betwixt eight and nine o'clock at night; 
and told me, that he had a fecret of the 
utmoft Importance to communicate, and 
which concerned the life of the queen ; 
but, as I was not acquainted with him, he 

XOL. n. z <^efired. 
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defired, that, previoaa to bis explaining 
himfelf, I {hould confult bet majeftf , to 
' whoaii he iaid, be bad been perfonally 
known cTerflnce the 6th of Oflober 1789. 
I wrote next day 10 the queen, informing 
her of this converfation j but fuppreffing 
what related to b^rfelf, and deiiring to kno-w 
whether this Gnunmont Carton was a 
perfon to whom I might liften with con- 
fidence ; and, to fave her trouble, I begged 
her majefty would return my letter, with 
a fimple afflrmattTC, or negative, for anfwer. 

The iame day, about twelve o!cIocfc, my 
letter was retiuned, with the following ver- 
bal anfwer from the queen : 

'*■ Yes, but with caution." 

Having l;ud my letter, which had been 
thus returned, upon the table, I continued 
; to converfe for half an hour with the 
perfon who had brought it ; after which, 
a joumalift of my acquaintance entered 
my apartment. Eefore he feated faimfelf, 
he threw down fome papers he had in 
his hand upon my bureau, and placed 
his hat above them •„ then he es^laioed 
6 the 
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the occafioa of his -viiit, which was to beg 
I would lend him a thouland livres to 
enable him to print a new edition of his 
account of the infurredion of the 20'th of 
June. His ftatemcnt of that event, while 
it was perfectly exaG, put, the conduit of 
his majefiy in the moft favourable point of 
view ; and was, by that means, calculated 
to make a happy impreflion on the minds 
of the people. 

I was the more furprifed at this demand, 
as, immediately after the publication of that 
paper, he had come and reptefented to me, 
that it was hts intention to pubtilh a fecond 
edition, to diflribute gratis all over the ca- 
pital and the Fauxboui^ ; but that he 
could not on account of the prefent diflrels 
of his circumftances. On this reprdfenta- 
tion I gave hini 300 livres, which was the 
fum he required. However, on his repre- 
fenting that his prefent demand was for a 
third edition, of which a tbovfand copies 
were to be diftributed through all the prin- ^ 
cipal towns of the Hngdom ; and that he 
expelled only the lend of the money, 
2 3 which 
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which he would repay from the profits of 
the Tale ; I agreed to his demand ; and, 
having taken up his hat and papers, he re- 
tired. About half an hour after he was 
gone, I looked for my letter to the queen ; 
and . not finding it, concluded that I had 
burnt it, as had been my intention. About 
a fortnight after,' one of my brothers came 
to me, with an air of confternation, and 
told me, that ray correfpondence with the 
queen was difcovered ; and that one of my 
letters to her majefty had been found. As 
I was convinced that the queen burnt all 
my letters which Ihe did not fend back to 
me, Z had no doubt but . that this was a 
trick in order to difcover, by my uneafi- 
nefs or my tranquillity, whether I really 
was in correfpondence with her majefty or 
not ; I therefore defired my brother to be 
quite eafyon the fubjeft ; and begged that 
he would try to find out from what quarter 
the calumny came. 

He returned to me next day, and told 

me that one of his friends, whofe inten- 

.tions, with regard to me, could not be fuC- 

;. -: peded. 
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peded, had affured him, thirt^lus informa* 
tion was from one who had (een, the letter ; 
that it confifted of ^ght or ten lines, in my 
hand-writing. Still this did not alarm me. 
I fupppfed it a counterfeit letter, in which 
vpj hand-'writing was imitated. 

On the evening of the fanie day, the ba- 
rQn.de Gillier came to me to obtain: foitie 
ihformatlon £Dr madame ^^izabeth. I 
ippkc to him of the ffory which had gone 
abroad, of ipy corre^ondence widi the 
qu^en ; and I afked him if he had beard 

of it. ■ ■ ' ,.-.:' 

." What is more," iaicJ he, ** I have read 
your letter to the queen." 

" Read my letter to the queen ? Im- 
poffible !" . , -; ,- 

" I repeat it^'Mwdhe. ,'*I read, you? 
letter to the queen. But make yqurfelf 
eafy, for I made it be bymt in my pre- 
sence. In this letter ygu aftied the qxKen 
if you might liften with confidence to 9. 
particular perfon, who faid that, he was 
tnown to her majefty, and had an import- 
ftht feciet to comniunicate to you.'' ■ 

2 3 <• But 
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- « Botwtine was tfiat letter T laid X 

" In th« bu^ <€ a joornalifl, who, Ae 
laft time be came to fee jou^ to6k it, by mif- 
take,. from your table, among fome.-papdrs 
of his own." . , 

** You have afluredly rendei^ me a vwy 
great femccfc" feid'lt ** for fome pet^lo 
took pains, ito afljtrft) me, that the peifon 
who.^as in [>b0^<5n of that letter intend- 
ed to make mb puichbfe it at die prite of^ 
otiafiderable fisin. of money ; which cer-* 
tainJy waS' in his power, becaufe, ahhop^ 
there was nothing criminal in the letter, 
yet'^ this te4bd) the difoovery of any 
correfpondence with the queen might liav« 
proved fatj^ (o me." 

The day on which I received the queen's 
^ifwer, M.'Gremmont returned to me} 
and upon my telling hiih that I 4as now 
authorifcd by ber majeifty to hear what he 
had to fay, he aflured me -he was pofi- 
tiv'ely informed that Santerre had the .pro» 
jeit ttf'have the queen alTaffinated ; that a 
grenadier of bis battalion had engaged to 
perpetrate the crime, for a confiderable 
fum 
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Cam of money, a fmall part of which he had 
already received; that he had confided the 
r^cret to a gii^l with whom he liTed, and 
whom he would be enabled to marry, by 
means of the fum he was p]:omifed. The 
girl, who was a. walherwoman, entrufted 
the fecret to a fem^ friend, who commu- 
nicated it to her own lover, who happened 
to be the hair-drcffer of M. Grammont 
Carton, to whom he communicated the fe- 
cret, informing him, at the feme time, 
that he knew the grenadier in queftion, 
whofe figure was fuflSciently remarkable, 
by a large cicatrice in his left cheek ; and 
that the 14th of July, the day of the 
federation, was the time fixed upon for 
execution. 

In fpite rfthe fufpicious channels through 
which the intelligence came to me, it was 
of too ferious a nature to be negleOied. I 
gave information to M. de ta Porte, being 
convinced that he would take every pre- 
caution the circumftanee" required. At the 
fame time I ordered the juflice of peace 
Buob to place a dozen of fpies about the 
z 4 • palace, 
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palace, to watch for the grenadier, of wh^ 
figure a defcription was given, with ordps, 
that a( foon as they faw him, to give no- 
tice to the officer commanding the neareft 
poft of the guard j becaufe 1 was informed, 
.by M. de la Porte, that all the commanders, 
of guards had received orders tp arreft that 
fellow. 

On the 14th of July, M. Grammo|it 
went himfelf to the chateau. The grenar 
dicr appeared at eight o'clock at night, 
drelTed in a plain coat ; and although he 
was perceived by the fentinel of the porte 
foyaUy yet he had the addrefs to make his 
efcapp. He had the impudence, however, 
to return at eleven the fame night, in his 
uniform, and was taken up . at the bottom 
of the ftair leading to the queen's apart- 
ments. He was at firft remarked by having 
feathers in his cap of a colour difibrent 
from thofc worn by thp battalion then on 
guard, and afterwards completely diftinr 
guifhed by the cicatrice on his cheek. He 
was immediately cpndudted to th^ guardr 
room. On fearching him, a cutlafs was 
found 
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fpund concealed in the lining i>f his coat. 
The next morning, juft as he was going to 
lie brought before the judge of peace, he 
was carried off by a band of rufiiahs, who 
came to the gates of the chateau on purpofe 
tp refcue him. 

I was informed of this event by M. 
Grammont, whom I perfuaded to make a 
fprmal declaration of the above fads before 
Al. Mainggot, judge of the peai^ in the 
fedion of the Thuilleries, and have the 
iame verified by the teflimpny of the offi- 
cers who had been on guard at the queen's 
apartment. A verbal procefs of the whole 
was accordingly made. 

This a£l of duty proved fatal to M. Main- 
geot. That refpeflrable man was among 
the vldims of the loth of Aqgvft. Sant 
terre, who knew that he had drawn up the 
proces verbal refpe^ing the grenadier, fent 
a band of afTailins to his houie, who, hav- 
ing murdered him, feized his papers, and 
brought them in triumph to their worthy 
^hicf. 

Two 
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. Two dayg after the loth, as Gram- 
moot himfelf has fince informed me, San- 
terre Brade-~a defcription of his face and 
.parfon to be pt^d on the walls, with a 
promlfe-of a- coafiderable reward to any 
who would deliver him to Santerre, dead 
or alive. 

This fad may be true : but as I myfelf 
was obliged to rcm^n concealed, from the 
loth of Auguft till I made my efcape out 
of France, I had no opportunity of in- 
quiring about it. 

The 14th of July was rendered extreme- 
ly critical, ffrom the following circum- 
ftances. The camp of 20,ooo men, de- 
creed by the affembly, was prevented from 
being eftablifhed, by the king's refufal to 
fanftion the decree. In order to fupply 
this, the Jacobins had taken meafures for 
having all the vagabonds they could en- 
gage brought to Paris, under the title of 
Federes. Amongft thefe was the famous 
bahd of banditti known by the name of 
Marfeillois^ who, on the very day of their 
arrival in Paris, attacked, in the Champs 



no,-7«jhyGt)t>*^le 



PRIVATE MEMOIRS. 347 

■EUfeet^ a detachmeat of the national 
guards, niio were fuppofed moft devoted 
to the king, and wounded feveral officers 
and foldiers. 

Amongll the meafures of fecurity which 
thefe dangerous bands rendered necetTsry,. 
that which ilruck me as the iafeft and moft 
pra^ud>le was to eftablifb, at a houfe in 
the Caroufel, oppofite to the Thuilleiiet, 
analTembly, under the title of the National 
Dub or AlTociation, where all the officer? 
and ibldiers of the national guard that could 
be depended on, and other citizens, well 
dUpofed to the kii^ and conflitution^ 
hught occafionally meet \ and in cafe of 
any attack on the palace, alTemble in ann% 
for its defence, on the flrorteft noti(ie. 

Buob, who hrft fu^efted this fcheme to 
me, propofed, at the fame time, to add fix 
or feven hundred auxiliaries, chofen out of 
the manufad»iy of Perier, of which feve- 
ral of the principal workmen were zedous 
royalifts. Thofe alone were to be in the 
fecret ; and two of them were to go every^ 
morning to the club, and remain the whole 
4ay, 
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day, that they might be ready to give no- 
tice for the others to come with th^ir fol- 
lowers as foon as they were required. 

The pay of thofe principals was to be 
five livres a day, and that of the workmen 
forty fols on the days they were employed, 
and ten when they were not. The.- real 
deltination of this force was to be kept 
&cFet from the imdcr-workmen- It was to 
be given out to them that they were only 
lequlred to join the national guard, to affift 
in maintaining order in the capital. They 
were to wear red caps, and .were to hi 
armed with the pikes prevfouHy depoilted 
in the club-houfe j and in order to avoid 
mceiving Jacobin fpies, or perfons whoie 
principles were not known, into this affo* 
«iation, none were to b? adnutted but by 
a majority of three-fourths of the club, . 

The king approved o£ the plan, and de- 
fired me to -defray the expence of it, which 
amounted to one thoufand livfcs a day, ip- 
cluding the other cxpences pf the dub, 
tiamely, the refrefliments, which were 
given at the loweft price poffible, jn order 
t« 
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to attrafl the greater number of Ibldiers. 
The pikes, bonnets rouges^ tables, chidrsi 
benches, and other furniture, coft 9000 
Hvres. The eftabfilhment was complete 
in lefs than four days. 

About this time another afibciation of 
the fame kind was formed for the fame 
purpofe. It confided of a number more 
or lefs confiderable, chofep out of the po- 
pulace, and cpmmanded by one Lieutaut,- 
formeirly oiBcer of the guard national of 
Marfeilles j a man equally brave and intel- ■ 
ligedt, who had aiSed a principal part in 
the infurreftion of that city agalnft the re-*' 
volution during the firft national aflembly. 

I only knew Lieutaut by reputation ; but 
I had employed one of his aid-de-camps 
with fuccefs on the day of theJeU given to 
the foldiers of Chateau V'tetix on their recall 
from the gallies *. 

Befides 

• The Swifs regiment of Chaleaa i^ieux having, joined 
with the feditious troops at Nancy, ^ainll whom M. de 
£ouiUc had been fent, the moft culpable h^ been con- 
demned and fent to the gallies at Breft ; but the Jacobins 
^ad influence with the aflpmbly to obtain a decree to annul 
their 
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Befides being courageous, and entirely 
devoted to the Ung, be poirefTed th6 talents 
of varying his countenance, and changing 
the found of his voice, fo entirely,' that he 
was not to be knovpn for the fame perfon. 
By this means he fometimes made himfelf 
pais for one of the Marfeillois ; at other 
times, for a workman in one or other of 
the fuburbs of Paris, whofe accent and 
manners he could a0ume with wonderful ' 
fuccefs. Thus, in thofe various charadera, 
Ite gained admiflion into all the patriotic 
meetings, and groups ; difcovered their 
projeds, and gave me information. 

As it was to be dreaded that tlie Jaco- 
bins, ever on the watch, would feize the 
Occafion of the populace returning intoxi- 
cated from the Champ dc Mars, where the 

thetr condemnation, and fet them at liberty. Not (atltfied 
vith this, they invited the foldiera to Paris, and then pre- 
|ttred a triumphant entertainment for them in the Champ 'ds 
Man. This entertainment was called U Fitt di Chattda 

So different wai the treatment which the Jacobina gSTC to 
thoDe Swife who had rebelled, from that whid they (hcwe£ 
on ^hc iDth of AuguH to ihe Swifs ^ho wero faithfitl to tbc - 
ling and conftitutioii. 

fete 
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fete of Cbattau Vteux was to be held, to ex- 
cite them to attack the palace, I inftruded 
this agent to do every thing in his power, 
to prevent this ; for which purpofe I di-- 
reded him to employ about thirty of his 
moft fober friends 'to watch overthe difier- 
ent groups, admonifli them to moderation, 
entreating them not to difgrace the patri- 
otic y^/f by ads of tumult and exce& ; and 
afluriog them, that fuch was the wiih of 
the Jacobins, of Petion, Marat, Robefpierre, '■ - 
&c. &c. I gave him 600 lines to enable 
him to treat his principal agents with a 
good fupper, and five livres each, in the 
name of-a patriotic fociety. 1 told him, at 
the fame time, if his endeavours to maia- 
tain order were without efied, and if any 
danger was to be apprehended for the 
Chateau ; in that cafe he was to return 
before the populace left the Cbcanp de 
Mart, and to give timely notice of the 
danger by a llgnat from a particular part 
of the Pont Royal that could be remarked 
at the Pavillion'de Flore^ at a. window, 
where a man appointed by M. de k Porte 
was 
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was ftationed to obferve. But fortunately 
this precaution was unneceflary, as the day . 
pafTed with much greater tranquillity than 
was expe£ted. I cannot determifte whethet 
this is to be attributed to the vigilance of 
my agents, or to a plan of the Jacobins, 
who might poffibly have taken meafures to 
prevent any tumult on this occafion, that 
the Parifians might be accuftomed to fee 
the populace afferable ■without dread. 

The Jet£ of Chateau Vieuxy contrived by 
die Jacobins to irritate the people againft 
the king's pretended tyranny, had all the 
fuccefe they could wifli. The foldiers who 
had revolted, and who juftly merited death, 
were earrled In a triumph^ car to the 
Champ de Mars, where the abfurd popu- 
lace, under the guidance of the infamous 
Gollot d'Herbois, proclaimed them martyrs 
of liberty, vidlims of defpotifm j and, as 
fuch, had carefled, and given them mon y, 
<^ver and . above a confiderablc fum raifed 
by a gener^ contribution. 

That criminal farce vyas but too well cal- 
culated to familiariie the people vrith the 
5 idea 
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idea of revolt ; to encourage them ia it ; 
and by this means entirely extingiufli the 
faxat remains of refpe^ they had iUll re- 
tained for the Jdiig and his authority. 

Buob, whofe zeal was always adire, 
pn^fed to me to obliterate the impreffion 
of thisy^i?* by giving another in honour of 
the Major Smiampes^ who had juft been 
maffacred, by a popular infurreilion, while 
difchaJging the duties of his place, and 
whp was very genferaUy regretted^ 

I mentioned the'propofal to the king, 
who apprpved of \\.^ and fu^efted the 
means of: rendering they?*/* more folenm 
aud finking. ' - , ^ 

" This^?^ is veryi well imagined,** faid 
"his majefty ; ** and it Will have ftill mOre 
cfieA if the ' motion comes from the 
felons or the mumcipallty." 

Buob undertook to have the motion 
made in the fedtons, and in the Council de 
la Commune^ by means of hts adherents, 
who would reprefent it as the defire of all 
good citizens; many of whom had already 
fubfcribed for defrajnng the. expencc of the 

VOL. 11, A A fete, 
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^ft In reality, diefuffi rfto,ati& Uvi«», 

vht^ the kiag had mdi(»ifed me to give^ 

was ptepaxtd as tlie ptoduce cf an anony- 

mous ftri^fertptiGa c£ above ioo Contii- 

butore. 

The Jete w« cc^Mdu^y voted by the 
jeAions and the mnnic^iiUty of Paris, is 
fpitt of all the manceawes of the Jacobim^ 
to prcTSBt it. Nddiii]^ was ctoh^ to 
Tender ^ cdebratton ^lendid xkd a&£^ 
sig : tTitf h'nEtns and ixii€i^Ci69it Weiife 
tompdlW witSi greait jfldgm««^«S^ faiSne- 
mos paraphfets were difiaibutttd^ e&«cifa^tg 
tiie ipiott and cnmes of dm ^c&i&qa, &k 
fuch refoxirces only produced a iSitotfeeBftJtty^ 
efifefl. Thofewere bot w«afc toedires tff 
oppole bgnnft ferocious mottftets, wbofe 
{cgal extenmnadon vnEsabfohltely necrfsfly 
for the fafety of iihe "Ung and 'of the ^ftat«' 
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No. I. 
i^tift JeCmidiircit (lu Rti. 

* On tuni, < F<tn(ft 

" T 'ameMslez nitiiMialt, fin, n'a 
^ chaig^ de rout &uie coonaitirf 
qu'dU fe bonunt \ itaxaia I'iskaioa 
taiicc de Is loi da 17 J«n,«t qu'cUe M 
mettoit pmat de difienence daot tes i6plt' 
tations qud-que fiitJe nfitnbredesiaeiidtre* 
(pn lea compafiuestt eUc Ant tfa axa at 
doitidtenaisipic lestonanamiationteatK 
ellf et voiu, et elk tent bin otfler iovt 
difiihrent i cet ^g^d. 

I.e- prudent dc. TaiTembl^e .nationale, 

CONDOHCET." 
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No. II. 

Lettre au Roi. 

•• /^N a d& prppofer au roi de ne faire- 
^-^ aucune mentioa de la lettre du pre- 
fidfsnt de Paflemblee \ je penfe au coutraire 
tres fbrtetacSiit que cette infulte tolerec en 
annonce et enameno^ inceflamentune fuite 
d'autres bea^coup plus graves, et je crois 
qu'il «ft de la plus grande importauce que 
le roi ecrive aujourdjiui a raflemblee la 
fettre dont j'ai rhonnear de Iiri.addrefler le 
projet ; it! famajefte rapprcmiTe, eUe pourra 
fa&eappeller fur le cliunp les miniftres'et 
leur fifc^ofer cette feti^ cbmme fon^ arris - 
perfond ; il feroir bon qu'etle fut ^crite'de 
la ittain du roi, et que mbn^cotur^ ue pa« 
rut pas." . , 

M Trojct de lettrsduRoi hVafferiiiUe. 
" Meffieurs, 
*', Xa nation, en me reconnoiflant. pour 
fon, roi m'a confie le depot d? fa dig- 
nit^ infeparable dc la couronne : il n'eft 
aucune 
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aucune drconftance ou j e puifle y renoncer j 
je V0U8 renvoye la lettre que M. le Prc'fi- 
dent ma fait remettre hier par un hulfGer; 
la conftitution a £xe la forme de la corref- 
pondadce de tViTembMe nationale avec le 
roi ; je n4 doisTccevoir, et jene recerrai 
d'elle que des meffages ou des di^dts, mVn 
rapportant au fnrplus poiur les egards qui 
me font dus aux featimens que le peuple 
Fr?n5as atoujours montr^pourfoa roi." 



AA3 
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fjettr^ qu Riff, 

^ -WL a etc icxt queft^pa au comite d*hiw 
X ^u £;»r de la mia£(»i civile da ru ; qq - 
j^ dij^ ibfine va prqjet de Ufte c{)mp9Je de 
jare&te pesjoiipe* \ la ^cvfijon fvv le plan 
de U ni4i^ civile ^ft r^nv^yee .^U comit^ 
de Mardi \ oa doit confulter I'aacieo alma^ 
xaz dc Verfailles et celiil d? U cwr de 
|<ondrc8f 

** Comme je nV d'autre deHr^ cet egard^ 
que cclqi de prefenter au loi un plap, et de« 
p^onnes qui lui conviepnpnt, j*ofe iupr 
plier ia majefie de youlpir bien me £ure 
connoiue .% intentioihs^ je ae a^gligerat 
rien pour lea fure prcvaloir au comite fans 
laifler foup^onner le qioiBS de monde que le 
roi ^Vit dpnne cettem^que de confiancci 
que je n'^mbitipnne que pour pouvoit doi^- 
ner a fa m^jefte une nouvelle preuve de 
xnon refpe^ et de . moji d^vpuement f^nfi 
^oes." 
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No. rv. 

Lettre deM.de tejfart au Rou 

*• "tB TOfi fuu rendu gc fear entre lo et 1 1 
^ heuros c^ez 1« mitiiftre de la juftice, 
comme j'avpis eii I'hooaeur d'en pr^venif 
If roi, j'y u trouY^ aon feulement M. dft 
Bertrand et M. TarM, mais auffi M. Ca- 
faier de Qervllle. Prefq^e ai^ffitdt eft ar-* 
riv^ M de la Fayette que le Garde dc» 
Sc^vx avoit d^a -v^ dans la joura^e. M. 
de la Fayette hoys a dit qu'il auroit Toil-" 
hait^ poUToIr cancilier les miniflres, quo 
cdaluiavoU toujovrs parii trd» difficile, 
attendu roppontion fubflftante entre M. de 
NarboqTic et M. de @«rtrand ; mads qu'ai}- 
jourdhu^ W ppio< ^ I«8 chpfes Solent 
pOrt?>8, jl oe ppKTpit plus s*en raflor j il 
s*eft fond^ Tur la publiclte donate aux 
lettres des g^ti^raux, et fyrtout i la r^poafe 
que lui ^qU faite M* de NarbpnQei et il a 
d««Iaxe qu'il n'avqit.au^un? pan ^ cette 
AA4 publicity ; 
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publicite ; qu*il oi'y avmt point donne Toil 
confentement, et qu*il n'en avoit . e'te in- 
ilruit que par la ledure mcmc du journal. 
, Apris cette expUcation qui a e'te froide et 
courte, U e'eft retire, 

** A peine etoit il forti que M, Cahier a 
fait eclater Ton indignation de la condulte 
de M. de Narbonne i U la carafterife'e dq la 
maniere' la plus forte ; et il a fini par dire, 
qu'il ne f^loit abfolument pas qu'i! remit 
le pied au confeil; mds en meme terns U a 
dit que, ne fe diffimulant point l*efFet que 
pourroit produire le renvoi deM.de Nar- 
bonne, il ne voyoit d'autre maniere de 
temperercet efFet, que lademiffion volon- 
tMre mais fimultanee de M. de Bertrand.- 

*' M, de Bertrand a obferve que fa fitua-, 
tion ne lui permetcoit pas de donner la de- 
niiflion dans le moment a^uel ; il a< dit 
qu'il la donneroit volontiers aprds I'epoque 
du 15 Mars: que 9'avoit toujours e'te foQ 
delTein, et qu'on j pouvdit compter. 

** M. le Gard6 des Sceaux a appuye M. 

de Bertrand et a dit que, cc feroit compro-f 

mettre la dignite du roi, et la confidera- 

6 tion 
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tton du minift^re, que de c^der dans une 
pareille circonftance. 

** M. Cahier a infifU avec beaucSup de 
force ; il s'etl fond^ fur la difpofition a£tu- 
elle des efpritS} fur I'lnte'r^t de la chofe 
publique, fur celui du roi ; U a ef^ forte- ' 
ment feconde par M. Tarbe, de maniere que 
M. de Bet'trand a crfi devoir condefcendre , 
i ofiVir fa d^mifllon auflitdt que le roi au- 
roitrepondu aux obfervations de raflemblee 
nationale ; mais M. Cahier a inHfte de , 
nouveau, et il a declare que il M. ^e Ber- 
trand ne donnoit pas h d^miflion immedi-- 
atement apr^a que le roi adroit demand^ 
ccUe de M. de Narbonne, il fe croiroit, lui 
Cahier, oblige de donner la Henne d^s ce 
matin. 

" J'avois pris jufque 1^ peu de part it, 
cette difcufiion, etant au fonds pleinement 
de Tavis de M. de Gerville j mais croyarit 
devoir des menagemens a la Htuation vrai- 
ment cruelle de M. de Bertrand, neanmoins 
voyant que lea <:hofe8 e'tolent tr^s aviinc^es, 
j*ai obferve' aM. de Bertrand- que, puifquUI 
^Coit de'teriiiiae au facrificC} 11 fallolt le 
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£ure d'une maniere qui liit profiuble ai} 
nn et a la chofe publique j et qu*il me pa^i 
loiJlbi*^ tr^s utile qu'H donnat h Mm\&on 
dios la JDumee^. afin de neutia}ifcr ct| 
quelque fcwte le renvoi de M. de NarboD&e, 

" M. le Garde des Sceaipc, qui avoit ^c 
tiis &appe de la r^folutiott tres proaoneee 
deM.de Gerville, de quitter ixa le champ, 
fi M. de Bertrand ne quittoit pas le mi- 
nillere le mpme jour que M. de Nar*- 
bonne ; M. le G^e deaSceaux, dWje, s*eft 
range au m^pie avis. M< de Bertraad y a 
ccmfcnti, ^t nous arons redige en commun 
la lettre qu'il doit ecrire au roi eC la re- 
ponfe que nous propoferons afg majefte dd 
luifaire. . 

** Cette longue et importante difc\iffion, 
eVftpalTee ians la moindre aigreur, fans «u-> 
cijn autr<: iateiet que ceM du roi et de h 
chofe publique^ et ftvec let formes et les est* 
preiTionQ qui conv'teone^t i des gens qui 
s'eftiment reciproquemcnt. 

" Je dwa obferver que daqs la i^'p^mf^ 

qui fera propofee au roi pcAir M> de ®cr* 

trand} fe majeft^ exige qu'U continue fea 

fonftiona 
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€ondioii8Jurqu*a ce qu'elle liiiait donneun 
fuccefleur, A Tegard de M. de Narbonne, 
pouB avans penfe que rieA n'etok plus 
preflantque de le rempUcer, et qu'il fercdt 
^emiel que fon {ucceflTeur put dds ce foir 
prendre feaQce au coQfeil. Ce fqcc^fleur; 
je dds le dire au roi, nous 4 parCl devoif 
£tre le chevalier de Grar^ ; et noua nous 
ibmmes d'autant plus attaches & cette id^ 
qu* apr^ avoir bien cherche, nous n'ca 
^Tons trouve aucun autre. £q coofe- 
qiieuce M. le Qarde des Sceaux, qui IV ' 
voit a tout e've'nernent fqndc vaguement 
bier dans la journe'e, eft ^Ue chez lui ^ une 
^eure de m^tin, m^is il n'^oit pas encore 
rentr^. M* le Garde des Sceaus .a lal0^ 
vn billet ^ ^ porte pour le prier de pafier 
k la chaocellefie de bonne heure afin de 
p'alTiirer qu'il accepteroit dans le C4S Du le 
Toi jetterwt les yfyx fur lui« 

** Noqs avons aufii penfe qu^il ferut oe* 
ceflaire, av^nt tout, que le roi fit v^nir les 
tx^ geo^aux, pour les emp^cher de doni< 
pet leur demiffioii : chofe a laquelle on ne , 
manquera pas de les exciter par tous les 
mo^ens 
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moycns poffibles. ■ Les bonnes raifons ne 
manqueront pas au roi ; ct il eft certain 
que ce feroit dc leur part, manquer a tous 
les devoirs, et meme a leur ferment, que de 
Touloir quitter dans une coajonaurc pa- 
• reille. Neanmoins comme rien n'eft plus 
eflentiel, le roi jugcra peut-etre qu'il fe- 
roit tres utile que la reine affiftat d cet en- 
tretien, afin de rcunir tou3 les genres d'in- 
tcrfets et tous les motifs, 

" II y jiura aufli quelques precautions k 
prepdre relativement k la garde foldee ; car 
On ne pent pas fe diflimulerqu*il feroit pof- 
fible que les malveillansp cbercbaflent a pro^ 
fiter de cette circonftance pour exciter du 
trouble. On dit que M.dcBoiffieu n'eft 
pas J Paris. Qui eft-ce qui le remplace? 
Ne pourroit-on pas le fi^re venir ? 

" Tous ces details feront porte's au roi 
dans la matinee par le Garde des Sceaux j 
il a paru convenable que ce fiit lui de pre- 
fe'rence qui traitat cette afiaire, comme ran«- 
cien, et en quelque forte le chef du confeil. 

" Le roi pourroit faire venir cnfuite M- 
di Gerville, auquel fa majefte diroit qu'elle 
- - ' adopte 
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adopte - en tout fon avis ; et auqqel die 
demanderoit de retarder un peu IVpoque 
a laquelle il vcut definitivement qeitter 1© 
minift^re. Cette e'poque eft le 25 de ce 
inoifi, et il feroit a de'firer qu'elle. fut dif- 
fcree, ne fuKe que de huit jour's. II fera 
bien bon que la rdne mek fes inTita- 
tions a celles du roi : le fucces en f^ra plus 
aflure. " : " ' 

"Enfinle roi et.Ia reine. dcvpott dc 
grands temoignages d*inter€t et de honte a. 
M. de Bertrand injuftement f^crifi^, et qid 
en ce'dant a la ne'ccffite dea circonftancca» 
.donne.au roi une des plus, grandes preu>5eB 
d'at,tai:hement qu'il foit poffible de luiof&ir: 
c'eft un homme de merite, et qn'il ne. faut 
pas, 'regarder comme eati^remenf perdu 
.pour le fervice du roz. 

- " Je finirai en obfervant que la faute da 
;M. de Narbonne eft fi evldente et fi grave, 
qu'il eft effentiei de |a faifir, fi le roi en 
cffet nc; prefere pas de lui abandonner . la 
confiance: mais alors il n'y a pas un mo^ 
ment k perdre. Toute explication fef oit fu- 
perfluc, et manqueroil de dignite, et il y au- 
foit 
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toit d*aiiUat pluft d'lnconv^ment ^ haSet 
tenir oe foir M. de Narbonne xd confeil^ 
^a*il ii6 manqueroit pas d'apporterun pro^ 
jet de dilcoTlrs ir^ paXriotiqae du rot a Taf- 
femblee iudohale, et qu'U ditoit le lende- 
ttiatn s'U etqit renvoyc, que c*eft i caufe de 
ce difcOBts qu'U eft tombe dans la difgrace 
du rou 

" je pfeuds la Ubertc de rappelldr ad 
toi'lcA trois gin^ranx; il me fembl^ 
qu'U &tic t&che^ de les -voir eniemble^ 
^ de Its Voir s'il eft pofiiblei ayaut 
qu*ils ayent ^ circonrenus. Le roj 
poumnt fe dUpeoTei de leut faiic part de 
Ik refoludon ; U fi^Bitxten parkntde leurs 
lettrcs de Icur demander 11 ea eSet» ayaoE 
jtir^ d'fitre fid^es k la nation et au rbi, il& 
ne veulent fenrir qu'autant que Mi de Naiu 
bonne fennt mimftre ; et le roi pourroit 
les aflluet que, fiippdfe qu*!! fit qttelque 
changemettt k cct cgard, fon choix se 
tomberoit que fur un homme difiiDgu^ par 
icm patriotlfme et fes talensi 
« Vendredlii 5 htmt in tuom.'* • 
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NO.V. 

Leitre au Rm, ; 

** I E itippHfi le roi tie vouldif Bien me fieo* 
■^ voyer les obfervatioas qui ont du lui' 
4tre prefentpes contre moi, par les com-, 
miflaxies dqputes a la ^ndion, et atixquelles 
il eft important de r^ondre. le plutSt 
po^RihlC' 

*' Les miniftres ont ^te affembles hier en 
€omitejufqu'-a troia heuresapr^s minuit, i 
I'occafion des lettres que M. de Narbonne a 
fiut imprimef dans les journaux. Cette 
eonduite, aufli lache que criminelle, les a 
tous revokes; Us doivent propofer ce ma- 
fin a TCtre majefte le renvoi de M. de 
, Narbonne, qu'aucnn de nous ne peut plus 
Twr ; tnus comme la femme dangereufe 
qui le gouTei-ne pourroit profiler de Pctat 
de crife cd nous fommes, pour provoquer . 
nne iiifurre^on contre le chateau, fous 
5 pr^texte 
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pretexte qu*oa rcnvoye un miniftre patri-^ 
otc, parce qu'il i denonce un miniftre ariC- 
tocrate, j'ai penfe que mon attachement 
ians borne a la perfonne da roi me faifoit 
un devoir de lui ofirir ma demiflion aufii- 
tot que la retmte de M. de Naibonne feroit 
determinee. Je n'ea reftcru pas moins ia- 
vlolablement devoue au fervice de votr^ 
majeftej et mon unique ambition fera tou- 
jours d'etre k porte'e de lui donnei; les 
preuves les plus effentieWes du profond 
relped:, et de tons les fentimcns qui m'at- 
tachent k ia perfonne. 

« Ce 9 Mai*" 
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No. VI. 

Lettre du Roi a taJfemhUe nationaU^ ci Voe* 
cajion , des obfervattons qt^elle avoit adref- 
shs h 8 Mars a S. M. contre le miniftre 
de la marine. 
" Meffieurs, 

" Parii, le lo Man 1792. 

" I'ai examin^ les oblervations que.le 
zele et la follicitude de I'aflembi^e na- 
tionale I'ont portee ^ m'adreffer ^ur la con- 
dulte du miniftre de la marine ; je recevrai 
toujours avec plaifir les communications 
qu'elle croira utile d'entretenir avec moi. 
Les obfervations qui m'ont ete remifes de 
la part dc I'aflemble'e me paroiflent abfo- 
lument conformes aux de'nonciations fur 
lefquelles eile avoit declare n'y avoir lieude 
deliberer. Je m'e'tois fait rendre compte 
alors des re'ponfes que M. Bertrand avoit 
prefente'es contre les diffe'rens griefs, et j'a- 
-vois porte le meme jugement que Taflem- 
ble'e. Depuis, aucune plainte fondee ne 
VOL. II. fi B s'eft 
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8^ eft fait entendre relativement aux dif- 
feientes parties de fon adpiiniftration, et 
tout ce qui me revient de la part des co- 
Ions, du commerce, et des gens de mer, me 
prefente des temoignages de foa zele et de 
Tutilite de fes fervices ; enfin aucune viola- 
tion de la loi ne lui etant reprochee, je 
croirois manquer a la juftice de lui retirer 
ma confiance ; au refte Ics miniftres fayent 
bien que le feul moyen de I'obtenir et de 
la conferver, eft de faire executer les loix 
avec energie et avec fide'lite.- 

(Signe) • LOUIS, 

et plus has M. S. F. Duport." 
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No. VII. 

Exlrait du Mercure Frangais du Samedi, 
4 Fevrier 1792. 

"Paris, 35 Janvier 1791. 

" -t TODS rendre's compte furement, mon- 
' fieur, de I'odieufe attaque dont le 
miniftre adluel de la marine eft Tobjet. Ses 
difcours a raffemble'e, Tevidence de fes 
moyens juftificatifs, de'concertent un in- 
ftant fes ennemis, et ne les laflent pas. Je 
V0U8 de'clare que c'eft fa faute ; et que fi 
Ton pouvoit s'indigner de la patience et de 
la mode'ration d'un homme honnete et 
ioyal, tel qiie M. Bertrand^ je I'appelle- 
rois un homme foible. Je lui reprocherois 
amerement fes menagemens pour des 
hommes auffi mschants qu'audacieux, et 
qu'il ne tenoit qu'a lui de demafquer 
aux yeux de raffemblee. M. Bertrand a 
re9u, j'en fuis certain, les pieces que je vous 
B B 2 ' envove. 
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envoyc. II eft notoirc a Breft, que M. de 
Marigny, commandant de la marine, en a 
obtenu la communication de la municipa- 
lite, et j'ai confronte moi-mcme les copies 
qui m'ont c'te adreffe'es, avec celles qui font 
au bureau de la marine. Ainfi je vous en 
garantis I'authenticite'. Quelle eft done h 
ridfon qui peut juftifier le filence de M. 
Bertrand fur cette atrocite des Sieurs Cave- 
iier et Mdajis? — ^Un mipiftre qui a la 
preuve des intri,gues de club, des provoca- 
tions incendiaires de deux de'putes, n'ofe 
pas publier de tela faits ! Et il efperc 
cchapper mnfi a de nouvelles perfidies 1 
Non, il n'y a jamais de compofition a faire 
avec les mechans; ce n'eft pas gene'rofite'; 
c'eft foiblefle que de leur pardonner ; et 
tout eftimablc qu'eft M. Bertrand, je fuis 
fachc pour lui, qu'on ait a oppofer a fa re- 
putation de fermete, de tels me'nagementa 
poyr M, M. Cavelier et Malajfts^ &c," 
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Extrait de la lettre c'crite au club de Brejl^ 
par let S'teurs -Oas^xtt <t Malaffis, de-^ 
pules i fq^m^Ue nattonale^ et arrives d 
Brefl le Vendredi i i De'cembre. 
" Quant a I'cv^nement duSieurZia/W/f i 
tnalgrc que nous prenions interet a lui, I'in- 
figne ariftocrate ne I'a que trop me'rite j ne 
foyes point inquiet fur Ton afreftatlon, il 
efl en furete en prifon, il en fortira quand 
il pourra. Nous ignorons fous quelle cou- 
leur le rufi Mar'igny aura peint cette cor- 
rcftion au Sieur Bertrand\ nous fommes 
etonnes que ce dernier n'en ait pas encore 
rendu compte ^ I'afTeinblee ; mais nous 
avons remis les pieces au prefident, et nous 
attencfons Timpofteur de pied ferme. Vous 
aves raifon de I'accufer, de le denoncer ; 
nous verrons comment il fe lavera d'avoir 
dit qu' il ne manquoit aucun officier de la 
marine dans les ports. Quant au com- 
mandement qu'il donnc au Sieur Lajallle ' 
Klerec et autres cOntre-revolutionnaires, 
nous ne pouvons malheureufement aller 
contrc J mais dans peu vous verris com' 
B B 3 ment 
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ment nous Its traite'ronsy et comment nous 
dejouerons leurs inf^mes complots. Nous 
de'teftons les Bertrand^ les Marigny ; 
I'un quitte fa place, parcequ'il yoit que 
vous decouvres toutes fes menees ; s'il cut 
etc' a la derniere feance, 11 eut entendu bieh 
faire fes elogcs : Tautre veut la garder pour 
mieux fervir les projcts de fes complices. 
Veilles, veillc's, il eft un coup funefte com- 
bine, qui, du fein dela capitale, s'etendfur 
les fronti^res, meme au dela du Rhin. 
Tcncs bon plutot que de ce'dcr ; nous pe- 
rirons avant vous." 

Extrait dune autre Uttre des mimes Deputej^ 
en date du 5 Novembre 1791. 

" Les emigre's redoublent d'efForts ; ' les 
pretres non-afiermente's les fecondent de 
leur mieux ; tous Jes ennemis de la patrie 
fe reuniflent pour confpirer fa perte. Nous 
verrons dans quatre mois fi Ics Franfais font 
digncs de la liberie. On nc peut plus fe le 
diflimuler, il y aura une crife, elle eft ne- 
cefiaire, elle eft meme de'firable. Nous tie 
ferans tranqmlleSy que lorfque nous aurons ex- 
termins 
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termini les parjures^ Us tratlrei que nous 
avons ipargnii trap long-tans, Pajeun cer- 
tain tans la prudence eft une folblejfcy la pa- 
tience n'efi plus defoifony el la generojite eft 
tine extravagance.'* 
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NaVni. 

l^otc fur quelques infurreBions qui 
fe font manifeftees a hard des bd- 
timens de VEtaty ^ des Juris 

qui ont ete tenus a cette occafion, 
Juillct 1790. 
L'Alcefte, commandkepar M. de Beaurepaire, 
tn^fiation dans Its men du Levant. 

LE nonun^ Pifard, cuifmier da capitune, 
infulte gravement tin ofEdcr. M.- de 
Beaurqiaire 1e chaOe de fon ferrlce & veut 
le faire debarquer, L'eqmpage fc.foul^ve, 
prend les amies, injurie le cipitaiae, & 
s'oppofe au debarquement de Pifard ; tl 
exige meme qu'on Iiii donne un certificat 
de fidelite'. 

Quelque temps apres, M. de Beaurcpure 

cliaHe un Idrlanguich qui paroiflbit fu^ed ; 

plufieurs hommes de Tequipage fe pe^^c^• 

tent d'ordonner la manceuvre. Le fcirlan- 

gukh 
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guldi fe fauve ^ Sunt-^icolas, U exhifae &s 
patentee qui font reconnues valables } 
Tequipi^e veut coukr bas le klrlanguich, 
et, fans refpefter Tafyle du pavilion, U de- 
mande la mort de deux officiers de ce bat^• 
meat, et d*ua aiMre^ qui s'etoient rendus & 
bord de XAlcefic. 

Precedemmeat, dans une relache a Paros, 
ils s'Aoient permis des exces de tout genre 
contfe les habitans de cette ile. 

Point de punition. 

La Caprideufe, commanded par M, de 
• Bouyey d Rocbefort. 

D^mbre 1790, S Janvier 1791. 

M, de Boubee defcendu a terre, apprend 
qu'il fc tient des propoa facheux fur fa con- 
duite, et que fon e'qUipage a le projet dc le 
livrer au peuple. Le pre'texte du mecon- 
. tentement eft que cet officier n'a pas voulu 
recevoir devant la Martinique, un canot 
portant pavilion national, tandis qu'il en 
avoit re^u deux envoys avec ce mSme pa- 
vilion, par M. de Damas, et que fon chef 
Iqi avoit fait depuis le fignal de ne pas 
conv . 
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commuaiquer avec la terre. M. de Boubee, 
par ordre de M. de Vaudreui], fe rend a 
bord, il y refte un jour : de nouveaux avis 
I'engagent i quitter la frcgaie ; iJ veut par- 
tir, I'e'quipage s'y oppofe, le force a re- 
monter dans fa chambre, le fouille, fait une 
vifitc generale, et met un garde a fa porte,- 
Le commandant du port lui ordonne les 
arrets : la municipalite vient le prendre a 
bord et le conduire a I'amiral. 

Juri d'accufation contre I'e'quipage no- 
tamment contre cinq hommes qiii avoient 
excite le defordre. Us font decharges d'ac- 
cufation. 

Sur la pWnte d'un pilotin embarque fur 
la Capricieufe^ juri, confeil martial pour 
juger M. de Boubee. Get officier eft e'gale- 
ment decharge d'accufation. 

Avril 1 79 1. 
l£ Bricq la Levrette, commands par M. De-. 

ttiaii^ Sous-lieutenant a la Martinique. 

Auguftin Haman,maitre d'e'quipage,don- 
ne k fouper ^ quelques amis ; il prie ie 
capitaine de lui envoyer deux bouteilles de 
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Tin, on Ics lui donae ; apres foupcr U veut 
reconduire les convives, M. Deuiau s'y 
oppofe. Le maitre infifte. Sur de nou- 
veaux refus, il vomit des injures atroce$ 
aceompagnees de menaces ; le capitjune 
donne ordre de mettre Haman aux fers ; 
I'equipage prend parti pour celui-ci : on Ic 
debarque le lendemain par ordre du ge- 
neral. 

Point de juri. 

•Aout 1 79 1. 
La Flute le Dromadalre, commandee par 

M. Sebire de Beauchene, Lieutenant de 

vaijfeau a Rocbefort, 

Les volontaires embarque's ^ bord de 
cette flute, demandent qu'un de leurs catna- 
rades dont la conduite me'ritoit les plus vifs 
reproches, foit defarme'. Ce voeu eft pro- 
nonce par la prefque totalite' de I'equipage. 
Le capiiaine d'armes et le maitre d'equi- 
page excitent une fermentation confide'r- 
able, pour que le volontaire ne foit pas de- 
barque. Le bailment eft oblige de rentrer 
dans le port. 

Juri, 
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Jari} doDt le r^ultat eft dt d^aref 
Ics accufes dechxrges d'accnfationw 

Aout 1791.' 
La Caharre la Liohne, commandee pat M4 
yauhert. Sons-lieutenant de vmjfeau i 
Reciefort, 

Unc chaloupe eft arretee par les matelots 
de la gabarre, fous le pretexte que cette 
embarcation eft chargee de contrebandej 
on fe refufe a I'ordre de la relScher donne 
par le capltaine. Le Sieur Piechaud, maitre 
pilote, excite le tumulte, et rinfuirei^ion fe 
manifefte. L'c'quipage dfefle procea-terbai 
et veut le porter a la municipalite; Ordre 
du capltaine de ne laifler defcendre perfonne 
a terre : au mepris de cet ordre, les deputes 
nommes par I'e'quipage fc rendent ^ la mu- 
nicipalite. Le capltaine ordonne k Pie- 
chaud de ft xendre aux arrets il defobat. 
Juri, confeil de jtiftice. Le maitre 
pilote eft de'charge d'accufation. 



, Aout 
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Aout 1791. 
La Tregate la Galathe'e, commandie par M. 
de Cambisy Major de vaiffeau en rade i 
Breft. 

Un ofiicier ordonne Texercice de la ma- 
ncjeuvre, les gabiers defobeiflent ; douze 
hommes de Tequipage fe montrent les plus 
infubordonne's et les plus fe'ditieux ; le 
commandant du port donne ordre de le» 
faire debarquer. Le maltre de I'equipage 
demande a defcendre ^ terre, et, fur le 
refus qui lui en eft fait, il fe permet des re- 
flexions deplacees ; on le de'barque. Re- 
prefentations d5 la part du dub ; on n*y 
Recede pas. 

Point de juri. 

L'EmbuTcade. 
L'Aflemble'e Nationale eft informee que 
I'equipage de cette fregate a contraint le 
capitaine et re'tat-major iL la ramener en 
France, &: qu'elle eft encore daps !e. pott de 
Rochefort. Le club de Bordeaux vient 
' recenunenc d*envoyer des e'miilaireB pour 
3 engager 
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engager les membres de la fociete,de Ro- 
chefort h. s'oppbfer au rembarquement du 
capitaine et de I'e'tat major : auffi ces of- 
ficiers, bien convdricus qu'ils oppoferoient 
vainement leur courage a Tafcendant du 
club fur Tefpiit des matelots, n'ont pas 
meme tente cette lutte inegale, & fe font 
retires. 

On ne parle point des infurredions a 
bord des batimens ftationnes aux Antilles, 
parce qu'on ne feroit pas en e'tat d'en pro- 
duire les de'tails ; mais on ne pent les re- 
voqucr en doute. 

Un depute extraordinaire de la Guade- 
loupe, qui vient d'arrivcr a Paris, a an- 
nonce qu'il e'toit porteur de lettres origi- 
nales par lefquelles des membres de dif- 
fe'rens clubs excitoient les equipages a la 
rc'volte. 

Oaobre 1791. 

La Fregate la Fidelle, commandee par M. de 

Rojily^ Major de vatjfeau a Breji. 

Des matelots font convaincus d'avoir 

vole de Te'tamine a pavilion ; on en trouve 
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des morceaux dans leurs coffres et dans 
leurs facs. 

Juri. Tous font de'charges d'accufation.' 



Extrait fofnmaire des Comptes fuccejjivement 
rendus de plujieurs mfurreSHons qui fe font 
manifejiees dans les Ports. 
BREST, 

26 JUILLET 1789. 

M. le Large, direfleur du port, eprouvc 
une fcene de'fagreable de la part de la 
populace, fous le pre'textc qu'll a tenu des 
propos indifcrets qu'il defavoue. Get offi- 
cier eft oblige de quitter Breft. 

Efcadre de Brejly commandee par M. df Albert. 
1790. 
Septembre. 
Le code penal eft lu a bord du vaiffeau 
VEntreprenanty et rejete. 

Infurreflion a bord du vaiffeau le Tour- 
villcy fans motif. 

L'equipage du vaiffeau la Ferme ne veut 

pas partir, fans avoir refu de npuvelles 

avances; Des billets anonymes circulent 

dans 
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dans toutc Tcfcadre pour exciter les e'qui- 
pages a faire la meme demande. 

Un matelot du vaifleau le Leopard dent 
les propos les plus fe'ditieux d bord du 
vailTeau U PatriotCy & infulte M. Huan, 
major de ce vaifleau. M. d' Albert ayant 
demande' fi cet hommc e'toit ivre, le ren- 
voie attendre la fin de fon ivrelTe, Fer- 
mentation parmi IVquipage. Le patron 
de canot fe rend chez M. d' Albert, ct lui 
annonce d'un ton abfolu que le matelot ne 
doit pas etre punl, Sc qu'on ne foufirira 
pas qu'il le foit : le tumulte augmentc. 
M. d'Entrecafleaux quitte fon vaifleau. 
M. d' Albert fe rend a bord du Fatriote^ et 
cherche en vain a ramener Tequipage. En 
defcendant a terre, il eft iniulte, on crie au 
patron de faire chavirer fon canot. 

Un grand nombre de foldats et matelcts 
du Majejiueux s'emparent de la chaloupe ; 
ils deicendent a terre, apres avoir refufc dq ' 
faire I'exercice de la manoeuvre. 

A bord du vaiflsau VApolloa^ on fait la 
motion de jetter trois officiers a la mer, 

MM. 
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MM. Hedor, d'Alben, de Marigny, 
d'Entrecafteaux, et Huon, font mandes i 
rhotel-de-ville pour lire publiquement leitt 
correfpondance. On leur demande des 
copies de leurs lettres, et une atteftation qui. 
certifie que rarrivee du vaifleau le Lkpard 
n'avoit pas caufe dUnfuiredion en viUe. 

Oaobre. 

Les commlflaires du Roi font mal re^us 
par I'equipage du Majefiueux ; leur feance 
eil longue, tumukuefe et inutile. On de- 
mande ^ grandsi cris le renvoi du general et 
du capitaine du TuiTeau. Les commiflaires 
ne croient pas pouvoir, fans fe compromet- 
tre, aller a botd des autres vaifleaux de 
I'efcadre. 

LVquipagedu vaifleau la Ferme d^mandti 
le debarquement de M. du Gefmeur, ma- 
jor, et fur le refiis qui lui eft fait, U exig€ 
du capitaine la promefTe que cet officier ne 
fera aucun fervice ^ bord. 

Un matelot de la Bello^t frappe un offi- 
cier : iVquipage ne Vcut paB foufF;ir qu'il 
foit punl fuivaat la iol, et demande a le 

vox,, 21* c c punir 
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punir lui-mSme. Ce nuteloc eft (fcbaTqac, 
ce qui, dans la drconftance, ctoit plut&t 
one faveur qu*iuie punition. 
M. d* Albert doane ia demiflkra. 

Efcadre dt Brefi^ Jam U Commandenunt de 
M. de Souillac. 
O^lobre 1790. 

Lc plus manvais efprit regzte pannl les 
^uipages ; ils infultent gridremeDt tous les 
ofiiciers qui vout en rade. 

Inlurre^oa a bord du yupittr relative- 
ment aux vivres. 

Le detacbement de Poitou, en .gamiion 
/ur ia Reunion^ veut esuger qa*on lui doane 
en avance du via ; il veut fotccr k cam- 
bufe : on f!j oppofe. Lcs foldats tienneiMt 
les plus mauvaii propos fur le Uenteiiant 
charge du detail et fur le commis, et do* 
mandent que celui--ci Toit d^barqu^. 

Sur la corvette la Perdrixt des matetots 
s^emparent de la chaloupe* et . vont porter 
plainte centre le capitjune de ce qu'il ne 
veut pas dcbarquer ua homme qui deplalt a. 
I'c'quipage. 
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tin officier du vaiffcau VJmMca eft 
graTcmeilt irtfult^. 

L'e'quipag<s de XAuguJie envoJe une depu- 
tatloA \ MM. les commiflaires dii Roi, . 
pour fe plamdfe de ce qu'on ne leur don- 
noit pas alTeZ de legumes. Les commif- 
ialtes fe tranfportent ^ bord ; ils 'menacent 
Uh homme de le f^re debarquer 1 celui-ci 
interpelle Tcquipage et fe met fous fa pro-' 
tediion* TouS s'ecrient qti'Us He fouffriront 
pas qu'on le d^barque : on eft force de 
1ai0er cette infurreaion impunie. 

-A bord du m8me vufleau, & fous le 
m^me pr^texte du manque de legumes, on 
avoit injuria deux officiers, on leur avbit 
porte le polng au Tifage : on prend eUcore 
le parti de fupporter ces infultes. 

L'equip^ du vjufTeau XAugufie chaOe, 
de fd propre autorite, un ma^re d'equipage^ 
et fc refiife \ le receroir. 

M. de Terraffon, major de vaffeau, eft 
£galement renvoye par les gens de VAmi-* 
rica. 

A bord du Majejlueux^ un cambufier qui 

avoit b^ttu un foldat, eft mis aux fers. 

c c 3 Deux 
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Deux cenu'hommes, prefque tous novices 
matelots, brifent les fers de ce cambufier. 

Npvembre. 

Une deputation des mariiis etibldats em- 
'barques fur Tefcadre, viennent lire k M. de 
Souillac, line adreffe k TAfleniblee Na- 
tionale, laquelle contenoit de& injures centre 
les officiers de la marine. 

Les foldats embarques fur VAmerkay difent 
au c(Hnmandant qu'ils font aflez gros et 
grands pour Javoir ce qu'ils out a f^re, et 
qu'ils ne demanderont plus la permiflion 
d'aller a terre : effedivement, dqjuis cette 
annonce, iU vont ^ terre fans permiffion, 

Le maitre d' equipage du Majejlueux 
ayant voulu s'oppofer au tumulte qui avoit 
lieu fur le gaillard d'avant, eft collete par 
un matelot : celui-ci ei^ mis aux fera. PIu- 
lieurs bommes etant venus pour le mettre 
en libertc. M. de MaraUles, lieutenant *de 
viufTeau, accourt ; fe.prifonnier sVlance fur 
cet officier, qui fe recule et met le fabre a 
la maiti ; un matelot armc d*uae biiche, 
•\tut le frapper par derriere ; U eft arr£t^ par 
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un' oiEcicr, la garde eft appelee, les deux 
matelots coupables font mis aux fers. 

Efcadre commandee par M, de Bougain- 
ville. 
Novembre 1790. 

TJn matelot du vaiiTeau ItDuguai-Tromn 
fe f»it donner du ym ^ I'aide d*un billet 
contrefait du lieutenant en pied;, on le fait 
mettre aux fers. L'^quipage brife lea fers, 
et "s'oppofc a ce que cet homme foit envoye 
en prifoo. 

Infurre<Sion a bord du Temeraire, de 
Vj^merica et de la Surveillante, L*e'qui- 
page de XAimrica brife les fers d'un mate- 
lot qui avoit cte condamn^ a cette puni- 
tion, et les jette a la mer. Dix-fcpt mutins 
de ce vaifleau font debarque's. 

Une puniiion infligee a un matelot du 
ytipiter^ excite une emeute ge'nerale a bord 
de ce vMfleaU ; I'e'qulpage Touloit s*emparer 
des embarcations, et venir ^ terre* 



C c 3 De'cembrc. 
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Decembre. 
La difette de via oblige de donner auX 
pipages Ic dcjefiner en rau-de-vie : quel- 
ques-uns la refufent, d'autres la prenitent 
avec des murmur^s ; on punit les plus mu* 
tins ; I'lnfurredioa eft plus forte a la C9- 
feme des matelots que dans la nide, 

Jamrler 1 791. 
Un matelot (rappe violemmcnt u{i maitr« 
d'^quipage, et lui demet le bras : le coniwl 
de jnftice condamne le coupable a ia qajle* 

Mai, 
M> de la Porte-Vezins, alors CDiQiniiQd- 
anc de la Marine, eft afiailli chei^ lui pv 
une troupe de foldats armes qqi le cooiU* 
tuent prifonnier daps fa mfiifon, en p]a9ai^ 
des fentinelles interieures et exterieures, 
pour einp6cher k la fois qu'il ne forte, et 
qu'aucun o^d^f oe communiciue du d^hon 
avec Imi, . 

' - ■ Le 
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Le motif de cettt fcdne de re'volte eft 
d'obtenu-, au profit de la troupe, le paye- 
ment dcs fommes qu'elle reclamoit. Ce 
commandant eft coatraint d'en donner 
rordre. 

Apr^s cet 9.Qx de violence, M. de la 
Porte- V«zins fentant que fon autorite et fa. 
perfonne font compromifcs, deroandc ct 
obtient la penniilion de quitter le com-^ 
mandement, 

Au mois de Septembre 1 790, M. de Ma« 
rigni, major-general, avoit ete giicvement 
infuite, et on avoit plante' une potence de- 
- vant la porte, fans qu'aucun fujet de 
plainte, au6un pretcxte, euffent paru donner 
lieu a un, auffi fanglant outrage. 

TOULON. 

\^aire de Ml £ Albert. 

i" Dccembre 1 789. y 

\jt 30 Novembre, M. d* Albert renvoya 
de t'arfenal ddux maitres de manoeuvre 
non-entretenus,qui aroient donne des fujeu 
dc mecontentemcnt. 

c c 4 le 
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he lendemfun i" Decembre, on vint an- 
nonc^r a ce commaudant, qui (ftoit dans le 
port, qu'une deputation du Confeil perma^ 
nent et de la Municipality -demandoit k lui 
parler, foit chez lui, foit ^ la porte de Tar- 
fenal, foit a Thotel de ville. M. d' Albert 
fe rendit chez lui, entoure d'une populace 
nombrcufe qui rinjurioil et fe difpofoit h 
I'attaquer. Rendus k I'hotel du com- 
mandant, les confuls demanderent la grace 
des deux hommes qui avoient ete renvoyea 
la veille, et I'obtinrent a force d'inftances. 

Pendaqt ce t^mps, deux de'tachemcns de 
cinquante canonivcrs-matelotB etoient en 
bat^Ue fur la place d'armcs ; M. d' Albert 
confentit a les faire reutrer dans les caf- 
feines, fur Taflurance que les cpnfuls lui 
donn^rent que la milice nationale contien- 
droit le peuple. Cependant la foule aug- 
inentoit a tout moment, on jetoit des 
pierres aux fenStres, tout annon^oit la plus 
■violente effervefcence. En v^n M. d'Al- 
bert demanda la proclamation de la Ipi 
martialc, la Municipality s'y refuia. Le 
tumulte alloit toujour croiiTaiit ; M. de 
Bon- 
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, Bonneval fut bleffe ^ la main et a la tete ; 
M. de Saint-JuUenj qui avoit deja etc in- 
fulte et defarme, fut aflailli fur la place, 
renverfe par terre, bleffc de plufieure 
coups ; il alloit perdre la vie, lorfqu'un of- 
ficier de la garde nationale et un volontaire 
rarracherent k fes affaflins. M. d' Albert 
fortit alors de l'h6tel, accompagne' de qud- 
ques officiers, pour le dcgager; et fans 
avoir employe la force, ni meme la me- 
nace, ils rentrerent avec M. de Saiaf'* 
Julien. 

L'attroupement fembloi; alors fe diffiperj 
mais au moment ou tout paroiffoit rentrer 
dans I'ordre, un certain nombre de voloa- 
taires ayant penetre dans I'hfitel, deman- 
derent a grands cris qu'on leur livrat M. 
de Broves, fous le pretexts qu'il avoit or- 
donne le raifemblement des canonniei^- 
matelots. On fut oblige de leur abandon- 
ner cet officier. Bient6t apres ils enfoiir 
Cerent les portes, et voulureht s*emparer de 
M. de Villages ; enfin ils fc faifirent de 
M. d' Albert, et apr^s lui avoir arrache fon 
epee, 
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epce, apres avoir fait la meme infulte h 
MM. de Bonneval ct de Villages, on les 
traina aux prifons du palals a travers les 
hules et les infultes de la populace. M. 
d' Albert re^ut deux blcflures, ct fut mis au 
cachet avec les compagnons de fon in- 
fortune. 

Le peuple, dont la rage n*e'toit, pas en- 
core aflbuvie, chercha M. Gautier, di- 
re£fceur des conftru^tons, pour le conduite 
^alement daiis les prifons; mals cet of- 
ficier qui avoit couru les plus grands dan- 
gers, fut aflez heureux pour s'echapper* 

Huit jours aprds, M, de Caftellet qui 
avoit ^te blefle le premier De'cembre, et 
M. d' Albert qui avoit eu pluiieurs acces de 
fi^vre, fe rendirent a rh&pital : le peuple 
s'aflembla tumultueufement, on les fit fortir 
de leur lit, ils furent obligi^s de travcrier 
la viUe'en robe de charabre, foutenus Tun 
et I'autre par des volontaires, et on les ref- 
ferra plus e'troitcmeot dans leur prifon^ . 



Affaire 
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■Affmre de M. k G^taatuieur dc Claadeves. 
Mai 1790. 

Lc 3 Mai, un nombreux attroupement fc 
pona chez M. le commandeur de Glan- 
devis : on lui fit quelques demandes aux- 
quelles 11 acceda ; on aSe£ta de ne pas 
^jouter fol ^ fes reponfes, et on Tentraina 
avec violence a I'h&tel de Ville. Pendant 
le trajet, Cet oScier general fiit fans cefle 
menace dc per^e la vie. M. de Cholct, 
lieutenant de Vaifleau, re^ut trois coups de 
iabre et deux de bayonnette, et courut lea 
plus grands dangers. M. d*Archimbaud, 
^^e de la Marine, voulant donner du fe- 
coun au commandant, fut afTailli par une 
troupe de forcenes, et fut heureufcment 
fauve par ime femme qui le £t entrer chez 
elle. Le peupl^ fe porta dans les auberges 
bu fe trouvoient quelques officiers, avec 1$ 
projet de les forger tons. 

M. le commandeur de Glandevis fut 
d^eiiu vingt-quatre hcures a I'bdtel d? 
vUle. 
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Affdre deM.de CaJlelUt. 
Aout 1790. 
M. de Caftellet, oblige de fuir apres 
rev^nement du i" De'cembre 1789, s'etoit 
retire a Nice ; il de'fira de r^tourner avec 
surete dans fa terre de Dardennes, a unc 
lieue de Toulon. La Municipalitc de cette 
viile- invita cet ofEcIer general a rentrer 
dans fes foyers, en I'aflurant d'une entiere 
proteaion. M. de Caftellet fe repdit a 
Toulon, ct y preta le ferment civique. A 
peine e'toit-il rendu chez M. le commandcur 
de Glandeves, que les ouvriers fortirent de 
t'arfenal et annonc^rent qu'ils en vouloient 
a M. de Caftellet. Cet officier fortit fur le 
champ de la ville a pied, accompagne de 
de\ix ofticiers et de deux voloritaires de la 
garde nationale, ct fe voyant pourfuivi, il 
entra avec fes compagnons dans une au- 
berge, et s'y re'fugia dans un grenier. Le? 
nialfaiteurs auiverent ; lis trouverent bicn- 
tot M. de Caftellet, et malgrj la pre'fence 
du maire, ils entrainerent' cet officier g^-* 
ne'ral, ils le trainerent fur le chemin dans 
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la pouffiere, apres lui.avoir vole tout ce- 
qu'i lavoit fur lui. Get infortune alloit Str^ 
Vi£lime de la fureur du peuple, lorfque 
deux greoadiers du regiment de Barrois, 
pailant par hafard et fans amies, prirent M. 
de Caftellet fur leurs cpaules^ et le porterent 
, crible de bleflures & mouranti a Thdpital 
de la Charit6. 

. Deux de ces aflaHins condamnes aiix 
galeres, ont etc mis en libeitc d'apr^s le 
voeu de ramniftie. 

ROCHEFORT. 

Dans ]es premiers mois de 1790, M. 
Macarty-MaiSeigne, major-general, fut aC- 
failli chez lui ^ar deux mille ouvriers annes, 
fous pr^texte ijue c'etoit lui qui s'oppofoit 
a ce que la cloche du port fonnat les jours 
de pluie. II fe prefenta i eux, et parvint 
d'abord, par fa contenance ferme, a en im- 
pofer a ces re'volte's, et a faire tomber les 
armes de leurs mains ; jnaia la Municipalite 
inftruite particulierement que cet officier 
devoit itiG afTallinc pendwt la nuit fui- 
vante, 
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vante, le prfvlnt fecr^tement, et &ciUtl 
dle-m6ine fa fortie de la vUIe. 

II eft i obfervei: que M. Macaity^Mac- ■ 
tugne avoit toujours ete cheri et refpe^e 
i Rochefort j ce qui eft ptouve mSme par 
la pnmidre impreffion que fa prefence et 
les difcours avolent produite fur Telprit dea 
revokes. II eft done bien prouvc qu*ils 
^oient excites par dea fuggeftioa»- fe- 
cretea. 
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No. IX. 

Lettre du rot h Vqffemblie nattnnaki rela* 
tivetnent au prkundu Comiti Autricbien^ 

" Liio Mai 1791. 

'* ■f'Ai ordonne» M. le Prcfid^ent, au mi- 
*^ - hiftre de la juftice de faire part a I'af- 
femblee nattonalede Tordre qu*il rient d'»- 
drefler de ma part a I'acctifateur public au 
fujet du pre'tendu comite Autrichien. . H 
importe au biea de Tetat que cette a&ire 
foit parfaitement ^clalrcie. Je penfe que 
raflemblee nationale ordonnera de commu- 
niquer au tribunal les reiireignetneo& que 
- plufieurs de fes membres ont dit avoir fur 
cette affaire, elle fentira dfement I'incon- 
Tenance qu'il 7 a de recueillir dc pareilles 
dcnonciationa, de n'en laiflerpercer que ce 
qiu peut entretenir les foup^ons dans le 
public, &. le danger de me laiiler ignorer les 
autres* 

(Signe') , LOUIS." 
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Impose de la condulte du marquis de B'ouiUe,'- 
redige par lui-meme pour etre remts au roK 

f TE n'avoit jamais cru, qu'il fut n^cef-' 
faire de juftifier ma conduite h Tocca- 
fion du depart fecret du roi pour Mont- 
medy, , et de rarreftatlon de S. M. a Va- 
rennfcs, Entoure d'officiers qui en out etc 
temoins, dont plu/ieurs oSciers generaux 
et autres tre&-di{tingues ont fuivi mon fort 
en quittant le royaume lors de ce fatal 
evenement ; Us ont pu-et du me juger, et 
. Us n'ont laiff^ aucun nuage fyr mes inten- 
tions, fur mes demarches, nl fur les caufes 
du malheur qui m'a enveloppe avec la fa- 
miUc royale. Si j'aj toujours penfe avec 
douleur a la cataftrophe de Varennes, j'ai 
cru neceflaire d'en gardcr le filence ; et fur- 
tout inutile d'accufcr des perfohnes qui en: 
ont fait manquer la re'ufiite, par I'inexqcu- 
6 ' lion 



Do,T«jhyGooj^le 



APPENDIX, No.X. 401 
lion dcs ofdres que je Icurs avols donn^, 
par Icur imprudence, et parlcurpeu de 
prevoyance, mjua, dont les intentions etoient 
pures, et la bonne volonte blen connue. 
Cependam, depuis.que je fais qu'on a 
cherch^ a me donncr des torts, k me ca- 
loi^nier, et i me rendre refponfable du non 
fucc^a de cette entreprife ; je crois devoir, 
quoiqu'a regret, ^clairer les perfonnes pour 
Ic8 queUesj'ai-du employer tous mes moy* 
ens J pour les quelles j'ai tout faCrifie, tout 
6(4 i pour les quelles enfin j'ai fait tout ce 
qu'un homme pent faire, dans la feute vue - 
derempHr mes devoirs, et de meriter leur 
eflime que je prefere k leurs bienfaits, aux 
quels je renonce pour jamais* 

** Le roi fait que des le commencement 
de la revolution, je voulois quitter laFrance, 
et, fervir des puiflances etrang^res qui m'bf- 
froient du fervice. II eut la bonte, vers le 
mois de Fevrier de I'annee 1 790> de m*en- 
gag^ k refter a fbn fetvice et a prater 
mon ferment, m'aflurant que je pouvois lai 
6tre utile. J'executai /es ordres ;■ et j'eus 
I'honneur de lui ecrire, que je lui faifois le 

VOL, II. D D plus 
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plus grand facrifice cLU*un hommeput fzure, 
celui de mes principes et de mes opimons, 
dans la feule vue de lui prouver mon zele. 
Au moins de Juillet de la meme annee, toutes 
les troupes que jecommandois, que j'avoiB 
Jurqu'alors confervees dans Tordre et dans la 
difcipline, ayant fuivi I'exemple dij refte de 
. Tarme'e, tt s'etant Uvrees a tous les exces du 
defordre et de la re'volte ; au point que je fus 
mis en joue a Metz- par des foldats du regi- 
ment de Salm Salm, et Uvre a leur fureur 
pendant plus de deux heures ; je jugeal que 
je ne pouvoia plus rtindre aucun fervicc au 
rot, ni a la chorepublique; je demandal mpn 
conge, qui me fut ,accorde. J'allois partir, 
et fervir en Ruffie, oii je defirois tronver 
des Gccafions d'acquerlr de la gloire, quand 
rinfufteftion de Nancy furvint, et quand 
le fils du miiiiilre de la guerre, Monfieur de 
Gouverney, arriva h Metz, et m'engagea a, 
faire exe'cuter les ordres du roi et le de'cret 
de I'aflembl^e, centre la g-amifon et le 
peuple de Nancy rdvolte's. Qgelque deli- 
cate qiie fut cette commiffion, je, fufpendis 
encore ime fois mon depart, dans Teipoir 
de 
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de fervir le roi et ma malheureufe patric. 
Apr^ cet evenement, qui reuflit mieux que 
je ne pouvois le prefumerj il iut queftion 
du depart du roi ; et leurs majeftes favent ■ 
tout ce qui s'eft pafle, jufqu'au moment oii 
ce projet fut execute, je propofai un raflem- 
blement des meiUeurs regiments en camp 
fous Montmedi, ce qui fut adopte. II eft 
vrai que pendant I'hyver et le printems, on 
m'&ta mes meilleurs regimens, tels que les 
Carabiniers, Vigier Suiffe, Royal Liegeois, 
qu'on en eloigna d'autres, tcis que le regi- 

' ment de Saxe Huflard, Royal Normandie 
Cavaierie, que je comptois employer k pro- 
teger le depart du roi: ce qui me con- 
traignit a en employer d'autres moin? bons. 
Je propofai au roi de fortir par la Flandre 
Autrichiennc, ce qui etoit plus court et plus 
facile ; et de venir a Montmedi par les Ar- 
dennes. 11 s'y refufa. Je propofai la route 
de Rheims par Stenay ^ Montmedi, comme 

' la plus courte, la plus facile, la plus aife'e a 

couvrir : on m'objeita la crainte que la fa- 

mille royale pe fut reconnue k Rhein\s. 

£n6n, j'indiquai celle de Chalons et de 

» D 2 Varennes,' 
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Varenncs, quoique fujette a des inconve'm- 
ens parcequ*il fallcut pafler par plufieurs 
villes, parcequ'il n'y avois pas de pofte eta- 
blie dans cette demiere ville. Je propofaS 
de ne pas placer de de'tachcmCns pour pro- 
teger la marche du roi, en craignant Jes in- 
convenlens. On me dit qu'on en vouloit j 
je n^infiftai pas. 

** Le'Heu oa le roi devoit arrlver et la 
route qu'il devoit fuivre, convenus ; je pro- 
- pofai an roi de la, faire reconnoitre par M. 
de Goguelas, officier de I'etat major, que je 
favois lui etre pardculi^rement attache, et. 
d'employer M. de N— — — r, qm avoit fon 
regiment a porte'e, pour faire preparer les 
relais ne'ceffaires. Le roi y confentit, el il 
me permit de les mettre dans la confidence. 
Les reconnoiffances f^tes, ainfi que les dif' 
pofitlona projette'es pour Templacement des 
troupes, et pour leur raflemblement k Mont- 

medi ; j'envoya M. de N 3l Paris, 

pour les communiquer au roi, et pour pren- 
dre fes ordres. M.' de N revint, et 

m'apporta I'approbation de leurs majeftes. 

J'envoyai encore M. de Goguelas aupres 

d'eUes, 
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belles, pour leur doano' une explicatioa 
plus detaillee de fa reconnoiflance et des 
difpofitions. Je revins peu de jours avant 
le d^art du roi, qui avoit ete iixc au 19 
Juin, et M. de Goguelas me joignit a 
Mootmedi. 

" J'avois remis k Metz si M. de N 
lea ordres du toi» pour les de'tactemens que 
je devois placer i Pont-de-SomiaeveUe et a 
St. Menehoult, et ii s'Aoit charg^ de dit 
pofer le relai a Varenaes : il avok du ea 
conflquencej donner les ifuftnidions k ua 
capitaine dc fon regiinc0t. j'avois dona^ 
a M. de Damas ceux pour les deux efca- 
drons qui dcvoient etre places a Clermont. 

M. de N repartit pour Paris, dans 

* I'intention de devancer le roi de quelques 
facures, de I'atten^re k Pont-de-Sommevelle, 
de prendre le commandement des de'tache- 
mcns jufqu'i Clermont, ouM.de Damas 
devoit fe rcuoir a lui, et efqorter la famille 
royale jufqu'a Stenay, ou j.e devois etre. Jc - 
donnai des ordres pour les difpofitions des 
de'tachemeps, et pour le mouvement d^ 
troupes qui devoient fe, raffembler a Mont- 
D D 3 medi 
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medi au nombre de 9 bat^lons et 26 efca- 
drons : rartillerie y 6tX)it deja placc'e ainli 
que les efiets de campement, et les ap- 
provifionnemens etoieatfuts. 

" M. de Goguelas me quitta a Stenay le 
16 ou le 17, le fur lendemain du jour ou je 
re9us une lettre du roi qui m'annoni^it 
qu'au lieu de partlr le 1 9, il avoit remis fon 
dqjart au 20 de Juin, ce qui me contraria 
et m*obligea de changer les ordre& des 
troupes qui les avoient deja.re9u8. J'avois 
ordonne ^ M. de Goguelas d'aller a Pont- 
de-Sommevelle avec un de'tachement de 40 
huflards qui devoient y attendre le roi et 
Tefcorter. Je lui remis les ordres du roi 
pour les d^tachemens de Varennes et de 

Dun : M. de N , qui devoit I'y join- 

dre avoit ceux pour les autres, qui tous 
n'avoient pour objet dans le principe que 
Tefcorte d'un convoi d'argent ; ceux pour 
cfcorter le roi, ne devant leur Stre doanes, 
que par M M. de N— et de Gogue- 
las au moment ou ils feroient inftruits de 
fon arrivee par un de fes courriers. Ce 
dernier devoit done attendre le loi h Pont- 
dc- 
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de-Sommevelle, tenir deux relals entre cet 
cndroit et Stenay, afin de pouvoir inftruire 
plus promptement les commandants de de- 
tachement de I'arrlvee du rol avec M. de 
N " ■ ■ ■ . II devoit placer le relai pour le 
roi qui etoit ^ Varennes, de mani^re qu'il 
put le trouver en arrivant dans cette vUIe : 
ct enfin, m'inftruire de bonne heure, foit de 
fon arrivee prochaine, afin de tout preparer 
pour le recevoir, ou de fon arreftation : ou 
m'avertir s'll n'e'toit pas parti, devant en 
fetre inftruit par un courrier qui avoit du 
^tre laiffe k Bondy et en partir a quatre 
heures du matin fi le roi n'avolt pas pafle. 
Je convinsavec lui que je refterois toute la 
nuit jufqu'a la pointe du jour, entre Stenay 
?t Dun ; qu'il y auroit up detachement de 
Royal AUemantJ qui y feroit place pour ef- 
corter le roi jufqu'a Montmedi, tandis que 
le refte de ce re'ginient refteroit a Stenay 
pr6t k nlonter a cheval. Je lui recom- 
maudai d'attendre le roi jufqu'^ la nuit et 
le plus tard qu'il poiirroit, et de me faire 
^ycrtir a terns dcs ^venemens. II fqt en 
I> D 4 mem^ 
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mSnie temi conveaii avec lui, ainfi qu'U 
Tavoit fti avec M. de N— -■—— , que fi-lo 
Toi ne vouloit pas Stre recoonu, les Ac* 
tachements le fuWroient de loin et fe ren- 
droient a Varennes : que celui dePont-de- 
Sommevelle refteroit a la croifiere des cbe* 
mins de Clermont et de Varennes pendant 
l8 ou J 9 heures pour arretel tous les cour- 
riers.~-Tels etoient les ordres donnes, lea 
precautions prifes et cOnvenues; et que 
perfonnc n*6fera me pier. 

" J* arrival le ao a Stenay j el le 2 1 au 
matin je confiai aux officiers ge'ncraux, 
M M. d'Offlize, de K.UngUn, et Heymann, 
le de'part du roi j je le confiai ^galement 
aux che& de corps. Je fis partir pour 
Mouza, village fitue entre Stenay et Dun, 
le de'tachement de 50 hommes de' Royal 
Allemand, pour efcorter le roi; etj'or- 
donnai a ce regiment de fe tenir pret a, 
jnouter a cheval, a la petite "polnte dujour. 
J'avois fait tous les pr^paratifs pour tracer 
le camp de Montmedi, et les troupes de- 
Tpi^ut aiiiverrucceiQvementl?2i^ le 22, et 
le 
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le 23. J'avois dans le plus grand fecret 
fait acheter la v'lande, et preparer le paia 
nc'ceflaire. 

" J'eus la precaution, le foir du 21, 
d'cnvoyer deux oflSciers a Varennes, dont 
J'un etoit un de mes fils, pour veiiler fur le 
- relai du roi, et m'avertir : j 'ordonnai a M, 
de Klinglin de retourner ^ Montmedi, afin 
de tout preparer pour recevoir le roi, et i 
M. Heymann d'aller fur la Sauve pour y re- 
unir deux regiments d'Huffards et les con- 
duire au camp de Montme'di. Quant a moi, 
a la nuit je montal k cheval, et je me pla^ai 
aupres de Dun ou je reftju jufqu'a la pointe 
du jour, ayant eu la precaution de me faire 
fuivre d'un attelage de chevaux de voiture 
pour fervir k celle du roi. Le jour paroiC- 
fant, et n'ayant pas de nouvelles, jerega- 
gnai Stenay, afin d'etre a portee de doaner 
des ordres a M. de K-liuglin et au regiment 
de Royal AUemand, s'il e'toifarrive un ac- 
cident au roi, au quel je pufle reme'dier. 
J'etois a la porte de Steriay un peu avant 
quatre h^ures du matin, quand les deux of- 
ficif rs que j'avois cavo^e's a Varennes, et 

(== 
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(ce qui metonna beaucoup) le commandant 
du detachement d'huflardii ' qxii y etoit 
place, vinrent m'avertir que la familie 
royale etoit arretee a Varennes. Je parus 
egalement c'tonne d' avoir ete averti kuffi 
tard : je m'informai de ce qui avoit donnc 
lieu a cet evenement. On me dit fcule- 
ment que les troupes, foit a Varennes ou a, 
Clermont, et dans les autres poftes, n'avoient 
pas fait leur devoir, et qu'elles e'toient 
gagnees. Je jugeai que je devois m'affurer 
du regiment Royal AUemand qui etoit ma 
principale force, et me mettre a fa tete pour 
d^livrer le roi, et que je devois prot^ger fai 
marche a Montmedi, centre la ville de 
8tcnay, qui, etoit mauvaife, et centre Se- 
dan, qui e'toit plus dangereux par les dif- 
pofitions du peuple tres nembreux de cette 
ville, et celles de la gamifon ou il y ayeit 
untr^s mauvais rc'giment. En confequence, 
je donnai erdre au regiment Royal AUe- 
mand de montei piomptement a chevai, k 
M. de Klinglln de marcher a Stenay, et d'y 
Teller avec deux efcadrens. des chafleurs de 
Champagne, et d'envoyer un bat^illon de 
Naffau 
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.Na0au a Dun, pour gardcr le paflage fur U 
Meufe : en mSme terns, de faire avancer a 
tire-d'aiie le re^ment Suifle de Caftclla, fur 
Montmedi. J'ordonnai enfin k ua de- 
tachement d'huflards qui etoit h Dun, et ^ 
celui de Royal AUemand qiii e'toit a. 
Mouz a de -fe porter fur le champ fur Var 
renncs. Le premier de ces de'tachemens 
n'attendit pas mes ordres, et partii des qu'il 
fut Tarreftatlon duroi. Ces ordres donnes, 
j'attendisle re'glment Royal Allemand, qui 
fut une mortelle heure avant que de forlir de 
iaville, quoi quej'eufle ordonne qu'il fut 
pret ^ monter k cheval a la pointe du jour, 
Cefut en vain que j'envoyai men fils cimj 
ou fix fois au commandant pour le preffer, 
ct encore une fois, je ne pouvois rien entre- 
prendre fans ce regiment, du quel il fal- 
loit m'aflurer; et . j'avoue que . je n^avois 
confiance qu'en moi pour renleyer. D^s 
qu'il fut hors de la ville, j'annon^ai aux ca- 
valiers que le roi etoit arrete ; je leur lus 
I'ordre de fa majefte qui enjoignoit aux 
troupes de Tefcorter et de tout employer 
pour fa fureteet celle de fa famille. Je lea 
trouvai 
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trouvai dans Ics meilleures difpofitioos ; je 
leur diftribuai troU ou quatre cent lovis, et 
jc me mis en marche ^ la tcte de cc regi- 
ment. 11 y a huit tres grandes Heues de 
Stenay k Varennes, et un chem'm dd mon- 
tagne8tr<^s difficile. Je voyoisavec regret 
qu*on m'eut avcrti aufli tard : je pouvoia 
lelre deux heures pJutot fi on rt'eut pas peff 
du un inftant a m*envoyer quelqu'un de 
Varennes dcs que le roi y e'toit arrive ; j'e- 
tois e'galement fach^ de la lenteur, que le 
regiment Royal Allemand avoit mifc ^ 
montcr a cheval ; et je regrettois d'avoin 
perdu deux heures et demie : non que ja 
craigniHe de ne plus trouver la £unille 
royale a. Varennes, nc pouvant im^iner 
que la municipalite de cette ville olat forcer 
le io\ a partir pour' Paris, et fuppoiant 
qu'&U moins, on auroit execute I'ordre que 
j'avois donoe' de nc laiffer paffer aucim conr- 
rierfur la route apres le paffage du roi. 
Teute aaon inquietude portoit fur'les ob- 
flacles que la lenteur du fecours que je coa- 
duifois au roi augmentorcMt foit pour le dc- 
JJTjrer, fpit pour.fa furetc dans fon retour-j 
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et chaque quart d'heure de perdu les mul- 
tipUoit ainfi que les dangers. Je fis done . 
le plus de diligence poffible. Je rencontrai 
a quelque diftance de Varenncs, Is detache^ 
ment de Royal AUemand que j'avois fait 
partir d'aVance, arr^te dans un bois par des 
gardes nationales qui les fufilloient. Je lea 
fis difperfer, et je me mis a la tete de ce de- 
tachement, fuivi a peu de dillance du reAe 
du regiment. J'arrivai a neuf heures ua 
quart auprSs deVarennes, et je reconnoiflbis 
I'endroit pour le faire attaquer d^s que le 
re'giment feroit amv^, quand je vis un de- 
tachement des huflards de Lauzun. qui 
ctoit en dehors de la vlUe dont le com- 
mandant M. Deflong vint a moi, et m'an- 
non<;a que le roi ^toitparti depuis une heure 
et demie. - 11 en etoit alors neuf et demie, 
je fu8 rejoindre le re^m«it Royal Alle- 
mand et M. d'OfBize, qui etoit a fa tete. 
Je propofai de pafler outre. M. Deflong, 
qui avoit c'tii dans Varennes, et qui avoit 
parle au roi, me dit que le pont etoit em- 
barraffe, mSme rompu, qu'il avoit voulu 
. pafler la riviere, mais, qu'i! a' avoit pu trou- 
ver 
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ver de gue. On m'obje^ k la tete du rc- 
giment que la gamifon de VerduQ marcfaoit 
fur nous, que nous pouvions tout au jplus, 
faire 4 Heues encore^ ce qui etoit infaffifant 
pour joindre le roi : le regiment en avoit 
dejk fait pr^ (]e neuf tre^ vite, ct je ne vis . 
aucune volonte d'aller plus loin, ce qui ve- 
ritablement devenoit inutile. Je ramenai 
done Royal Allemand a Stenay, d'ouje , 
partis pour Luxembourg avec les officiers 
generaux et plufieurs officiers particuliers 
au moment oii on deliberoit pour nous ar- 
rcter : i*ordre en etoit memc deja donnc 
fur la frontlere ou nous pa/lames de force^ 
en eiTuyant quelques coups de fufil. 

** Je demande fi on peut m'lmputer d*au- 
cune maniere, d' avoir e'te caufe de ce mal- 
heureux cvenement ; s'U a de'pendu de moi, 
de reme'dier a tons les torts qu'ont eu les 
perfonnes employees a rexe'cution de ce 
projet J dont aucune, on peut le dire, ex- 
cepte M. de Damas, qui eft venu de fa per- 
fonne k Varennes, fa troupe ayant refufe de 
le fuivre, n'a fait fon devoir et n'a exe'cute 
mes brdres. J*ignore pourquoi M. de 
8 Goguelas 
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Goguelas e: M. de N porteurs des 

ordres du roi^ charges de Texecution des 
miens, et de toiites les difpoiitionsj n'ont 
pas attendu le roi h Pont-de Sommcvelle : 
pourquoi ayant quittc ce pofte d'ou de'-- 
pendoit le fucces, ils p'ont pas fuivi, ou " 
I'un d'eux au moins, la gratide route que 
devoit prendre le roi : pourquoi arrive's k 
Varennes peu de terns apres le roi, au lieu 
de perorer la municipalite et la garde na- 
, tionale, et de demander aux huffards s'ils 
c'toient pour le roi ou pour la nation, ils ne 
font pas tombe's fur la populace qui Aoit 
alors en petit nombre et ne Tont pas diffipee ; 
pourquoi ils ne m'ont pas fait avertir fur le , 
champ, devant calculer qu'il falloit au 
moins trois heures a un courrier pour faire 
les huit grandes lieues de Varennes k 
Stenay, une demie heure pouir preparer le 
regiment Royal Allemand ' et fortir de 
Stenay ; et qiiatres heUres et demie ou cinq 
lieures pour le conduire a Varennes, ce qui 
employoit huit heures et demie. Si on eut 
fait partir quelqu'un pour m'avertir des 
onze heures et demie : j'arrivois a fept 
heures 
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heures eC demie ou huit heures, et je {>ou-> 
Tois fauver le roi. Pourquoi encore, nd 
pas prendre les mefures qui avoient e'te or- 
donnees pour arreter h. St. Menehoult lea 
courriers de Paris, et Tjude de camp de, M. 
de la Fayette qui ont decide le depart du roi 
de Varennes. Pourquoi, 6*il8 n'ont -pu le 
d^livrer, n'ont iU pas pris tons les moyens 
pour I'empecher de partir, et il y en avoU 
mille. Je dis toutes ces chofes a regret, 
et uniquement parcequ'on m'a afiure qu'ils 
avoient rejette fur moi les evenemens de 
cette journ^e, et que pour s'excufer iU 
avoient die au roi, que je dcrois arriver et 
que j'arriverois pour le fauver. Mais, il 
falloit que je fuffe avert! a. terns, il falloit que 
j'euffe avec moi des forces fufBlantes pour 
forcer tons les obftacles. Pouvois-je laiffet 
le regiment Royal Allemand dans Stenay 
ou il, pouvoit etre enferm^ par les gardes 
nationales et le peuple comme les dragons 
I'ont etc a St. Menehoult et a Clermont? 
Ne dcvois-je pas m'aifurer de ce regiment 
fans le quel je ne pouvois elperer de de- 
. livrer le roi, etant informe qu'il y avoit un 
I peuple 
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peuple immenfe dcjh raflemble a Varcnnes, 
que les dragoqs de Ckrmont aToieot refulc 
de marcher, que les huflards de Varenne* 
etoient mal difpofe's ? Ne devo'rs-je paft 
. prendre de3 piccautiQiiB pour aflurer la 
marcfae dd roi de'Varenncs i Montme^ 
centre la wille de Stenay et celle de Sedan I 
Et fi OQ m*eut fait dire qu'il f^loit arrivet 
fur 'le champ fans perdix un moment} avec 
ce que j'avois dans la m^ia: moi feci, ^e 
ferois parti, a I'inftant, et j'auro'w n^^ge 
tentes les pceqautions qiic j'ai. cfu indifpen- 
fabje de ptendre. Mais, je demaadai 4e» 
Dourelles de. M. de G^gUelas de M. de 
N' ■' "" ■■ A peliK put on m'en donner, et 
je n'enententUs pas.parlci^ 

" Je crois que fi on veut examiner avec 
impartialite. ma conduite, que je rougis 
d'etre oblige de juftifier, on verra que me» 
diipofitions ont e'te exadeoient ordonn^es 
et que j*ai ^te le feul a ma place. Le re- 
tard qu*on m'accufe d'avoir mis a coaduire 
le fecours au roi ne peut etre impute qu*a 
ceux qui m'ont fait avertir de fa fituation. 
Decide a tout tenter pour le fauver, il ra'e- 
voL. II. E £ toit 
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